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Contest on Mount Carmel
Stage 3 

Contest on Mount Carmel

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Yahweh

· Ahab

· Elijah

· People 1 & 2


	


Incidental music - 5 seconds - then in background.

NARRATOR
For three and a half years, the drought was over the land.  It was very severe.  But one day the word of God came to Elijah.

YAHWEH
Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.

NARRATOR
Straight away - Elijah obeyed.  He left the shelter of the widow’s house at Zarephath and came back to the land of Israel.


But remember - in Israel lived wicked King Ahab, who wanted Elijah dead.  However, Elijah was not afraid.  He went down to meet that wicked king, and soon they stood face to face.

SFX music to introduce scene - 6 seconds.

AHAB
Elijah!  Art thou he that troubleth Israel?

ELIJAH
I have not made trouble for Israel, Ahab.  But you and your father’s family have.  You have abandoned God’s commands and have followed Baal.  Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel.

AHAB
On Mount Carmel - why?

ELIJAH
You will find out why, and gather to me the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel’s table.

AHAB
Why?  Why?

ELIJAH
Come to Mount Carmel, and you shall see.

SFX music to break sequence - 6 seconds and in background as Narrator speaks.

NARRATOR
So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel.

SFX  of large crowd murmuring - alone 3 seconds.

ELIJAH
(shouting)  People of Israel.  How long will you waver between two opinions?  If Yahweh is God, follow him:  but if Baal is God, follow him.

SFX murmuring increases - alone 3 seconds.

ELIJAH
So, you have nothing to say, I, even I only, remain a prophet of Yahweh; but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men!


Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:  and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood and put no fire under:  And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of Yahweh; and the God that answereth by fire, LET HIM BE GOD!

SFX murmuring increases - alone 2 seconds.

PEOPLE 1
(amongst other people)  Yes, what he says seems a good idea.

PEOPLE 2
Yes, a contest between Yahweh and Baal.  Then he will know who is the true god.  (then shouts)  Yes Elijah!  What you say is good!

ELIJAH
Very well then (sarcastically)  Prophets of Baal - choose one of the bullocks and prepare it first, since there are so many of you!  Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.

NARRATOR
So the prophets of Baal took the bullock given to them and prepared it, and then they called on his name.

All speakers together - except for Elijah)


Oh Baal hear us!  Oh Baal hear us!

NARRATOR
But there was no response.  No one answered.  They then began dancing around the altar they had made.

ALL SPEAKERS
(louder)  Oh Baal hear us!  Oh Baal hear us!  Oh Baal hear us!

NARRATOR
(with chanting in background)  They began leaping around the altar.  Still there was no answer.  At noon, Elijah began to mock them.

ELIJAH
(with chanting still in background)  (shouting - mockingly)  Cry aloud:  for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked!!

NARRATOR
Now the prophets became anxious.  So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with knives and spears, until their blood flowed.

ALL SPEAKERS
(higher pitch - much louder)  OH BAAL HEAR US!  OH BAAL HEAR US!  OH BAAL HEAR US!  OH BAAL HEAR US!

NARRATOR
But there was no response, no-one answered, no-one paid attention.  Because you see, Baal was nothing but a dumb idol. He could not do a thing.  By now evening had come.  Suddenly, Elijah called to the people.

ELIJAH
(shouting very loudly)  Come here to me!

SFX all chanting ceases.

NARRATOR
The people came to him.  Elijah then prepared to call upon Yahweh, the true and living God.  Using twelve stones, he repaired the altar of God, which was in ruins.


Then he dug a trench around it large enough to contain two measures of seed.  He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood.

ELIJAH
Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.

SFX - water being poured.

ELIJAH
Do it again!

SFX - water being poured.

PEOPLE 1
(whispering)  How can he expect the offering to catch fire.  It is saturated!

PEOPLE 2
I don’t know!

ELIJAH
(shouting)  Do it a third time!

NARRATOR
The people did as Elijah asked.  Everything was so wet, the water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench  All was silent.

SFX - light wind - alone 4 seconds.

ELIJAH
Oh Yahweh God of Abraham, Isaac and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.


Hear me, O Yahweh, hear me, that this people may know that thou art Yahweh God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

SFX - wind alone 3 seconds, then thunder followed by noise of fire - 6 seconds alone.

NARRATOR
Fire came down from heaven and consumed the sacrifice.  It burnt the wood, the stones, the dust and the water!  The people seeing this, were overcome.

ALL PEOPLE
Yahweh he is God .... YAHWEH HE IS GOD!


ELIJAH
(shouting)  Seize the prophets of Baal.  Do not let any escape.

SFX - loud crowd noises - men screaming - noises of battle - alone 8 seconds.

NARRATOR
The prophets of Baal were seized by the people, and then were taken down to the brook Kishon, where they were all put to death.


What is the lesson that the children of Israel learnt, do you think?  Yes, that’s right, God had shown them that HE was the only true God.  He had shown them His great power and His anger.  Soon after He was to show His mercy.


Remember that the land was still in a drought?  Well, seven times Elijah prayed to God for rain.


After the seventh time, a little cloud came up over the sea.  It looked no larger than a man’s hand, but soon the heaven grew black with clouds.  Then came the rain.


After three and a half long years, the famine had ended.  God had once more answered the prayer of Elijah.
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