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Esther
Stage 3 

Esther

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Ahasuerus

· Servant 1

· Servant 2

· Vashti

· Wise Man

· Mordecai

· Esther


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
Ahasuerus was the king of Persia in those days.  He was very rich and important.  His wife was queen Vashti.  One day he called together all the princes of his land and made a great feast for them, which lasted for months.

Regal music 6 seconds to introduce scene.

AHASUERUS
Servants!  make ready the banquet halls using all my beautiful dishes and golden cups.  Use only the best of food.

SERVANT 1
Yes, my lord, we have just received the royal divan covered in silver and gold.  We will include that at the front of your hall.

AHASUERUS
Indeed, this feast will last 7 days for all my people and servants so that we may rejoice together.

SFX regal music - people feasting - alone 6 seconds then fade.

NARRATOR
Shushan, the palace, was decorated with bright curtains of purple, green and white, tied with silver rings to pillars of marble.  There were beds of silver and gold on coloured stone pavements.  Everyone drank wine from beautiful golden cups.  Everyone had whatever they pleased.


At the same time, queen Vashti was holding a feast of her own for all the women at the palace.  Now king Ahasuerus wanted to show queen Vashti to his guests.  He wanted them to see how beautiful she was, for she was very lovely indeed.

SFX feasting - music in background alone 4 seconds.

AHASUERUS
(merry with wine)  Servants!  I command you to bring before me my beautiful wife, queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, that I may show her to the people and nobles.

SERVANT 2
Yes, my lord.

SFX man walking away 4 seconds, feasting noises fade out - incidental music fades in alone 4 seconds - with women laughing in background.

VASHTI
(laughing, then annoyed when interrupted) (to herself)  Oh!  servants from the king.  Now what could HE want! (aloud)  Well, tell me what is it my husband the king wants.  Doesn’t he know I am busy?  Quickly, tell me your message and be gone!

SERVANT 2
The king Ahasuerus has summoned you to appear before him.

VASHTI
(haughtily)  Summoned!  Well dear me, tell his highness the king, that he calls for me at a most inconvenient time and that I will not be able to appear before him.  Tell him (thinking)... tell him that I am busy with my own feasting! (laughs)

SERVANT 2
(frightened)  Very......very well.

NARRATOR
So the servants took the message to the king.

SFX feasting music returns alone 4 seconds.

AHASUERUS
Well servants, where is the queen?

SERVANT 2
(very frightened)  Yyyyour mmmmmajesty... her royal highness, queen Vashti gives you this message.  I cannot come before the king as ... I am busy with my own feasting.

AHASUERUS
(furious)  She said WHAAAAAT!

SFX feasting ceases abruptly.

All people gasp.


No one is allowed to say no to me!


(pause)  (shouting out)  Wise men!  Nobles of Persia and Media.  Come before me now. (quieter - determined - to himself)  I will find out what to do with this woman.


(aloud - venomously)  Tell me, according to the law, what must be done to queen Vashti, seeing she has refused to appear before me!

WISE MAN
My lord the king, Queen Vashti has done wrong, not only against the king, but also against the nobles and the people.  For the queen’s conduct will become known to all women, and so they will despise their husbands and say, “king Ahasuerus commanded queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she would not come”.  There will be no end of disrespect and discord.


Therefore, if it please the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of the Persians and Medes so that it cannot be altered, that Vashti is never again to enter the presence of king Ahasuerus.  Also let the king give her royal position to someone else who is better than she.


So when, the decree made by the king is proclaimed throughout all his kingdom, all the women will respect their husbands, from the least to the greatest.

NARRATOR
And that is just what king Ahasuerus did.  But now he had to find someone also to take Vashti’s place.  This time though, he wanted a queen who was not only very beautiful to look at, but one who would want to please him.


The king sent his servants throughout his great kingdom.  They must look for the most beautiful young maidens in all the land and bring them back to the palace.  There, they would prepare for a whole year before they came in front of the king.  The king would then choose the loveliest of them all to be his queen.


The servants obeyed their king.

Music to introduce scene 5 seconds, SFX knocking on door 3 seconds - SFX door opening 3 seconds.

MORDECAI
Yes

SERVANT 1
Good day sir, the king Ahasuerus desires a new wife, and we are here to take all the beautiful young maidens back to the palace.


There, they are to prepare themselves for one year before being presented to the king, for him to choose.


Are there any fair maidens in your house.

MORDECAI
Yes!  I have in my custody Esther my cousin.  I have looked after her as if she were my very own daughter.  I know she will help Ahasuerus if she is queen.  I will find her - wait a moment.


(aloud)  Esther!  Esther!

SFX footsteps walking away quickly 4 seconds.

ESTHER
Mordecai, did you call?

MORDECAI
Yes, yes I did.  There are servants here from king Ahasuerus.  They are searching the land for all the young maidens to take back to the palace, so that the king may choose his new queen.


Esther, I have taught you about Yahweh, the God of Israel, and what you must do to please him.  It may well be in God’s plan now for you to be chosen as queen, to help his people the Jews.

ESTHER
Oh!  Mordecai!  It would be a privilege to be part of God’s plan, if he so chooses.  Yes, I will go.

SFX walking quickly to meet servants - alone 4 seconds.

MORDECAI
Here is Esther.

SERVANT 1
(appreciative)  Oh, yes I see what you mean.


Come along now, much preparation has to take place before we go before the king.

ESTHER
Yes, goodbye Mordecai.

SFX music to end scene 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
So Esther was taken to the special part of the palace where the young ladies lived.  Every day Mordecai visited her to find out how she was.  Carefully the maidens prepared themselves for the time when the king would ask to see them.  At last the time arrived.  Each girl was allowed to take anything she wanted with her, to make her more beautiful in the eyes of the king.


One by one, the maidens came before king Ahasuerus.  When Esther’s turn came, she made no fuss.  Quietly she took with her only the things which the king’s servant gave her.  She hadn’t bothered with all the flashing jewels and rich clothes and perfumes that the other maidens used.  Because she loved God, she was a much nicer person than any of them.  Everyone who saw her could tell that.

SFX music to introduce scene 6 seconds.

AHASUERUS
(bored)  Servant, you may bring in the next maiden.

SERVANT 2
Yes, my lord.

SFX soft footsteps alone 3 seconds.

SERVANT 1
Your majesty, I present to you (pauses)  Esther.

AHASUERUS
(delighted)  (to himself)  Oh!  not only is this young maiden beautiful, but she has something special about her, the way she conducts herself, she pleases me.


Yes, I will made her my new queen.


(aloud)  Servants, Esther will be mine.  I have chosen my new wife.  Prepare a great feast for her and call it “Esther’s Feast”.

ESTHER
My lord, I am honoured.

SFX music to end scene 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
So, Esther the Jew, became the wife of the great and famous king Ahasuerus, queen of the land of Persia.


Esther pleased king Ahasuerus because she was a lovely person and not just beautiful to look at, but she was loving, obedient and faithful.  God is not interested in fine clothes and beautiful faces.  He wants us to be loving, obedient and faithful.  We must learn what He wants us to do, just as Esther learned from Mordecai.  The Bible tells us what to do to please OUR God the King.
www.cssa.asn.au

orders@cssa.asn.au

Page 1 of 4
www.cssa.asn.au

orders@cssa.asn.au

Page 2 of 5

[image: image1.jpg]