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Hezkiah (c)
Stage 3 

Hezekiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Isaiah
· Hezekiah
· Eliakim
· Shebna
· Joah
· Counsellors
· Messenger
· Doorman
· Soldier
· Rabshakeh
· Assyrians
· Tartan


	· 


SCENE 1

NARRATOR
The cruel king of Assyria, Sennacherib swept down through Judah and destroyed 46 cities and had taken thousands of people captive.  There was fear and dismay in Jerusalem.  Would the city be the next one to fall?  Isaiah the prophet constantly warned the people to put their trust in Yahweh.

Isaiah walks across.

ISAIAH
Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help.  Turn and look to the Holy one of Israel. (exit)
NARRATOR
The king calls in his counsellors.

DOORMAN
A messenger awaits without O king.

HEZEKIAH
Bring him before me.

Enter messenger puffing, falls to floor.

MESSENGER
O king, Lachish has fallen the great fortress city.  It is in the hands of Sennacherib. (all gasp)
HEZEKIAH
This is sad news, we must plan for war.

COUNSELLOR 1
We have strengthened the walls O king.

COUNSELLOR 2
Yes, and we have cut an aqueduct from the spring Gihon to the pool of Siloam and walled it in.

COUNSELLOR 3
Remember the words of Isaiah the prophet who said.... Ye made also a ditch between two walls for the water of the old pool, but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago.

HEZEKIAH
They are words of wisdom, we must turn our eyes to the only help in time of trouble.  We shall look to our God.  Come let us go out and talk to the people.  Seek ye the lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.

ALL SING
SEEK YE THE LORD

People move on.

HEZEKIAH
Hear ye my people, be strong and courageous.  Be not afraid of the king of Assyria.  Nor for the multitude that is with him.  He is the arm of flesh but with us is Yahweh our God to help us and fight our battles.

NARRATOR
The people look in confidence to the king.

POEM


Keep my words in the midst of your heart,




They are life and they are health.




The very best medicine to all your flesh,




For they are life and they are health,




So keep my words in the midst of your heart.

ALL SING
SONG to above words.  Walk around, bow to the king in pairs, exit.
SCENE 2

Props:  Whips, swords, bird in cage.

NARRATOR
The scene now shifts to Lachish where there is great cruelty and destruction as the Assyrians gloat over the ruins.

KING
AHA!  I have taken 46 cities all over the land - Jerusalem shall be next.

All shout, wave swords.


Bring on the captives, that I may show them how great I am.

Enter captives moaning and tied together.

SOLDIER
Go on, bow to the great Assyrian king.

Captives sink to floor - king puts his foot on the neck of one.

KING
I, yes, I have shut Hezekiah the king up in his own city.

SOLDIER
Just like a bird in a cage. (cage)
KING
Yes, like a bird in a cage - the people will fear me yes, I am powerful.  Come with me to behold the spoils.

Captives march around, soldiers laugh and wave swords, Exit king and soldiers, captives crouch and kneel together, moaning, hobble off.  Music - end with a sad melody - humming in background.

SCENE 3
NARRATOR
Meanwhile back at Jerusalem - and the king of Assyria sent Tartan, Rabsaris and Rabshakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against Jerusalem.  They came up, and stood by the conduit of the upper pool which is in the highway of the fuller’s field.

Enter Assyrians - Jews on wall.

RABSHAKEH
Ho! - You there! - Call you king! (laughter)
OTHERS
Yes, call Hezekiah!  (all repeat Hezekiah)
TARTAN
We have a message from the great king of Assyria.

NARRATOR
The king sent Eliakim, Shebna and Joah to speak for him.

Eliakim, Shebna and Joah come to stand in front of gate.  Assyrians shout, other laugh and jeer.

ASSYRIAN 1
In whom do you trust you rebels.

ASSYRIAN 2
Do not trust in Egypt - they are weak.

ASSYRIAN 3
Hezekiah has told you that Yahweh will deliver you out of the hands of the king of Assyria.

ASSYRIAN 4
Now we have a command from Yahweh who said - go up against the land and destroy it.

ASSYRIAN 5
You think Yahweh will save you. (laugh, strut, jeer)
NARRATOR
Eliakim speaks.

ELIAKIM
Speak I pray thee to thy servants in the Syrian tongue lest the people on the wall hear you.

RABSHAKEH
My master sent me to tell all the people - now hear me O people of Jerusalem.

NARRATOR
Rabshakeh still talks in the Jews’ language.

RABSHAKEH
Make an agreement with us, do not be deceived.  We will take you to our beautiful land - you will live and not die.  Your king says Yahweh will deliver us (laugh) We say Yahweh is with us and not with them.

NARRATOR
The people held their peace.  The king commanded them.  Answer them not.  The comforting words of Psa. 125 give the people courage.  quote
ALL SING
AS THE MOUNTAINS ARE ROUND JERUSALEM

SCENE 4

Hezekiah and three messengers in sackcloth.

NARRATOR
Within the city is gloom and the king with Shebna, Eliakim and Joab put on sackcloth.  Isaiah speaks words of comfort and wisdom.

ISAIAH
Be not afraid at the words thou hast heard from the servants of the king of Assyria.  They are blasphemy.  I will send a blast on him.  He shall die by the sword.

People troop around sadly.

POEM
It has been said to Solomon (REPEAT SONG)

ALL SING
IF MY PEOPLE (NO. 15)

All sink to knees and pray.

NARRATOR
A great army is approaching - can you hear them.

People jump to feet.

ALL SAY
It is the Assyrians. (people on walls look over valley)
NARRATOR
Remember the words of Yahweh to our king.

POEM


He shall not come into this city




Nor shoot an arrow there




Nor come before it with shield





Nor cast a bank against it.




By the way that he came




By the same shall he return




And shall not come into the city.

NARRATOR
The night passes and then at sunrise (people tip toe around).  the angel of Yahweh went forth and smote in the camps of the Assyrians - a hundred, fourscore and five thousand.

ALL SHOUT
Yahweh has delivered us from our enemy.

ALL SING
BLESSED BE THOU LORD GOD OF ISRAEL.

SONG SHEET

1.
Seek ye the Lord while He may be found


Seek ye the Lord while He may be found


Call ye upon Him while He is near 


Call ye upon Him while He is near


Seek ye the Lord while he may be found.

2.
Keep my words in the midst of your heart


They are life and they are health


The very best medicine to all your flesh


For they are life and they are health


So keep my words in the midst of your heart.

3.
As the mountains are round about Jerusalem


So the Lord is round about His people


From henceforth for ever, from henceforth for ever


The Lord is round about His people


From henceforth even for evermore.

4.
If my people which are called by My name


Shall humble themselves and pray and seek my face


Turn from their wicked ways


Then will I hear from heaven


I will forgive their sins and heal their land.

5.
Blessed be thou Lord God of Israel


Our Father for ever and ever


Thine O Lord is the greatness the power and glory  and the victory and the majesty


For all that is in the heavens and in the earth is thine


Thine is the Kingdom O Lord


And thou art exalted as Head above all


Thine is the Kingdom O Lord


Thine O Lord is the greatness the power and glory and the victory and the majesty


Now therefore  our God we thank thee and praise thy glorious Name.
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