[image: image1.jpg]Chilvven are an BHeritage
of Paheh
(Psalin 127)




Fiery Furnance (a)
Stage 3 

Fiery Furnance

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· King Nebuchadnezzar
· Three Counsellors
· Herald, child with a loud voice
· Shadrach
· Meshach
· Abednego
· Five Soldiers

· Fourth Man in fire (angel)
· Chorus, Babylonian People


	NOTES FOR TEACHERS:

The Chorus of Babylonians is used as a curtain to ‘hide’ the furnace from the view of the audience except when the furnace is being used.

Construction of the furnace can be simple ie., large cardboard boxes, but it must be large enough so that the “fourth man in the fire” can be hidden inside.  Use cellophane or crepe paper or paint flames?????? A thin red curtain which moves may give the illusion of the movement of flames.  Lights can be used for the fire also.  All four me need to fit in.

Costumes for the Chorus are to be dressed as Babylonians, the boys with long tunics and turbans and the girls with more elaborate gowns, ornaments and earrings.

King wears King costume and crown with sandals.  All others can go bear foot if you want.

Soldiers wear helmets and breastplates and have swords, spears and maybe shields.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego wear more ‘Jewish” costumes.  When the soldiers wrap the ropes around the wrists of S, M and A, they leave the ropes untied and just wrap them around their wrists.  The loose end of the rope should be placed in their hands so that they can free themselves quickly.




FAITH OVER FIRE

SCENE:  
stage is empty except for furnace, which is in the centre of the stage at rear.  Narrator stands in the usual place near the microphone.  Angel is inside furnace before curtain opens.

As music for The Lord is My Light is played, the Chorus enters from both sides of the stage.  They make a semi-circle across the stage area, screening the furnace.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego enter with the Chorus and take their places in the front centre section of the chorus group.

Chorus and S, M and A sing “The Lord is My Light”

NARRATOR:

This is a story of great faith recorded in the Bible in the Book of Daniel.

Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon took the people of Judah as captives.  Four of those captives were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

Their names were changed in Babylon:  Daniel to Belteshazzar, Hananiah to Shadrach, Mishael to Meschach and Azariah to Abednego.

They were told they must eat the King’s meat and drink his wine, but they asked if they could eat pulse and drink water instead.

So a test was set for 10 days.  At the end of the 10 days, they looked a lot fairer and fatter than those who ate the King’s food.

God also gave them more knowledge and wisdom – so these three young men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego became very important in Babylon.

It was not long after this that Nebuchadnezzar became very proud and made a great image of gold and set it up on the Plain of Dura in Babylon.

***** Curtain is lowered to reveal golden image******

(CHORUS moves slowly forward and gaze at the image)
Then the Princes, Governors, Captains, Judges, Treasurers, Counsellors, Sheriffs and the Ruler of the Province were gathered together to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up and stood before it.

COUNCELLORS, SOLIDERS and KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR enter from right of stage and move to centre and all stand admiring the image
NARRATOR
And the Herald cried aloud……………..

HERALD ENTERS FROM right LOUDLY announcing:
“You are commanded, O peoples, nations and languages, that when you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, lyre, harp and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that King Nebucadnezzar has set up:  and whosoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into the burning fiery furnace!”

HERALD joins Chorus

MUSIC PLAYS
ALL fall down and worship except S, M and A.  Counsellors (they peep and play act this) see that they are still standing and hurry to King to tell him that these men did not bow down.  Their message is given in “sign language” and they point to the men and to the idol.  King rises in astonishment and anger.  As he rises, so do the other people.
All in positions

Sing “Look, O King” and point to S, M and A
SOLIDERS arrest them whilst the song is sung, COUNSELLORS go to Chorus.  Soldiers bring them to the KING in the centre of the stage.

KING:  Is it true that you did not fall down and worship my golden image?

SHADRACH:  Yes, it is true

CHORUS MURMER

KING: But why?  Everyone else is doing it!

SHADRACH:  It is against the Lord our God

KING:  I am going to give you one more chance.  The trumpets will blow again, and if you will just do as everyone else is doing and bow down to my golden image, everything will be alright.  I’ll forget the whole incident.  But if you don’t you will be thrown into the furnace of fire.

SHADRACH O King, you should know our answer.

MESHACH:  We will worship only the Lord God most high!

ABEDNEGO:  We will not serve the false gods that you have made.

KING  (furious)  You refuse to obey me?  Then you will die! (To SOLIDERS) Heat the furnace.  Heat it seven times hotter than before!  (SOLIDERS move to heat the fire, and stoke it hotter)  Bind these men (SOLIDERS then bind them with hands behind their backs)

KING (towards the audience, as though addressing a whole crowd of Babylonians) Let this be a lesson to all who live in my kingdom.  The image I have created is to be worshipped!  (To SOLIDERS) Throw them in the fire!

SOLIDERS – drag S, M and A to the door of furnace, dropping back and acting as if great heat is preventing them getting too close.  They push them in the furnace and fall down dead from the heat.  The CHORUS watches looking afraid.

S,M and A quickly loose their ropes and the FOURTH MAN appears in the fire with them.  

S, M and A and the angel all sing “Three good men lived very long ago”
King approaches the furnace and looks closely.  He then turns and hurries to the THREE COUNSELLORS.  

KING:  Didn’t we cast three men bound into the fire?

COUNCSELLORS:  “Certainly, O King”, “True, O King”, “Yes, O King”.

KING moves back to the furnace for another look, hurries back to COUNSELLORS

“But I see four men – loose – walking together in the midst of the fire”

COUNSELLORS and KING hurry back for another look in the fire.

KING:  They are not burned          KING AND COUNSELLORS back away amazed

KING   And the fourth man –  the fourth man is like the son of God

KING calls loudly  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego!  Come out!  Come Out!

S,M and A come out and stand in front of King but fourth man stays in fire.  CHORUS moves back in front of the furnace, ANGEL stands in front of it. 

CHORUS   “Not a hair burned”   “Their clothes don’t smell”   “They look the same”   “No ropes even”   “Amazing”    “Truly wonderful”   “How can this be”     “So hot and not even singed”   “They are in perfect condition”   “The fire had no power over them”    “Their God must be powerful”

(Choose from any of these)

King quietens them down by raising his hands.

KING  Praised be your God who sent His angel to save you because you trusted in Him and would have died for Him.

Turns towards the audience and extends both his arms.

KING   I hereby make a law that no man shall say a word again the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego!  There is no other God who is able to save His own is such a manner!

Turning to S, M and A

KING   Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, you shall have the highest offices in my court!   We shall all honour your God.

SOLIDERS STAND UP

ALL SING   “How Great are His Signs”
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