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The Lost Scroll
Stage 3 

The Lost Scroll

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Worker 1 & 2

· Hilkiah

· Shaphan

· Josiah

· Huldah

· Joah


	· 


SCENE 1

Two workers at the Temple site working amongst rubble.

NARRATOR
After the wicked reign of king Manasseh, and then the short reign of his wicked son Amon, Judah was in a very sorry state.  The people had forgotten who their God was and they had turned to worshipping idols.  What they needed was a wise ruler to draw them back to God.


Josiah was only eight years old when he began to reign.  When he was a young man of about 20, he began to cleanse the land of all the idols and altars of Baal.  Next he decided to repair the Temple.

WORKER 1
This rubble must all be cleared out within the next few days.

WORKER 2
Yes, and there is plenty of hewn stone ready for the repair work.

WORKER 1
What a difference in the last few weeks.  Hilkiah the High Priest should be making a tour of inspection any day now.  I am sure he will be pleased with the work.

WORKER 2
Young Josiah will be pleased too.  He’s 24 next year and I think he wants to hold a Passover Feast, so everything must be ready by then.

WORKER 1
Lets get moving then.  Old king Manasseh certainly let things go.  Fifty five years is a long reign to let everything go to rack and ruin.

SCENE 2

The two workers struggling to free a wooden box from among rubble.  Hilkiah arrives.

NARRATOR
When Hilkiah the High Priest, with an inspection committee arrived at the Temple Court two days later, he received a progress report from a Levite and then went with Joah the keeper of the archives, to inspect the work for himself.  In one of the storehouses, Hilkiah saw two men struggling to free a wooden box from a pile of rubble.  They open the box.

HILKIAH
It’s a full sized scroll.  It could possibly be the book of the Law which king Manasseh had removed from the Temple.  Work carefully my men, we must get this out intact.

NARRATOR
Some hours later Hilkiah takes to Shaphan the scribe, a large heavy scroll.  He is seated writing.

HILKIAH
Shaphan, we have found the Book of the Law.

SHAPHAN
You have found what!  That hasn’t been used since the days of young king Joash.

Carefully they unroll the scroll.

SHAPHAN
It is, it is!  I must get an audience with the king at once.

SCENE 3

Shaphan is ushered unto King Josiah.

JOSIAH
What do you want at this late hour, Shaphan?  Couldn’t your business wait until morning.

SHAPHAN
No, your Majesty, and when you know it, you will think not too.  Our great prophet Moses commanded that when our God gave us a royal line of kings, the king should write out in his own handwriting all the laws God gave to Moses.  He should read them daily to learn to fear God and keep all the words of this Law and do them.  As you know O King, this command has been sadly neglected and the scroll has been lost for many a long day.

JOSIAH
Read it to me Shaphan.  Let me hear these laws so that we may know how grievously we have sinned before our God.

Shaphan reads from the scroll in the background while narration is said and king Josiah rends his garments at end of narration.

NARRATOR
Not only should the king have read from the law daily, but it should have been read aloud to the people every seven years at the Feast of Tabernacle.  Josiah was very distressed.  Would God indeed bring upon His people the terrible judgements he had just read about in the law?  There was one way, he could find out.

JOSIAH
Shaphan, go at once with Hilkiah to Huldah the prophetess.  Ask her to enquire of Yahweh for me and for the people, for great is the wrath of Yahweh that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that is written concerning us.

SCENE 4

Shaphan and Hilkiah arrive at the home of Huldah the Prophetess.

HILKIAH
Good evening Huldah.  We have been sent by king Josiah to ask you to enquire of Yahweh for us.  This scroll has been found in the cleaning up of the Temple and king Josiah has realised that the Word of God has been neglected for many years.  Is there anything you are able to tell us?

HULDAH
Gods great wrath will be poured upon the nations of Judah because they have forsaken Him and turned to idols and nothing can withstand it.  But because the young king has set his heart to worship and fear God, the judgements will not come during his reign.

Shaphan and Hilkiah turn away sadly.

NARRATOR
The next day the king sent and gathered all the elders of his state, with the priest and prophets and much of the people of all ranks unto the Temple and he read before them all the words of the book of the Covenant which had been found.  Then Josiah made a covenant with his God -

King Josiah comes on stage alone and says:


I will walk after Yahweh my God and keep His commandments with all my heart and perform the words of the covenant which are written in this book.
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