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John the Baptist
Stage 3 

John the Baptist

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Zacharias
· Angel
· Elisabeth
· Mary
· John
· Pharisee
· Person
· Publican
· Soldier
· Believer
· Jesus
· Voice
· Disciples (2)
· Herod
· Nobles (2)
· Daughter


	· 


Music as introduction - lights out.

NARRATOR
During the weekend we have been considering the life of John the Baptist, prophetically spoken of as ‘The Voice’ - who went before the Messiah, preparing the people of Israel to accept him.  Tonight we will look at some of those incidents from his life that those lessons we gain therefrom may be more vividly written into our memories so that we may become a people living in expectancy of the 2nd advent of the Messiah and prepared to meet him.

Scene 1 - The Holy Place in the Temple


Altar of incense at left end of stage.  Zacharias enters from the right and proceeds towards the altar with incense in a censer in his hand.  An angel is standing on the right hand side of the altar.  Lights dim and then a spot shows on the angel who is in white so as to reflect the light with brightness.  Note voice of the angel is pre-recorded.  As the spot comes on Zacharias is perplexed and falls to his knees.

ZACHARIAS
Who are you?

ANGEL
Fear not Zacharias:  for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a son and thou shalt call his name John.  And thou shalt have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth for he shall be great in the sight of the Lord and shall neither drink wine nor strong drink, and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mothers womb.  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of th just;  to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

ZACHARIAS
Whereby shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

ANGEL
I am Gabriel that stands in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee to show thee these glad tidings.  Behold, thou shalt be dumb and not able to speak until the day that these things be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.


Lights out.

NARRATOR
While this incident took place the people waited patiently in the court of the temple.  When finally, Zacharias came out and the people realised that he was unable to speak they understood that he had seen a vision.  After the days of Zacharias ministry at the temple were completed, he returned to the hill country of Judea to his wife Elizabeth.  In due time she conceived and together they waited patiently for the birth of their child John.  During this period Gabriel had another important taks to attend to.  He visited Mary the cousin of Elizabeth telling her that the power of God would overshadow her and that she would bring forth Jesus the Son of God.  Gabriel also told Mary that Elizabeth had conceived a son and so Mary arose and went to visit her.

Scene 2 - At the cottage of Elizabeth and Zacharias


Elizabeth is sitting in the centre of the stage sewing and Zacharias to the left reading a scroll.  Mary enters from right calling joyously as she enters.  Elizabeth arises and Mary come to her.  They embrace - scene of great joy.  Lights up.

MARY
(entering)  O Elizabeth, cousin Elizabeth.  Yahweh has blessed you with a child.  Both embrace and ad lib greetings to each other.  Then pause.  Elizabeth steps back looking at Mary - then breaks forth - spoken with feeling.

ELIZABETH
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my ears the babe leaped in my womb for joy.  And blessed is she that believed; for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.

MARY
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoice in God my Saviour.  For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath done to me great things, and holy is his name.  And his mercy is on them tht fear him from generatiomn to generation.  He hath shewed strength with his arm.  He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seats and exalted them of low degree.  He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent away empty.  He hath holpen his servant Israel, in rememberance of his mercy; as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for ever.


Lights dim.
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