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Hezekiah (d)
Stage 3 

Hezekiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator (8)
· Hezekiah
· Levites (6)
· Messengers
· Mother

· Father
· Son
· Daughter

· Sheep


	· Musical instruments
· Trumpets
· Brooms
· Brushes
· lumps of wood or stone for idols
· sheep skins and faces
· white garments for priests
· torches
· altar
· letters


Altar on, Narrators and 6 people along back of stage.

NARRATOR 1
King Hezekiah began to reign when he was 25 years old.  He did that which was right in the sight of the Lord.  He called the priests and Levites together to clean the Temple so they could make sacrifices and offerings in the right way to Yahweh.

Enter Levites in white and King.

NARRATOR 2
Here is king Hezekiah.

KING
Our fathers have done evil and turned their backs on Yahweh.  Go to now and carefully clean the house of God.  (exit king, all bow)
LEVITE 1
The king is right we must clean up this mess.

LEVITE 2
Where did it all come from?

LEVITE 3
It was king Ahaz, his father, who was wicked and set up other gods here.

POEM 1
Sweep the passages clean, clean the idols away, sweep, sweep, sweep, sweep, sweep.  Sweep the passages clean.

POEM 2
Sweep the passages clean.  Now the work is all done.  Sweep, sweep, sweep, sweep.  Sweep the passages clean.

ALL SING
SWEEP THE PASSAGES CLEAN (action, all struggle to carry off idols)
King enter centre.  All bow.

NARRATOR 3
The Levites go to the king.

LEVITE 4
We have cleaned all the house of Yahweh.

LEVITE 5
The altar of burnt offerings is ready O king.

LEVITE 6
It has taken 16 days to do all the work.

NARRATOR 4
The people rejoice and set up the music and song and made burnt offerings.

Altar in centre, lay bullock on altar, fire on altar with red cellophane and torches.

ALL SING
GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD FOR HE IS GOOD. (accompanied by musical instruments)
KING
I shall send out letters to all Israel to come to Jerusalem to keep the feast of Passover.

NARRATOR 5
The messengers take the letters from Beersheba to Dan.

MESSENGERS
(messengers run around stage shouting)  Turn to the God of Israel. (messengers stand in front of stage holding up letters)
NARRATOR 6
Many came to Jerusalem but others just laughed.

Laughter off stage.  Music - king and Levites enter, bows.

NARRATOR 7
The king prayed that God would accept the sacrifices from the people.


Here is a family (enter a family, bring sheep)
FATHER
We have come from Samaria at the kind invitation of the king.

MOTHER
Yes, we have brought our best lamb (baa, baa sound)
SON
I have nursed it in my tent, it is my pet lamb.

DAUGHTER
It is so tame that it comes when I call.

FATHER
We think it is the best of the flock.  We remember the law of Moses which said the Passover lamb must be without spot or blemish.

FAMILY
It is the very best we have to offer. (hand over lamb, baa, lamb sent along line of Levites)
NARRATOR 8
The Levites went among the people and taught them.

Levites - point to lamb - talk, music.

NARRATOR 9
Never was a great Passover like this one since the days of Solomon.

ALL SING
PASSOVER TIME.

SONG SHEET

1.
Sweep the passages clean


Clean the idols away


Sweep, sweep, sweep, sweep


To the Kidron they go.


Sweep the passages clean


Now the work is all done


Sweep, sweep, sweep, sweep


Sweep the passages clean.

2.
Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good


Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good


Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good


Give thanks unto the Lord.

3.
Passover time, Passover time is nigh


Lets keep the feast with our whole heart they cry


Passover time, Passover time is nigh


Glory to Him, he who reigns from on high.
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