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Daniel

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Daniel

· Melzar

· Simeon

· Hananiah

· Azariah

· Mishael

· Nebuchadnezzar

· Chamberlain

· Chaldean 1 & 2

· Arioch

· Voice

· Queen

· Belshazzar

· Princes (3)

· Darius


	· 


SCENE 1 - The Test of the Pulse

Noise of the battle, dim light as four men try to steal across the stage, apprehended, with one declaring that he would now pay for his rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar by seeing his sons slain and his own eyes put out.  Move them and others out across the stage.

DANIEL as Narrator
And so was the end of the reign of the last king of Judah, king Zedekiah.  But 20 years before this terrible scene, I, Daniel, as well as many others of my friends, princes of Judah, were taken captive by the great king Nebuchadnezzar.  We were dragged away from mothers and fathers to grow up in the schools of Babylon.  There we were to be taught the language and culture of the Babylonians.

Joins into scene as light comes up.

MELZAR
Come on, you Medians, come to the meal, your always last.  If you’re not faster, your friends, the Persians, will beat you to it.

SIMEON
You seem particularly happy, today, Melzar - who have you poisoned?

MELZAR
None of your cheek, Simeon - your fellow Jews ought to take Daniel and his three friends more for an example.

SIMEON
Them?

MELZAR
Yes, them!  Ashpenaz was just telling me how studious those four are.  They’ve astounded their teachers at the speed of their learning.

SIMEON
I guess we can’t all be blessed like that! (turns away)
In walks the four friends.

MELZAR
Daniel!  Good morning, Hananiah, Mishael and you too, Azariah.

HANANIAH
Good morning to you too, Melzar!  You seem very happy.

MELZAR
Well yes, of course I am.. after all..well, having just heard how well you four are doing in your studies... well, of course, Ashpenaz, my master, and his master the great king Nebuchadnezzar are very pleased with me as well... being of course the steward directly overseeing your needs.

MISHAEL
I’m glad this has worked to your benefit, Melzar.

AZARIAH
Yes, but just remember, Melzar, although we are trying to do our best, all the praise must go to the great God of Israel.

HANANIAH
The only true God of heaven and earth.

MISHAEL
The creator and sustainer of all life.

MELZAR
So you’ve said before, but if He’s so powerful, why are you here?

AZARIAH
It is because He is so powerful that we’re here!  You see, Melzar, our people turned their back on Him.

HANANIAH
And worshipped other idols.

AZARIAH
Yes, so He is punishing us, by giving us into your hands - so it wasn’t Babylon’s might that overthrew Judah - it was the will of our God!

MISHAEL
But it won’t be forever. (pause)
DANIEL
(long pause)  It’ll be for exactly 70 years.

MELZAR
Amazing - how do you know Daniel?

DANIEL
God has revealed the time to the prophet Jeremiah in Jerusalem.

MELZAR
Oh well, I really came for another reason.

MISHAEL
What was that?

MELZAR
Ashpenaz is so pleased with you, that he has graced you with the privilege of having new Babylonish names.  Daniel, you’ll now be called Belteshazzar, Hananiah will be called Shadrach, Mishael, Meshach and Azariah your new name will be Abednego.

HANANIAH
But Melzar, bear them we will if Ashpenaz so requests, but we don’t feel it is a privilege!

MELZAR
No?  Why?

AZARIAH
Oh, Melzar, haven’t you been listening to what we’ve been telling you about the jealous nature of the true God?  (Melzar shrugs)  Unlike your vain gods of Babylon, the living God does care about His people.  Our Hebrew names declare our relationship to Him and His covenants to His people.

MELZAR
Oh!  But what will I tell Ashpenaz?  I don’t think he’ll understand!

DANIEL
No, he wouldn’t - not yet.  So tell him nothing, Melzar - we wouldn’t want you to jeopardise your position or your life.  An idol is nothing in this world.  We will bear the new names, but Melzar, we do have a request.

MELZAR
(much relieved)  Yes, Dan... Belteshazzar?

DANIEL
This meat and drink that you bring us from the king’s own table has been offered to the Babylonish gods.

MELZAR
Yes!  You are fed only the very best.

DANIEL
Well, I am requesting that we not eat of this defiled food.

MELZAR
Not eat! But, but Daniel but the king!  Daniel what will happen to me if, if you appear ill treated, unhealthy or in poor spirits compared to the others?

DANIEL
It is right that at present you doubt our God’s ability to help His servants.  Test us then, Melzar.  Give us vegetables only, for 10 days and then you yourself be the judge. 

Lights dim and lights go up.

MELZAR
Well my friends, truly your God is a powerful God - it is a fact commented on by others who knew not of our test, that you look better than all those who eat from the king’s own table.

MISHAEL
So it’s agreed then, Melzar?

MELZAR
Of course it is - No more defiled food for you 

Lights fade, music, bed brought on and image.

SCENE 2 - Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream

Spotlight on Daniel.

DANIEL as Narrator
It was during this time of education, that king Nebuchadnezzar was presented with a dream from God.  He has been contemplating his own greatness and the power of his kingdom.  God declared to him, that his own kingdom, the first of many that would rule men, would be overthrown and that at the end of time, God’s own kingdom would destroy all kingdoms and establish itself in the earth.

Spotlight on Image - Neb. tosses and turns, sits up in horror - spotlight off, but Neb. continued to toss until he finally calls for help.

NEB.
Chamberlain!  Chamberlain!

CHAMBERLAIN
Yes, my lord Nebuchadnezzar, ruler of all Babylon, emperor between the two great rivers, monarch of all.

NEB.
Yes, yes, yes enough of that - I’ve had a rotten night and I want answers.  Call all the astrologers, magicians, sorcerers and Chaldeans.  I want them within the hour in my audience hall.

CHAMBERLAIN
Yes, head of...

NEB.
Enough!  Go!  (shuffles off)  Head, my foot!  (dim lights)
Neb. on throne - mixed assortment of religious men in front of him.

NEB.
I’ve called you here to give me answers.  I have dreamed a dream and I want to know the dream.

CHALDEAN 1
You mean, you want to know its interpretation?

CHALDEAN 2
Just tell us the dream and we will tell...

NEB.
No! (with feeling)  I’m firm.  If you won’t tell me the dream and the interpretation, then you will be cut in pieces and your houses will be made RUINOUS HEAPS!!  But  (become syrupy sweet) if you can tell me both then you will receive from me, gifts, money and great honour!  Understand?  Now, tell me the dream!

CHALDEAN 1
No, O king, but just tell us the dream and we will surely tell you the interpretation.

NEB.
No!  I knew that you’d try to delay, hoping that I might give in, but this time the answer is NO!  If you won’t tell me the dream, then you’re all guilty of preparing lies before me.

CHALDEAN 11
But mighty one, no king has ever asked such a request of his wise men!  No one, no mortal, could answer such a thing, only the gods know such things and they don’t dwell with flesh!

NEB.
Out you frauds!!  Religious men... bah!  Humbugs all of you! (they flee)  ARIOCH!

ARIOCH
Yes, sire!

NEB.
Arioch, I meant what I said.  I’ll have the head of every wise man in Babylon’s so called schools.  I’ll sweep them clean of liars.  Get started... get moving.

ARIOCH
Yes, sire  (uncertain, lights dim)
Daniel is studying when Arioch enters.

DANIEL
Arioch, what is this that I hear?  Have you come to take my life?  Why is the king urging this severe sentence?

ARIOCH
Oh, Belteshazzar, it is because the dream that he had has troubled him greatly.  He is determined to know the truth and so he is frustrated at being surrounded by false speakers.

DANIEL
I must see the king Arioch.  Through God’s grace.  He may give me understanding in this matter.  (dim, then up, Neb is pacing) (enter Daniel).
DANIEL
O king, live forever.

NEB.
Belteshazzar - what is it?

DANIEL
O king Nebuchadnezzar, Arioch has explained the importance of this dream. Grant me time to petition my God, the revealer of deep and secret things and He, through His abundant mercy, may give me to know your dream and its interpretation.

NEB.
Request granted.  Arioch we will wait upon Belteshazzar. (dim lights)
Daniel walks to front to talk to audience.

DANIEL
And so time was given and after prayer, God gave me understanding, both of the dream and its interpretation.

Image on stage in background.

DANIEL
O king live forever.  There is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets and He has given me to know both your dream and its interpretation  You saw a great image.  It shone and was terrible.  Its head was of gold, its breast and arms of silver.  Its belly and thighs of brass.  Its legs of iron and its feet part iron and part clay.  You then saw a stone cut out of the mountain without hands smite the image on the feet and crush it to powder.  This was blown away and in its place the stone grew into a mountain that filled the earth.

NEB.
Yes, you are right.

DANIEL
And this O king is the interpretation that God has declared unto me.  You are the head of gold and great is the kingdom that God has given you, but your kingdom will not last forever and it will be overthrown by another kingdom and it in turn will be overthrown by a third.  A fourth kingdom, strong as iron will then overthrow it and break in pieces all who oppose it.  This will then be divided into kingdoms that will be both weak and strong.  It will be in the time of these kingdoms that the God of heaven will establish His own kingdom.  He will overthrow all other kingdoms by the little stone and His kingdom will be forever.

NEB.
(falls on face)  Truly you are the servant of the God of Gods and Lord of Kings.  He has revealed even this secret unto me.  Bring in gifts fit for the servant of the Most High God!  (Chaldeans go out)  You will be ruler over the province of Babylon and head of all the wise men of my court.

DANIEL
O king, if it please you let my three friends be appointed over Babylon and I will be pleased to sit in your gate.

NEB.
It is done.

SCENE 3 - A Fiery Trial

In dark - sound of music, lights up slowly, Chaldeans bowing down - 3 friends standing on stage.

CHALDEAN 1
Have you not heard the king’s commandment Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego?  Whenever the music plays, we must bow down to the golden image that king Nebuchadnezzar has caused to be built.

SHADRACH
We have heard the law, but we cannot bow down to any image.  It is contrary to the laws of the true God whom we fear.

Lights dim.

DANIEL as Narrator
And so some of the enemies of the three faithful friends told king Nebuchadnezzar of their disobedience.  He became furious and called for his three counsellors.

NEB.
What is this I hear.  Is it true that you haven’t bowed down to the image like everyone else.  If you don’t bow down when the music sounds, I will have to throw you into the fiery furnace.  Who will deliver you then.

MESHACH
We need no further time, O king. We agree in this matter.  Our God is able to deliver us out of the fiery furnace, if it is His will, but if it isn’t we will not change our mind.  We won’t bow down.

NEB.
What?   You would defy me.  Heat the furnace seven times hotter than ever before and cast them into it.

Chaldeans lead the three friends off, bind them with chains and lead them off to the fiery furnace.. soldiers throw them in and die, three friends fall down in fire but are lifted up by angel.

NEB.
(moves closer and exclaims)  Didn’t we thrown three men in and they were bound.

CHALDEAN 2
True, O king.

NEB.
Well, I see four and one looks divine.  Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego come out, servants of the Most High God.

CHALDEAN 2
(when they come out)  O king they haven’t even the smell of smoke on their clothes.

NEB.
Blessed be the God of these three friends.  He has sent His angel to deliver them because they were faithful to Him.  I will make a decree.  Send to all people.  No one is to speak anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego for if they do, they will be destroyed.  (as he walks)  remind me to promote these three men.

SCENE 4 - Nebuchadnezzar’s Fall

NEB. as Narrator
I am old, but I’ve learnt many things these last seven years.  I had become foolish and filled with pride, now where was I.  Yes, I will send a decree to all people of my realm - it is important that they all know what I have learnt.


Peace be multiplied unto you.  I must tell you all of the signs that the true God has shown me.  O how great He is and His dominion lasts forever.  I was resting in my house and I saw a dream.  It troubled me and I had to know its message.  I called together the wise men, but they couldn’t interpret the dream, so I called Belteshazzar.

Daniel enters.

NEB.
O Belteshazzar, master of my wise men, I know your God is an interpreter of dreams, tell me I pray you, the meaning of this dream.  I saw a tree in the middle of the earth.  It was huge.  It grew so that it reached for heaven and it was strong.  It bore much fruit and the leaves were beautiful.  All animals and birds came to be protected by it and eat of its fruit.  But whilst I looked, an angel from heaven declared that it be cut down, although not destroyed and the stump be bound by iron and brass.  This stump was to be watered with dew for seven years until this man’s heart be changed by living as an animal so that he and all others might know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to whomsoever He will.  Please tell me the interpretation, for no one else can.

DANIEL
I must have time, O king.  (moves off and prays - dim lights slightly - Daniel becomes distressed)
NEB.
Don’t let is worry you, Belteshazzar, tell me what you God has said.

DANIEL
O king, I wish that this would come upon your enemies, for you are the tree and God has decreed that you must be humbled and live as an animal until you learn to give Him the glory for He is in control.  He has promised that He will keep your kingdom safe until this is accomplished.  O king (with feeling) change your ways.  Repent and show mercy to the poor so that God will not bring this evil upon you.

Dim lights.

NEB. as Narrator
But I was foolish and so one year later as I was walking in my palace.  Ah, look at this magnificent city, haven’t I made this a great place.  No-one’s helped me - it is my achievement alone.

VOICE
O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken.  The kingdom is departed from thee.  They shall drive you from men and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field:  they shall make you to eat grass as oxen and seven years shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to whomsoever he will. 

Neb. falls to his knees, and grovels and eats - just music.

DANIEL as Narrator
And so Nebuchadnezzar had to learn the hard way.  God humbled him, but as He had promised, kept his kingdom for him and at the end of seven years....

NEB.
Look at me, yes, I remember (lifts eyes)  O God Most High of the heavens.  Praise be to you alone in all the earth, we on earth are nothing and you are so powerful.  How could we ever call your judgements into question.

DANIEL as Narrator
And because God was in control and king Nebuchadnezzar was truly humbled, he became greater after this, than he had before.

NEB.
So that is my story and by the grace of the God of Israel, I now declare I Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honour the king of heaven, all whose works are truth and his ways judgements and those that walk in pride, He is able to abase.

SCENE 5 - The Fall of Babylon

DANIEL
Nebuchadnezzar died and years went by. According to the prophecies of Jeremiah, my own calculations and the visions given me by God, the time of Babylon’s overthrow and Israel’s return were imminent.  It was no surprise then, to hear of the encampment of the army of king Darius and prince Cyrus outside Babylon’s defences... not that the new king Belshazzar seemed to worry about it.

Raucous noise.

BELSHAZZAR
More wine.  Fill the glasses. Someone dared to suggest that we should worry about the Medes and the Persians.  We’ll deal with that lot in the morning.  More wine, I said. (drinks)  Another counsellor mentioned the prophecy of an obscure old Jewish stargazer.

CHALDEAN 1
That was Belteshazzar, O great king.

BELSHAZZAR
Belteshazzar?  Who’s he?

CHALDEAN 1
You must remember, O king - he was the revealer of your grandfathers dreams.

BELSHAZZAR
Uh, oh, yes, perhaps we could call him in now and ask for his advice.  Ha!  Just as well he’s dead.

CHALDEAN 1
But he’s not, O king.

BELSHAZZAR
Not dead. Well I’ll show you what I think of Belteshazzar and his gods, bring in the Jewish treasures, that is any religious relics we’ve got, god of gods.  We’ll show them, such arrogance.  (enter with cups)   Good, spread these around and we’ll drink to our long life, to our gods Bell and Marduk.  

A cheer goes up - then OHP hand goes on, hand writes, but covers script.

BELSHAZZAR
Whaaaat is that.  Guards help.  Wise men what does it say.

CHALDEAN 2
I don’t know. (consults)  We cannot tell.

BELSHAZZAR
Call more wise men, quick.  I must know, whoever reads that message will be rich, he’ll be third ruler in the kingdom.

Enter Chaldeans, etc. but no-one can read it.  Old queen enters.

QUEEN
Belshazzar, Belshazzar, don’t waste your time with these frauds, there’s only one man that could interpret divine messages and that is your grandfather’s old counsellor, Daniel, whom Nebuchadnezzar named Belteshazzar - he was filled with wisdom and could interpret all manner of dreams and visions.

BELSHAZZAR
Belteshazzar!

QUEEN
Yes, he will, I’m sure, show you the meaning of this writing.

BELSHAZZAR
Well, send for him then. (Chaldeans disappear, Daniel enters)  Are you, Daniel of the children of the captivity of Judah... I have heard that you can interpret divine messages, because of the wisdom that is in you.  If you can read and interpret this writing, unlike the wise men before you, I will reward you.  You’ll receive a gold chain and be clothed in scarlet and you will be the third ruler in the kingdom.

DANIEL
Keep the gifts, but I will read the writing, for God is sending you a message.  The true God gave your grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar a great kingdom and because of God’s decree he ruled in absolute power... what king Nebuchadnezzar said was done, but when he became proud, God humbled him.  He drove him out of the palace and he became like an animal, until he learnt that God ruled in the kingdom of men and you, Belshazzar, you haven’t humbled yourself, even though you knew all this!  You’ve deliberately challenged the Lord of heaven by desecrating the vessels from His Temple.  This then is what the writing says, ‘Mene Mene Tekel Upharsin’.  Mene means that God has numbered your kingdom and finished it.  Tekel, you are weighed in the scales and are found light.  Peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.

BELSHAZZAR
(shocked and depressed)  Reward him as I promised, where was that wine.  I need that wine. (quite angry)
DANIEL as Narrator
That night, Belshazzar was slain.  Darius the Median took the kingdom.

SCENE 6 - The Lions’ Den

Enter the Princes.

PRINCE 1
We must find a way to rid ourselves of this Jew.

PRINCE 2
Well how?  I’ve looked carefully at all his work - it is faultless - he is thorough, careful, fair and faithful.

PRINCE 1
There is one way of catching him out.

PRINCE 3
He is totally consistent in every aspect of his life.

PRINCE 1
Exactly!  He is consistent in all he does, including his religion.  He always prays to his God, three times a day.  If we can convince Darius to make a law that forbids this practice, then Daniel will break the king’s law and will be justly punished.

Agree as they move off, lights dim, up as king seals decree, Daniel enters.

DARIUS
There you are, it is sealed.  Daniel, my friend, I’ve just sealed the decree that all the governors, princes, presidents and counsellors wanted, that is, that by firm decree, whosoever makes a petition of any God or man for 30 days, except to me, will be cast into a den of lions.

DANIEL
If that is you will, my lord. (exit, princes follow, dim, Daniel knees)  God of my fathers, Yahweh my God, I confess my sin and the sin of my people before thee.  O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping covenant and mercy to them that love Him and to them that keep His commandments.

PRINCE 1
We’ve got him now.

PRINCE 2
Yes, your plan works.

PRINCE 3
But what if he denies it to the king?

PRINCE 1
He won’t Daniel is too honest a man, anyway, how could the king ignore the evidence of three honest independent witnesses.  (dim lights, king and counsellors)
DARIUS
This is a most serious accusation, why would he do this?  Bring Daniel in.  Daniel, my friend, these men have accused you of breaking my law concerning petitions.  Is it true?

DANIEL
Yes, O king.

DARIUS
Surely this is a mistake, an oversight, perhaps you didn’t hear the decree.

DANIEL
I heard, O king and it displeases me to have to break one of your laws, but I must obey my God and nothing must stop me from petitioning Him for mercy.

DARIUS
No, I understand.  I can see that it was a foolish law.

PRINCE 1
But O King, it is law and no law can be changed even by the king.

DARIUS
But perhaps not binding on a non Persian.

PRINCE 2
Binding on all the kingdom’s citizens.

DARIUS
I will make no decision until even. (lights dim then up)  I’ve tried everything to save you, but the time has come and I must obey.  The law that I so foolishly signed.  But this I know my friend, that thy God whom you serve continually - he will deliver you.

Lead Daniel off to den - roll stone across mouth - dim lights.

DARIUS
Daniel, if any God can save you it will be yours - if your God is a living and powerful God, He must deliver so faithful a servant as you.  I can’t sleep, no, no music tonight, how can I eat with my friend in such dire extremities. (dim, raised slightly)

Oh, the first rays of light, I must hurry, I must find out.  Daniel, O Daniel, my servant of the living God, is your God whom you continually serve able to deliver you from the lions?  (rolls away the stone)
DANIEL
O king live for ever. (comes out)  My God sent his angel to close the mouths of the lions, because I was innocent and had done no wrong.

DARIUS
My friend, Daniel, how good it is to see you alive. (as they walk)  Take those men that conspired against Daniel and throw them and their families to the lions.  Now Daniel, I will sign a wise decree this time.  I will declare to all my realm that you God is truly a living God who works signs and can deliver people even from the power of the lions.  Therefore tremble and fear the God of Daniel.
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