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Nehemiah (d)
Stage 3 

Nehemiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Dad

· Mum

· Matthew

· Suzie

· Hanani

· Nehemiah

· Herald

· Captain – Guard

· King

· Captain – Armoury

· Queen

· Sanballat

· Tobiah

· Meshullum

· Meremoth

· Uzziel


	Backdrops:  Family Scene - A room divider, with a painting hanging on it.  Palace Scene - Jerusalem scene.

Props:  Table, chairs, scroll, donkey, spades, swords, bricks fans (2), goblets, throne, pulpit, book of law, cards, wettex, apron.




Light on family scene, throne room scene also up.  

Introduction:  Mother wiping table after dinner (wearing apron), father enters arranging Bible and notes.

DAD
It’s time we called the family together for the readings my sweet, boy have I found some precious gems!

MUM
Is this in connection with you study you are doing at Bible School, Robert?

DAD
Yes, it is, I’ve been asked to speak on Nehemiah - you know Ann, so little is written on Nehemiah.  (pause)  and for that matter Ezra - it’s such a pity, they were wonderful characters.

Mother looks over Dad’s shoulder, takes apron off.  Shouts.

MUM
Readings everyone.

Two children arrive in dressing gowns and pyjamas.

MATTHEW
Why do we have to do the readings now Dad?  I was just getting interested in a good book from the library - it’s the best Hardy boy jungle adventure.

DAD
Let’s forget about library books for the moment and get our minds on the Book of Books; you know Matt, there’s lots of adventure stories in the Bible (pause, opens Bible at Nehemiah)  I thought I would discuss the book of Nehemiah with you first, since studying it, I have been fired up with enthusiasm and I want to share it with you.  Now who knows anything about Nehemiah?

SUZIE
We’ve been learning about Nehemiah in this years Sunday School lessons, he organised the Jews to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

DAD
Good girl Suzie, he was a terrific reformer and for that matter Ezra was too, both did much to encourage the people to serve Yahweh - you see Nehemiah encouraged the people to rise up and build the walls, * while Ezra encouraged the people to read the practise the Word of Yahweh.


Pause -  as father speaks lights gradually go dim (* marks the spot).         The time was about 502 BC., 12 years after Ezra’s reform, 1 year after Haman’s death, Mordecai the Jew was Prime Minister, the place - Shushan the palace.  By the way does anyone know who Haman was?

MATTHEW
He was a Jew hater in the time of Esther, wasn’t he Dad?

DAD
You’re so right Matt, let’s continue, Nehemiah was appointed cupbearer to king Ahasuerus or Artaxerxes; the Queen was Esther.

Lights out, music.  Spotlight on Nehemiah who sits reading scroll (5 seconds), dark elsewhere, Hanani rushes in - still darkness.

HANANI
Nehemiah, my brother, Shalom.  (pause, hang head, wipe eyes, say in tearful voice)  Alas my brother all is not well   The people who have returned to Jerusalem are in great trouble - the enemies of Judah attacked them and caused their labours of rebuilding to cease.  (pause)  I must go and tell others - farewell Nehemiah.

Nehemiah looks dejected, rips clothes, weeps then says, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, kneels and reads prayer off card (or bows head, voice off stage).  Light is going dim.

NEHEMIAH
I beseech thee, O Yahweh, Ail of Heaven the great and terrible Ail that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love Him and observe His commandments; let thine ear be attentive and thine eyes open.

Lights out, music plays as prayer fades.  Players ready to enter from rear. King, queen, 2 fanners, herald, queen’s maid, royal fanfare music - Enter.  Queen’s maid spread royal gown out - steps to back.

HERALD
His royal majesty king Artaxerxes, is now present with his queen, silence.  Long live the king and queen of all Persia.  (bows to king then to queen, turns to audience)  The king will now hear the affairs of State.  (unrolls scroll)  Call the captain of the guards!

Captain of the guards bows to king and queen.  King acknowledges by raising sceptre.

CAPTAIN (guard)
Your most royal majesty live for ever, there are many enemies that dare to roam in your city we need to increase the body guards to protect you and your royal family.

KING
Excellent idea - see to it!

HERALD
Next - the captain of the amoury.

CAPTAIN (armoury)
Your majesty, may your kingdom go on from strength to strength - (pause)  I must bring to your notice that we have a shortage of weapons for our infantry; do I get your approval to send to Akkud for a new shipment.

KING
See to it immediately.  (king turns to queen)   I do hope you are not too bored with the affairs of state, my dear.

QUEEN
(touches kings hand)  My place is always by your side, O king.

King stands up and clasps hands.

KING
This is enough for one day.  I thirst for wine, call for my cupbearer.

Herald calls the kings cupbearer.  Enter Nehemiah with different outfit, with bottle and goblet - downcast.  King eyes him up and down.  Nehemiah pours drink, tastes it, hands it to the king and bows, continues to look down.

KING
What is ailing you, Nehemiah, are you sick?

NEHEMIAH
Not so my lord, I am not sick.

KING
What then - don’t you know your life could be ended for coming into my presence in such a manner?

NEHEMIAH
Please forgive me (bows)  Your majesty, I am sad, my heart is rent in two, I mourn because my beloved city, Jerusalem, lies waste and the gates are burnt with fire.

QUEEN
(hand over mouth)  Oh, no.

KING
Are you alright my dear?

QUEEN
(nods)
NEHEMIAH
I do ask a petition from you, O king.  (turns to audience)  O Yahweh help me.  (turns back to king)  I beg of you grant me leave that I may go back to my land and encourage my people to rebuild the walls.

KING
You are a good and faithful cupbearer, Nehemiah.  (turns to queen for her approval, queen also nods quickly)  Yes, you may go, but hurry back quickly.

NEHEMIAH
You are so kind, O king, I also desire another request.

KING
Speak.

NEHEMIAH
May I also have a letter written in your handwriting to take to Asaph the keep of the forest for timber to help with my work.

KING
Herald, a scroll.

Herald leaves room for a second, comes back with scroll and pen.  Bows and hands to king.  Lights go dim.  King writes and hands to Nehemiah.  Nehemiah bows and goes out.  Close curtain.

Music, change to Jerusalem scene.  Walls broken down, boxes (when rebuilding use bricks).  Sanballet and Tobiah talking.

SANBALLET
I overheard Nehemiah was coming to Jerusalem (mocking voice)  heard he is the Persian king’s cupbearer - supposed to be a reformer - I wonder why he’s coming?  I hope he’s bringing the king’s wine with him!  Ha!  Ha!

TOBIAH
Don’t worry Sanballet, he’s probably coming to rip his clothes and throw dust over himself and organise a day’s mourning for the Jews.

SANBALLET
I heard a story once Tobiah, that this fellow seems to tear people’s hair out while the other fellow Ezra, when he gets angry tears his own out!  Ha!  Ha!

Both go off.  Dim lights as if night - a spotlight on Nehemiah on donkey - circles city three times.

NEHEMIAH
My heart is indeed heavy, when I see this waste.  O Jerusalem, joy of the earth.  Ah, the enemies of Israel have always succeeded when our hearts have turned against Yahweh.

Gets off donkey, leads him off stage.  Comes back, calls the people.

NEHEMIAH
Where is everyone?  People of the city come forth.  (People come on)   Where are the rulers of the city?  (rulers step forth)   Peace to you, my brethren Meshullum and Rephaiah we have a great work to accomplish - will you help me?

MESHULLUM
Nehemiah, we know that God is with you;  we will be behind you, what do you suggest we do?

Nehemiah is interrupted.

MEREMOTH
(rushes in)  Nehemiah, Nehemiah I overheard our enemies speaking (pant, puff)  they have been listening to your conversation (pant), they said they will stop your work of building the walls and gates.

Dim lights.

NEHEMIAH
(hand raised)  Fear not, the God of heaven will prosper us: Let us rise up and build.

Freeze, lights out, Get rid of broken boxes.


Flashback to family.

DAD
As I said, Nehemiah was a man of prayer and a great reformer.  He was a man who acted, he wasn’t prepared to stay at Shushan the Palace and mourn, he wanted to do all to help his people.


That’s a wonderful example for us to follow and I’ve coloured in those words:  Let us rise up and build - words that should be on our lips today.  Well now, Nehemiah had a great task before him, there were 12 gates he had to restore as well as building the walls - it wasn’t going to be an easy task, he had the support of most of the people and most of all God was with him.  It was a wonderful time in Israel’s history - families put their shoulders to the work and their hearts and minds to the great work of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.


Freeze.  Light on Jerusalem scene - everyone in place with spades, hammers, etc, building the walls when Uzziel rushes in.

UZZIEL
Nehemiah our enemies Sanballat and Tobiah are tyring to stop our work we were over near the Prison Gate when they attacked us.

NEHEMIAH
Well that leaves one thing to do, half of your men take up shields, spears and bows.  Get these weapons quickly.  We will divide the people up - some will stand and watch with their weapons and others will continue the walls.  Let’s try and get the job done quickly; sleep in your clothes.  All this will save time, Yahweh be with you - Let us rise up and build.

Find a suitable song - half children handed spears etc, stand watching while others pretend to make a wall.  Music keeps going - children in two by two bearing 12 gates on cardboard.  Valley gates, Dung Gate, Foundation Gate, Water Gate, Horse Gate, East Gate, Prison Gate, Muster Gate, Sheep Gate, Fish Gate, Old Gate, Ephraim Gate.  

Two children on other side of stage flip days over on stand.  Both turn cards.  Dim light, music softens, Enter Tobiah and Sanballat from back and shout out.

TOBIAH
(shouting)  Look Sanballat, fancy that - a fox will go through that wall and he will break down that wall they are building.  Ha!  Ha!

Both exit.  Song again, then music till 52 days.

EVERYONE
It is finished!  It is finished!  Yahweh was with us - we laboured from the rising of the morning till the stars appeared - 52 days its a miracle.

NEHEMIAH
Think upon me O my God for good according to all that I have done for this people.

Freeze.  Go back to family.  Music, pulpit brought on. Ezra stands on it, people gather, Ezra speaking from the law.

DAD
And as the mammoth task undertaken by Nehemiah and the wall was completed in 52 days.  Nehemiah was an outstanding man of prayer and action - faced great odds but he had a positive attitude which helped his brethren - what stirring words:  Let us rise up and build.

SUZIE
You did mention Ezra Dad, where does he come into the picture.

Lights out, light flashes onto Ezra standing on the pulpit miming words while Father speaks.

DAD
Ezra exhorted the people from the law for six hours - how about that - they listened attentively; read the law distinctly, gave the sense and cause to understand the reading.


The people were so moved they wept, (people wipe eyes)  they knew they had strayed from God’s path.  We have to be wise and see where we go wrong and get back on the right path serving Yahweh - words we need today:  Let us rise up and build.

Places for last song.
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