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Elijah helps widow of Shuenum
Stage 3 

Elijah helps widow of Shuenum

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Boy
· Father
· Woman
· Servant
· Elisha
· Gehazi


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
Remember in our last lesson, we learnt of how God had given the Shunammite woman and her husband the wonderful gift of a baby son.  Now he has grown into a little boy.


One day, the boy went out into the fields to his father, who was with the reapers.

SFX music 6 seconds to introduce scene, SFX threshing wheat in background - footsteps walking, alone 3 seconds.

BOY
(in much pain)  Oh father!.... father!

FATHER
My boy!  What is it?

BOY
Oh my head! ..... my head!

FATHER
Oh no... (aloud) Quickly!  Servant!  Carry my son to his mother.

NARRATOR
The woman’s son was indeed very ill.  When he was brought to his mother, she nursed him on her lap until midday, trying to make him feel better, but he became worse, and then he died.

WOMAN
Oh my son!... my son!


No... No God gave me this son.  He IS the giver of life.  He CAN make him alive again!  I must, I must find Elisha, the man of God.  He is the only one who can help me now.

NARRATOR
She took her son up to Elisha’s room and laid him on the bed.  Then she shut the door upon him and went out.

WOMAN
(calling out)  Husband!  Send me one of the servants and one of the asses, that I may quickly go to the man of God, and come back again.

FATHER
Why will you go to him today?  It is neither new moon nor sabbath.

WOMAN
Do not worry.  It shall be well.

NARRATOR
The woman did not tell her husband that their little boy had died.  She saddled the ass, and set off for Mount Carmel.

SFX alone 3 seconds.

WOMAN
Servant!  Urge the beast on!  Do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.

SERVANT
Yes milady.

SFX gradually ceases.

NARRATOR
After hurrying like this for a long way, at last they came near to Mount Carmel.  Elisha was there with his servant, Gehazi, and he saw her in the distance.

SFX outside noises.

ELISHA
Look, yonder is the Shunammite woman; run at once to meet her, and say to her.  Is it well with you?  Is it well with your husband?  Is it well with your child?

GEHAZI
Yes Elisha.

SFX footsteps running on gravel 4 seconds.


Woman.  Elisha asks if everything is well?

WOMAN
(hurriedly)  Yes, Yes, all is well.

NARRATOR
The woman hurried past Gehazi, and came up to Elisha on the hill.  She fell down before the prophet and caught hold of his feet.  Gehazi was going to push her away, but Elisha stopped him.

ELISHA
No!  Gehazi, let her alone, for she is in bitter distress; and God has hidden it from me, and has not told me what it is.

WOMAN
(weeping)  Oh Elisha, did I ask my lord for a son?  Did I not say, do not deceive me?

ELISHA
Gehazi, take my staff, go very quickly to the house and lay the staff upon the face of the child.

GEHAZI
Yes my lord!

WOMAN
Oh Elisha, as Yahweh lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.

NARRATOR
The Shunammite woman only wanted Elisha, for HE was the man of God, so he went with her.  As they travelled they met Gehazi on his way back.

GEHAZI
(SFX footsteps running 3 seconds)  (puffing)  My lord, I did as you commanded but the child has not awakened!

ELISHA
Quickly then, we must hurry.

SFX music 6 seconds to break sequence

NARRATOR
Elisha came to the house and found the child lying on his bed.  He was dead.  So he shut the door and prayed to God to make the boy alive again.  Then Elisha lay on the child.  He put his mouth on the boy’s mouth, his eyes on the boy’s eyes, and his hands on the boy’s hands.  Suddenly, the boy’s cold little boy began to grow warm.

ELISHA
The child!  He is growing warm!

NARRATOR
Elisha then got up and walked once through the house.  When he came back, he stretched himself out on the boy again.


Suddenly, the boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.  The little boy was alive again!

ELISHA
Oh praise be to Yahweh, God of Israel!  He has answered my prayer.  (aloud)  Gehazi!  Call the Shunammite woman, the child is alive!

SFX music to break sequence

WOMAN
(running)  What?  What is it?

ELISHA
Woman, take up your son!

WOMAN
(overcome)  Ohh Lord God Almighty!

NARRATOR
The woman was overcome.  She fell down at Elisha’s feet and bowed herself to the ground to thank God.  Then she took her son and went out.


How happy and thankful she must have been to have her boy alive again!  And what a wonderful thing God had done - to make someone who had died, alive and well.


You see, the woman believed that Elisha could help her, for she knew that God was with him.  God answered the prayer of His servant Elisha, and will answer the prayers of all those who believe and obey Him.  Nothing is too hard for God.  He can even raise the dead.  And this is exactly what Jesus will do - when he returns.
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