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Gideon
Stage 3 

Gideon

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Prophet
· Angel
· Midianite 1 & 2
· Ephraimite
· Prince
· Zebah
· Jether
· Zalmunna
· Israelite Gideon
· Men
· Four Men
· Joash
· Voice
· Phurah


	· 


NARRATOR
Read Judges 6:1-6

PROPHET
(speaking to group)  “Thus saith Yahweh, God of Israel, I brought you forth out of the house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppressed you, and drove them out from before you and gave you their land; and I said unto you, I am Yahweh your God; fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell; but ye have not obeyed my voice.

ANGEL
Yahweh is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.

GIDEON
Oh my Lord, if Yahweh be with us, why then is all this befallen us?  and where be all His miracles which our fathers told us of, saying did not Yahweh bring us up from Egypt?  But now Yahweh hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.

ANGEL
looks
Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midianites:  have not I sent thee?

GIDEON
Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel?  Behold my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.

ANGEL
Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.

GIDEON
If now I have found grace in thy sight, then show me a sign that thou talkest with me.  Depart not hence I pray thee, until I come again, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee.

ANGEL
I will tarry until thou come again.





Gideon prepares a meal.
NARRATOR
And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour:  the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot and brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented it.

ANGEL
Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth.





Angel touches the objects - fire - angel disappears.
GIDEON
Alas, Oh Lord Yahweh! I have seen an angel of Yahweh face to face.

ANGEL
(Voice)    Peace be unto thee; fear not:  thou shalt not die.

NARRATOR
Then Gideon built an altar there unto Yahweh, and called it Yahweh-Shalom.

SCENE 2





Gideon sleeping - aroused.
ANGEL
(Voice)  Take thy father’s young bullock, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father  hath, and cut down the grove that is by it:  and build an altar unto Yahweh thy God upon the top of this rock, in the ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which thou shall cut down.



Awake Phurah - off  L.S. - on R.S.





Gideon and men throw down altar, cut down grove, build altar, make offering.
MEN
Looking at wreckage, examine it, ask amongst themselves.


Who’s done this?  ...... etc.

MAN 1
Gideon the son of Joash hath done this thing.

MAN 2
with others


Bring out thy son that he may die.

MAN 3
He’s cast down the altar of Baal!

MAN 4
He’s cut down the grove that was by it!

JOASH
Will ye plead for Baal?  Will ye save him?  He that will plead for him, let him be put to death while it is yet morning:  if he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath cast down his altar.





Crowd breaks up, muttering.
NARRATOR
Reads Judges 6:33-35 ..... meet them”

GIDEON
Oh God, if thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold I will put a fleece of wool on the floor:  and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said.

NARRATOR
And it was so; for he rose up early on the morrow, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the fleece, a bowl full of water.

GIDEON
O God, let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once more;  Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece:  Let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground let there be dew.

NARRATOR
And God did so that night:  for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground.

SCENE 3

NARRATOR
Then Gideon, who became known as Jerubbaal, meaning contender with Baal, rose up early with all the people that were with him and pitched beside the well of Harod:  so that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.





Gideon and group looking at Midianites - some panicky.
VOICE
Gideon, the people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me.

GIDEON
Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from Mount Gilead.





speaking to Phurah


Phurah, find out how many have returned and how many remain with us.

PHURAH
22,000 have returned, leaving us with 10,000.  But Gideon, there’s 135,000 of the Midianites!

VOICE
Gideon, the people are yet too many, bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for thee there.

GIDEON
Right men, down to the water.

MAN 1
What, but Gideon, that’s right down next to the Midianites.

GIDEON
Yes, I know, just get going - you’ll find out the reason why later.





men drinking
VOICE
Everyone that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise everyone that boweth down upon his knees to drink.

GIDEON
Phurah, I’ll need your help.  Those who drink the water like a dog out of their hand, send them over there.  Those who kneel and put their faces to the water place them over there.  We don’t need careless men in this battle.





sorting out


How many bowed down upon their knees to drink?

PHURAH
9,700 (pause) Gideon, that leaves only 300 men and .... and, what are we going to use for weapons?

VOICE
Gideon, by the 300 men will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand:  and let all the other people go every man unto his place.

NARRATOR
So the people took victuals in their hand, and their trumpets; and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and retained those 300 men:  and the house of Midian was beneath him in the valley.





Night Time
VOICE
Gideon, arise, get thee down unto the host:  for I have delivered it into thine hand.  But if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the host:  and thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to go down unto the host.





Heard offstage
GIDEON
Phurah, get up, come on, let’s go down and spy out the land.  We’ll see what the Midianites are up to.





Gideon and Phurah crawl along - noise of Midianite camp heard
PHURAH
Look, there’s some Amalekite tents and look at all those others.  Why, all the children of the east are encamped here Gideon, they’re like grasshoppers for multitude and... and those camels - I can’t number them, they’re as the sand by the seaside for multitude.

GIDEON
Shhhh.  Listen to those two men talking.

MIDIANITE 1
Hey, Abdul, I want to tell you about a dream I’ve just had.  It’s got me worried.  I know something’s wrong.

MIDIANITE 2
Yes, well come on, tell me the dream.

MIDIANITE 1
A cake of barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian, and came into a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, and flattened it!

MIDIANITE 2
This is nothing else save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel.  For into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the host.

GIDEON
Phurah, did you hear that!



Oh, praise be to Yahweh.  What more signs do we need that He will surely be with us.  Let us be strong and of a good courage.  We have no need to be afraid or dismayed now, for Yahweh our God is with us.  He has sent us.  He will deliver the Midianites into our hands.  Come on, let’s get ready for the battle.





comes to group


Arise, for Yahweh hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.

NARRATOR
And he divided the 300 men into 3 companies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.





Sort out the people and give them equipment
GIDEON
Look on me, and do likewise:  and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.  When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and shout, The sword of Yahweh and of Gideon.





Man prepare, get into position.
MIDIANITE 1
Abdul, I’m worried about that dream, do you really think that Gideon will attack us?

MIDIANITE 2
Well, all I can say is, I’m glad you’re taking the middle watch.  I’ve had enough.  I keep on imagining things, things like Israelites crawling all around us - up there in the mountains, the caves and strongholds.

MIDIANITE 1
Oh may the gods not forsake us.  Whilst you were on watch I was talking about my dream to the others and do you know what, they’ve all had queer dreams.  Abdul, between you and me I’d rather be home with my goats.





Gideon’s men blow trumpets, break pitchers, hold up lamps.
MEN SHOUT
THE SWORD OF YAHWEH AND OF GIDEON.
NARRATOR
Read Judges 7:21-25.

SCENE 4

EPHRAIMITE 1
Why hast thou served us thus, that thou called us not when thou went to fight with the Midianites?

EPHRAIMITE 2
Yeah, who do you think you are - your family’s poor in Manasseh.

EPHRAIMITE 1
If you had called us before, we would have helped you fight the Midianites - anyway the Midianites are not so powerful after all.

EPHRAIMITE 2
Yeah, some victory you had, Gideon!

GIDEON
What have I done now in comparison with you?  Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer?  God hath delivered into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb:  and what was I able to do in comparison with you?

EPHRAIMITE 1
Yes, well, that’s right.  Here are the head of Oreb and Zeeb - the princes of Midian.  Oh, Gideon, if you need us again, just call on us, won’t you.

NARRATOR
And Gideon came to Jordan and passed over to Succoth, he and all the 300 men that were with him, faint yet pursuing them.

GIDEON
Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that follow me, for they be faint, and we’re pursuing after Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.





Princes of Succoth look offended.
PRINCE
Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should give bread unto thine army?

GIDEON
When Yahweh hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, then... then I will tear your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with briers.

NARRATOR
Read Judges 8:8-12.

GIDEON
Phurah, quick, catch that young man.  Now, tell us who are the princes and elders of Succoth.  Give us a description of them.





Gideon and captives come to the men of Succoth.        Gideon pushing forward captives.
GIDEON
Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom ye did upbraid me, saying, Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we should give bread unto thy men that are weary?  Phurah, have you got that list?  Now, I want the following men to step forward - right.



Phurah, read out the names.... I’ll teach you a lesson you’ll never forget... “Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand?”  Indeed!  Come on, bend over.  Whirls whip of thorns.

NARRATOR
Read Judges 8:16-17

GIDEON
What manner of men were they whom he slew at Tabor?

ZEBAH
As thou art, so were they;  each one resembled the children of a king.

GIDEON
They were my brethren ... Yes, even the sons of my mother.





turns aside to weep.


As Yahweh liveth, if ye had saved them alive, I would not slay you.  Jether - up, slay them.

JETHER
But father, I can’t do it, please I can’t.

ZALMUNNA
Rise thou, and fall upon us:  for as the man is so is his strength.

GIDEON
Give me that sword



You Midianites, you who came to destroy Israel....



slays kings  - lights out
ISRAELITE
Gideon, we want you to rule over us, both thou and thy son, and thy son son’s also:  for thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian.

GIDEON
No, I shall not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you:  Yahweh shall rule over you - only remember Yahweh our God, He has delivered Israel out of the hands of all their enemies on every side.
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