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Josiah and the book of the law
Stage 3 

Josiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Josiah
· Shaphan
· Hilkiah
· Huldah


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
So now we move a little further on in time... Hezekiah has died, and his son Manasseh and then his grandson Amon reigned after him.  These kings taught the people to worship idols once more.  The Temple of God was dirty and damaged.  Josiah was the next king to reign in that southern Kingdom of Judah.  His father, Amon, had been an evil king, but his mother, Jedidah, seems to have been a good woman, who carefully taught the little boy about the true God of Israel.  He became King when he was only 8 years old.


When he was still only a young man, King Josiah decided to lead the people back to God. He gave orders that no idols were to be left in all the land.  Setting out from Jerusalem, he made sure that the people obeyed him.  The people busily set to work breaking up the idols, which they used to bow down to before.  Evil priests were killed and their altars were destroyed.  But the people did not REALLY love God.  They only destroyed the idols because they liked to obey the young king.


When the work of destroying all the idols was finished, the next work was to repair the Temple of God.  Josiah, now 26 years old, sent orders to all his people.

SFX music 6 seconds to introduce scene.

JOSIAH
Shaphan, Shaphan!

SHAPHAN
Yes, my lord the king?

JOSIAH
I want you to go up to Hilkiah the high priest and make him get ready the money that has been brought into the temple of God, which the doorkeepers have collected from the people.  Make them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple.

SHAPHAN
Yes, my lord the king.

JOSIAH
And make sure these men pay the workers who repair the temple of God - the carpenters, the builders and the masons.  Also make them purchase timber and dressed stone to repair the temple.  But they need not account for the money entrusted to them, because they are acting faithfully.

NARRATOR
Again, the people obeyed the king and gave money for the work.  The doors of the Temple were opened and workmen began to repair the ruins.


One day, Hilkiah the High Priest made a very exciting discovery.

SFX hammering, sawing alone 3 seconds, then in background.

HILKIAH
Shaphan!  Shaphan!  Look at this that I have found.

SHAPHAN
What is it Hilkiah?

HILKIAH
It is the book of the law, the book of the law.  Here, see.

SHAPHAN
Let me blow the dust off it (blows on it - coughs - SFX unrolling scroll)  It is indeed very old!

HILKIAH
Read it Shaphan, read it.

NARRATOR
So Shaphan the scribe read the scroll.  He then went to the king to tell him how the work was going.

JOSIAH
Well Shaphan, what is your report?

SHAPHAN
As you commanded sir, your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of Yahweh and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at the temple.

JOSIAH
Good, good then.  Everything is proceeding well. (pause)  But what is it Shaphan, you look strange, you have further news?

SHAPHAN
Yes my lord the king, Hilkiah the priest has given me a book that he found in the temple.

JOSIAH
A book?  What is it Shaphan.

SHAPHAN
I will read it to you, my lord and you will see.

SFX music to end scene 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
The king listened carefully as Shaphan read the Book of the Law.  He heard of the Laws which God had given to Moses and how the people had promised that they would always obey these Laws.  He heard the warnings of what would happen if the people disobeyed God.  Terrible curses would come upon them.

SHAPHAN
(reading)  And they will forsake me and break the covenant I made with them.  On that day I will become angry with them and forsake them:  I will hide my face from them.

SFX music fades in 4 seconds, then out.


...... Many disasters and difficulties will come upon them, and on that day they will ask, ‘Have not these disasters come upon us because our God is not with us?’  And I will certainly hide my face on that day because of all their wickedness in turning to other gods.

SFX music fades in 4 seconds, then out.


...... And remember the days of old:  consider the generations long past.  Ask your fathers and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to you.  In a desert land he found him, in a barren and howling waste, he shielded him and cared for him:  he guarded him as the apple of his eye.

SFX music fades in 4 seconds, then out.


......I will hide my face from them, he said, and see what their end will be:  for they are a perverse generation, children who are unfaithful.  They made me jealous by what is no god, and angered me with their worthless idols.

NARRATOR
As curse after curse was read, the king became very worried.  He knew that the people had not obeyed all these laws.  So he knew that God would certainly send these terrible curses upon them!


He tore his clothes as a sign to show how ashamed he was.  He then sent for his officials and gave them orders.

JOSIAH
Go and enquire of God for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found.  Great is Yahweh’s anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book.

NARRATOR
The leaders of the people came to the prophetess Huldah who lived in Jerusalem, for she could tell them what God was about to do.

HULDAH
This is what Yahweh, God of Israel says:  I am going to bring disaster on this place and its people, according to everything that is written in the book the king of Judah has read.


Because they have forsaken me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.


However, tell the king of Judah, because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before me when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, I have heard you.  Therefore I will gather you to your fathers and you will be buried in peace.  Yours eyes will not see all the evil I am going to bring on this place.

NARRATOR
So God had looked upon the heart of His people.  He saw that the young king truly loved God.  To the king then, God would give mercy.  The people SEEMED to be following God, but they had not really changed.  God saw that there was no real love for Him.  Therefore God would punish the people, as He had said in His word.


There may be some people around us who seem to serve God, but they do not truly love and obey Him.  But we can be like young Josiah.  We can decide to serve God truly, to listen carefully to His word and to obey it.  Then, when God punishes others, He will show us mercy as He did to king Josiah.  Or we can be like the people in Josiah’s day and just make out to serve God, but we must always remember that God looks on our heart.
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