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Nehemiah
Stage 3 

Nehemiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator 1 & 2

· Nehemiah
· Hanani
· Friend 1 & 2
· King
· Rulers
· Sanballat
· Tobiah


	· 


NARRATOR
God had not forgotten His city or His people.  The time had come for Jerusalem to be built again.  Now God began to help His people to return to their beloved city, to rebuild the Temple and the walls and houses.  This story is one of the faithful builders.

Music fades


Nehemiah lived in Persia, in the palace of the king.  He was the king’s cupbearer.  One day, one of his brothers came from Judah with some other men, and brought some very sad news.

NEHEMIAH
Hanani, how are you my brother!

HANANI
On Nehemiah, my soul is exceedingly heavy!

NEHEMIAH
What is wrong Hanani?  Is there bad news from Jerusalem.  Is all well with those who survived the exile?

HANANI
(angry and distressed)  No Nehemiah, all is NOT well.  Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in GREAT trouble and disgrace.

NEHEMIAH
Great trouble and disgrace?  This upsets me greatly Hanani.  What can be done.

HANANI
(dejectedly)  Oh I don’t know, and besides, that is not all.  The wall of Jerusalem is broken down.

NEHEMIAH
The wall, did you say the wall?  Oh no.

FRIEND 2
Yes Nehemiah and even the gates have been burned with fire!  (very dejectedly)  It is a very sad picture indeed.

NEHEMIAH
(sounds of weeping)  Oh, Jerusalem.... Jerusalem (weeping continues in background as narrator speaks).

NARRATOR
Nehemiah wept when he heard this.  He also was a Jew and he loved his people and his own land.  He prayed to God and asked God to help him, for he wanted to build the walls of Jerusalem again.

NEHEMIAH
Oh Lord God of heaven!  the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and obey his commands, let thine ear be attentive and thine eyes open to hear thy prayer thy servant is praying before thee this day and night for thy servants, the people of Israel.


I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house, have committed against thee.  We have acted very wickedly towards thee. We have not obeyed the commands thou gavest thy servant Moses.


Remember the instruction thou gave thy servant Moses, saying ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.


They are thy servants and thy people! .....  whom thou hast redeemed by thy great strength and thy mighty hand.


Oh Lord, let thine ear be attentive to the prayer of this thy servant and grant me favour this day in the presence of the king.

NARRATOR
And so when Nehemiah brought wine to the king, the king noticed that he looked sad.

Music to introduce scene 6 seconds.

KING
Nehemiah, why does your face look so sad when you are not ill?  This can be nothing but sadness of heart.

NEHEMIAH
May the king live for ever!


Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?

KING
What is it you want Nehemiah?

NARRATOR
Then Nehemiah was afraid that the king would be angry with him.  So he made a short prayer for God for help.

NEHEMIAH
(to himself)  Oh Yahweh God of heaven, remember thy servant!


(Pause - then aloud)  If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favour in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuilt it.

KING
How long will your journey take Nehemiah, and when will you get back?

NARRATOR
It pleased the king to send Nehemiah, so Nehemiah set a time, and asked the king another question.

NEHEMIAH
If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of the province beyond the river, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah?  And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king’s forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?

KING
Alright Nehemiah... I will grant you your requests.

NARRATOR
God had heard Nehemiah’s prayer.  Soon he set out from Persia for the work which he wanted so much to do.  Nehemiah arrived safely at Jerusalem and had been there for three days.  The next night he set off quietly in the darkness with a few close friends to look at the walls and gates of the city.

SFX feet walking on gravel x 2, horses (single) on gravel, night noises.

NEHEMIAH
(whispering)  The walls certainly have been ruined and the gates burned with fire.  Will you and your friends help me in my plan to rebuild the walls?

FRIEND 1
Yes, of course we will.  With your planning and organising we will all work together as a team.

NEHEMIAH
Good then, call together the rulers of the people and we will seek them to help.

SFX music to break sequence 6 seconds, small crowd noises gradually fade in.

NEHEMIAH
(loudly)  Men of Israel!  (crowd noises cease)  You see the trouble we are in:  Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire.  Come, let us rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.

RULERS
Let us start building.  Yes, let us rise up and build!!

NARRATOR
So amid the dirt and ruin of God’s city, the people began to work together.

SFX hammer on anvil, sawing wood - alone 5 seconds then in background while narrator speaks, gradually fading.


However, there were Samaritans living in the land at that time who did not want the Jews to return.  So when they heard that the walls of Jerusalem were going to be built again, they became very angry and mocked the Jews.

SFX town noises, horses walking on gravel, crowd noises - alone 3 seconds then in background.

SANBALLAT
What are those feeble Jews doing?  Do they think they can restore their wall?  Will they offer sacrifices?  Ha!! Will they finish in a day?  Do they really believe they will bring the stones back to life from these heaps of rubble - burned as they are!!  Ha!  Ha!  What do you say Tobiah?

TOBIAH
(jokingly)  Oh I most totally agree Sanballat.  What they are building - even if a fox climbed up on it, HE would break down THEIR wall of stones!! (raucous laughter)

SANBALLAT
(laughing uncontrollably)  Ohhhh!!!  Yes!!!!

Music to end sequence.

NARRATOR
However, with God’s help, Nehemiah and his men rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart.


But when the Samaritans heard that the repairs had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they became very angry.  Together they made plans to attack the men as they built.  They were determined to stop the work.

TOBIAH
Let us attack the men as they build!  That will make them stop.  They cannot build and fight as well.

SANBALLAT
Yes, before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work!

NARRATOR
But Nehemiah heard of their plan.  The work of building must go on!  So Nehemiah prayed to God for help and set a watch for the enemy both in the day time and at night.  Half of Nehemiah’s men worked on the wall and the other half stood ready with spears, shields and bows.  Even the builders worked with their swords at their sides.  Nehemiah then spoke to the people.

NEHEMIAH
(shouting)  The work that we are doing is extensive and spread out, and we are widely separated from each other along the wall.  So whenever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there.  Our God will fight for us!

NARRATOR
So the wall rose higher and higher.  Nehemiah never grew tired of the work.  He helped the men who were building the walls.  He was also the watchman over the city.  Neither he, nor his brethren, nor his servants took off their clothes by day nor by night, they were so busy getting the work finished.



Nehemiah was a true leader of God’s people.  He was both a man of prayer and a man who worked for God.


At last the wall was finished.  The enemy had often tried to stop them, but Nehemiah and the people trusted in God.  They had kept on with the work and God had blessed them.  Now, after only 52 days, the wall around the city of Jerusalem stood up once again.

NARRATOR 2
So God’s people dwelt again in the city of Jerusalem.  For a time they remained faithful, but little by little they forgot God and His Word.  Many, many years passed with only just a few people remembering God’s promises and waiting for their promised Saviour.
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