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Daniel (b)
Stage 3 

Daniel 

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Captives

· Daniel

· King

· Herald

· Councillor

· Magicians

· Astrologers

· Sorcerers

· Chaldeans

· Arioch


	


SCENE 1

Music as captors drive captives across stage with whips.  Captives bound with chains.  Captives include Daniel and friends.
NARRATOR
About 600BC.  It was a sad time for the Jews in Judah in the land of Israel.  Because of sin and idolatry, God’s judgements fell upon His people.  They did not heed the prophet Jeremiah’s words.  The army of Babylon made many assaults on the land.  They carried off the treasures and most of the people.  Among them were four faithful men, Daniel and his three friends.

All captives enter and sit.
POEM


By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down




Yea, we wept, we wept when we remembered Zion.




How shall we sing the Lord’s song




How shall we sing the Lord’s song




In a strange land.

ALL SING

BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON (accompanied by triangles)
CAPTIVE A

O Daniel the way is long.

CAPTIVE B

We must accept that we are captives.

CAPTIVE C

We must remember that above all God will be with us.

DANIEL

We must remain faithful in this pagan land.

Music - tune by the rivers of Babylon - all hum or la.

SCENE 2

First group of captives move to the RHS stage with triangles, drums etc.  Second group of captives move to LHS.  Kings bedroom - image to side - covered - couch and pillow middle.
NARRATOR
It was a night that the great king Nebuchadnezzar dreamed a dream.
ALL SING
A MIGHTY KING OF THE CITY (accompanied by triangles)
Enter king, beat chest, lay on couch.
KING
I feel restless tonight, but I must settle down to sleep.  (Yawns loudly, settles to sleep - music)
King tosses and turns in his sleep as image is revealed.  Gradually drums and cymbals beat softly - stone hits feet, image falls, exit.
KING
(waking up)  What was that?  It was a terrible sight.  Oh!  Oh!  The stone.  It destroyed the image I saw.  What is the meaning?  I must know the meaning of it all.
COUNCILLOR
What is it king?  You cried out in your sleep.
KING
Call my court together tomorrow.  I must know about my dream.

SCENE 3

ALL SING
THERE ONCE WAS A KING ON A THRONE
HERALD
Make way for the great king Nebuchadnezzar.
Trumpet, music and cymbals.  King enters and walks and sit agitatedly.

ALL SAY
O king live forever.
KING
I have dreamed a dream.  I am troubled.  Tell me the dream and the meaning thereof.
KING
(claps)  Call in the magicians.
HERALD
Call in the magicians. (enter with tall blue hats)
KING
(claps)  Call in the astrologers.
HERALD
Call in the astrologers (enter with headbands with stars and moons)
KING
Call in the sorcerers.
HERALD
Call in the sorcerers (enter carrying scrolls - red hats)
KING
Call in the Chaldeans.
HERALD
Call in the Chaldeans (enter stirring pots)
All bow, folded arms.
MAGICIAN 1
O king, tell the servants the dream and we will show the interpretation.
KING
I told you the thing is gone from me. (speaks to each group as they perform, with phrases like;  What do you know?  What have you to tell me?  You must have an answer?  Tell me, what is the dream?)
Responses:

MAGICIANS
(tall hats, props like lizards)  Our magic has never failed before... the king has always heard us gladly.
ASTROLOGERS
(telescopes, moon books)  The moon God Bell is on a holiday maybe?  Perhaps he cannot hear us.
SORCERERS
This sheeps liver should tell us everything, somehow it looks a mess.  (scratch heads).
CHALDEANS
(dressed in black, crystal balls)  We are superior to all.  This crystal ball goes back to ancient Egypt.  Just pour oil on the water and watch the patterns, that’s what our books tell us.  Perhaps that’s the trouble, too many old books!

SCENE 4

NARRATOR
It was at this time that Arioch the captain talked with Daniel.

Enter Daniel in prayer to God in heaven.
ALL SING
BLESSED THE THE NAME OF GOD (twice)
NARRATOR
The prayer continued.
ALL SING
HE REVEALETH THE DEEP SECRET THINGS (twice)
DANIEL
Thou hast made known unto us the king’s matter.  We give thanks unto the God of heaven.

SCENE 5

Music, reveal throne room, king, courtiers and magic mob all assembled.

HERALD
Arioch to see the king. (music, cymbals)
ARIOCH
O king I have found a man of the captives of Judah who will make known the interpretation of the king’s dream. (bow low)
DANIEL
I will show you the secret that my God has made known to me.  He knows all things even in the future.
KING
Stands with hands out - nods his head.
DANIEL
O king the image that stood before thee was bright and terrible.  It had a head of gold, thou O king art this head of gold.
ALL SING
THOU O KING ART THIS HEAD OF GOLD 3x singing fades off.
NARRATOR
The kingdoms of men continued even to the message that came a little later than king Nebuchadnezzar.  Thou art weighed in the balances and found wanting.
To king Belshazzar.
ALL SAY
Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin. (writing enters on screen and fades)
NARRATOR
God hath numbered the kingdom and finished it.  A sad story of failure of men to rule themselves..... to whom shall we look?  Cymbals crash, image revealed.

The kingdoms of Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome and the nations today.  

ALL SING
HERE WE SEE THE IMAGE (accompanied by triangles)
NARRATOR
The stone smites the image in the feet and breaks it to pieces. (stone thrown, image falls)

And the stone became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.  
Read Daniel 2:44.  Ezekiel’s temple flashed on the screen.
ALL SING
AND IT SHALL STAND, AND IT SHALL STAND FOREVER 2x.

SONG SHEET
1.
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down


Yea, we wept, we wept, when we remembered Zion


How shall we sing the Lords song


How shall we sing the Lords song


In a strange land.

2.
A mighty king of a city, so troubled was he in sleep             triangles

In a dream he saw an image, from the head unto the feet


His name was Nebuchadnezzar, the dream came in the night


He called in all his very wise men, the vision had gone from his sight.

3.
O there once sat a king on his throne


He said the whole world was his own


There were those around him read signs in the sky,


Just to please the kings heart and eye


Of past they could tell - they asked their god Bel


To tell them the future as well.


So the king saw a dream in the night


A mighty and terrible sight


Now he called to his wise men to tell of the thing


And the meaning of it as well


Either tell me my dream, or I’ll have all your heads as well.

Chorus:  We’ve looked in our books, we’ve looked in all our books.

4.
Blessed be the name of God forever... wisdom and might are his.   flute
5.
He revealeth the deep and secret things.   flute
6.
Thou O king art this head of gold, thou O king art this head of gold.  flute
7.
Praise the Lord for his mighty works, praise him in the firmament.   flute

Praise the Lord for his mighty works, praise him for his excellence.

8.
Now we see the image, with its head of gold


Daniel told the story here, G.O.L.D..... gold.


Next its arms of silver, see how bright it shines


So S.I.L.V.E.R.  Watch for all the signs.         triangles

Next we see a metal, lesser than the last


Its B.R.A. DOUBLE S. kingdom from the past


Next comes I.R.O.N. very very strong


Clay and iron in the feet down the ages long.

9.
And it shall stand and it shall stand for ever.
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