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Naaman (c)
Stage 3 

Naaman

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Little Maid
· Mrs Naaman
· Naaman
· Servant One
· Servant Two
· Charioteer
· Gehazi
· Elisha



	· 


SCENE 1

NARRATOR
Faithfully the little maid witnessed to her mistress, often telling her how the God in Heaven cared for Israel in years gone by.

Lady Naaman’s dining room - table, tray, food, chair.  Lady Naaman head in hands crying.  Little maid enters with tray.

LITTLE MAID
Here you are mistress.  Here’s your breakfast.  Why mistress, you’re crying.  Is something wrong?

LADY NAAMAN
Yes, it’s my husband, he has leprosy.

LITTLE MAID
Leprosy?  Captain Naaman has leprosy?

LADY NAAMAN
Yes, and there’s no cure.

LITTLE MAID
It must be just in the early stages.

LADY NAAMAN
Yes right now there are just some spots.  But before long it will eat away his fingers and toes and face and finally he’ll die.  (places head in hands and weeps bitterly)
LITTLE MAID
Oh, mistress.  If only my lord was with the prophet that is in Samaria.  He would cure him of his leprosy.

LADY NAAMAN
Sweet child, what makes you say that.  You know that no one can cure leprosy.

LITTLE MAID
The prophet Elisha can.  He has the power of God in heaven.  Why, not long ago he even raised a dead boy to life.

LADY NAAMAN
Oh, impossible.

LITTLE MAID
It’s true mistress.  The boy was quite dead and Elisha brought him back to life.  I’m sure he would cure Captain Naaman.

SCENE 2

Outside Elisha’s house - Naaman and charioteer and two servants travel along, jigging like a horse.

NARRATOR
So Naaman went with his horses and with his chariot to the house of Elisha, where the prophet sent a messenger out to instruct Naaman.

NAAMAN
Is that the prophet coming to me?

SERVANT ONE
I don’t know.  We’ll soon find out.

CHARIOTEER
Whoa!  Whoa there!

GEHAZI
Are you Naaman, captain of the host of Syria?

NAAMAN
I am.

GEHAZI
The prophet Elisha sends you this message.  Go, and wash in the river Jordan seven times and your flesh shall come again to you and you shall be clean.

NAAMAN
That’s all the prophet said?

GEHAZI
That is the message. (Gehazi departs)
NAAMAN
But it’s an insult!  Why, the prophet himself didn’t come out, but sent only a messenger.

SERVANT TWO
Well, perhaps the prophet had other important duties to perform.

NAAMAN
(angrily)  Wash in the Jordan!  That filthy stream.  How can that heal anybody of anything, let alone leprosy.

SERVANT ONE
What did you expect, Master?

NAAMAN
I thought he would call on His God, and touch the leprosy.

SERVANT TWO
You are angry because the prophet did not do as you thought he would.

NAAMAN
(angrily)  But wash in the Jordan river.  It’s dirty.  The rivers of Damascus are much cleaner.  Can’t I wash in them and be clean?  Come, let’s get away from here.

CHARIOTEER
Get up there, move.

All jig off stage.

NARRATOR
Naaman was angry because no great fuss had been made over him.  As they turned to go, however, Naaman’s servants entreated him to carry out Elisha’s directions.

All jig back on stage.

SERVANT ONE
Master, I realise that the prophet’s instructions are contrary to what you thought would happen, but master, if the prophet had asked you to do some great thing wouldn’t you have done it?

NAAMAN
I suppose so.

SERVANT TWO
Then why not obey, when the prophet tells you to wash and be clean?

NAAMAN
Who can wash and be clean in that filthy Jordan?

SERVANT ONE
Well, if you don’t obey the prophet, what chance have you of being healed?

NAAMAN
None.

SERVANT TWO
Well then, why not obey?

NAAMAN
All right, turn the horses toward the river.

All jig off stage.

SCENE 3

NARRATOR
Naaman’s faith was being tested.  The haughty Syrian bowed in submission to the revealed will of God.

Naaman, charioteer, servant 1 & 2 jig onstage.  Naaman steps down from chariot and walks off stage to Jordan.  Servants watch with great expectation, count with fingers at appropriate times.

NARRATOR
Arriving at the Jordan, he waded in, while his servants watched to see what would happen.  Then he dipped under the water.  As he came up all looked at the spots of leprosy.  They were still there.  The second time he dipped under, still nothing happened.  The third time, fourth, fifth, sixth time.  The horrible spots were still there.  Breathless the servants watched as Naaman once more dipped under the water.

SERVANT ONE
(excitedly)  Look, look, they’re gone.  The spots are gone!

SERVANT TWO
The leprosy is gone.  You’re healed.  Master you’re healed.

Naaman comes onstage (spots having been wiped off in the meantime with cold cream).

NAAMAN
(laughing)  Yes, (looking at arms)  Yes.

All surround Naaman, happily looking at his arms and touching his face.

SCENE 4

Outside Elisha’s house, Naaman and servant jig on.  Elisha waits onstage.

CHARIOTEER
Whoa, whoa there.

NAAMAN
You are Elisha, prophet of the living God?

ELISHA
I am.

NAAMAN
I heard of God through the testimony of the Hebrew maid in our household.  But now I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel, for I’ve been healed of my affliction  So now accept a gift from me, your servant.

ELISHA
As the Lord lives whom I serve, I will receive none.  Go in peace.

All depart.

NARRATOR
Elisha could not accept payment for something that God, not he, had done.  He wanted to show this mighty Syrian that the God of Israel was free to all nations, without money and without price.  He encourage the Syrian to worship the true God, the God of creation.


When Naaman returned to Syria, so changed, so thankful, so happy was he that he erected an altar, a place of worship to the living God.


But perhaps even more thankful and happier even than Captain Naaman was the little maid, whose faith in the God of Heaven had made her master well again.
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