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Daniel in the Lion’s Den
Stage 3

Daniel in the Lion’s Den

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Man 1

· Man 2

· King Darius


	· Lion’s
· Den


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
A new king reigned in Babylon, whose name was Darius.  He had one hundred and twenty princes to help him rule the kingdom.  Among these was Daniel, the faithful servant of God.  King Darius grew to love Daniel more than all his princes, for Daniel was so wise and good in all that he did.  The king made Daniel the ruler over all the princes and wanted to make him the head over all the kingdom.


The other princes became jealous of Daniel.  They tried to find some fault in him, but they could not.

MAN 1
We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his god.

MAN 2
Yes, let us devise a plan to make the king get rid of him.

NARRATOR
The princes knew that Daniel loved the God of Israel and that he prayed to God three times a day.  They came to the king with a clever plan.

MAN 1
O king Darius, live forever!  All the rulers of the kingdom have agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lion’s den.

MAN 2
Yes, that is right, O most noble King - we have all agreed on this matter.


Now, O King, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered - in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.

NARRATOR
The king could see nothing wrong with this plan.  So he signed his name on the decree.  Alas, he did not know that the princes had tricked him into making this law, just so that Daniel would be killed.  The law was made known throughout the land.  It could not be changed!


Daniel heard about the new law.  But he still continued to pray to God knowing that God would help him if he obeyed.


So Daniel went into his house.  With the windows open towards Jerusalem, he kneeled down three times a day and prayed and gave thanks to his God, just as he had always done.  Secretly, the princes watched him.  This was what they had been waiting for.  They hurried to tell the king that Daniel had broken the law.  He must be thrown into the den of lions!

SFX music to introduce scene 6 seconds, SFX men walking quickly towards king 3 seconds.

MAN 2
O most noble king!

KING DARIUS
Yes, what is it.

MAN 1
Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lion’s den?

KING DARIUS
Yes - the decree stands - in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.

MAN 1
(overjoyed)  Well, my lord, Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, or to the decree you put in writing.  He still prays three times a day.

KING DARIUS
(distressed)  Daniel?

MAN 2
Now remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians, no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.

NARRATOR
So sadly the king gave the order.  He was very unhappy.  He did not want to throw Daniel into the den of lions.  How could he save him?  By the end of the day, he still had not thought of a way to save Daniel.  He could not change a law once it was made.  Sadly he called Daniel before him.

KING DARIUS
O Daniel, your God, whom you serve continually, He will save you.

NARRATOR
Daniel was then thrown to the lions and a large stone was rolled across the door of the den.

SFX stone being rolled - lions roaring - scuffle - sad music alone 3 seconds, then fade into narrator.


The king went back to the palace.  He was very worried.  He could eat no food.  He could not enjoy listening to any music.  He could not sleep at all.  At last the morning came and he hurried to the den of lions.

SFX man running 3 seconds, SFX lions’ roaring coming in.

KING DARIUS
(anguished)  Daniel!  servant of the living God, has you God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?

DANIEL
(sounding as in a cave)  O king, live for ever!  My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions.  They have not hurt me because I was found innocent at his sight.  Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king.

NARRATOR
God HAD been able to deliver Daniel!  The king then ordered that Daniel should be taken out of the den.  He found that Daniel had no wound of any kind upon him, because he believed and had faith in his God.


Then the king turned to the jealous princes.  Their wicked plan had come to nothing.  Now they would be thrown into the lions’ den together with their families.  Hungrily the lions jumped on them and ate them all up, even before they came to the bottom of the den.  In this way, God punished them for their hatred and jealousy of Daniel.


The king now knew that Daniel’s God was the only true God.  He wrote a new law to all his people.

KING DARIUS
May you prosper greatly!


I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel.


For he is the living God and he endures for ever.  His kingdom will not be destroyed, His dominion will never end.  He rescues and He saves:  He performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth.  He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.

NARRATOR
So because of Daniel’s faith and courage, all the people learnt about the God of Israel.


Like Daniel, we should pray to God every day.  If we learn God’s Word and pray to Him often, we will become strong in faith and courage.  Even when there are dangers, we will still believe in God and His angels will care for us.
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