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The Jews & the Kingdom of Persia
Stage 3 

The Jews & the Kingdom of Persia

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· King Cyrus
· Persons (4)
· Herald
· Israel
· Samaritans

· Queen
· Maidens
· Ezra

· Nehemiah

· Zerubbabel

· Joshua,

· Letter holders.


	· 


Scene set with pillars and colours, musical instruments, cups, bowls, fans Lights white.  Group of singers on stage before curtain opens.

SCENE 1

Introductory music.

NARRATOR
About 600 years before Christ, the king of the Chaldees entered Jerusalem and burnt the Temple.  He took the treasures and killed many of the Jews.  11 Chron. 36:20 says:  “And them that escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon”.  In Babylon they were servants to the king and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia.  This kingdom was shown on the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw as the breast and arms of silver.

PERSON 1
Our people have worked for 70 years.  So little joy, so many fears.

PERSON 2
In a land far away from our own.  We’ve served foreign kings on a throne.  It was Babylon’s king who took everything.

PERSON 3
Time has come - it is done.  Babylon is overcome.  There’ll be none to defend nations will descend - God said on them will come the end. (lights blue)
PERSON 4
So the image has now lost its head.  And Babylon’s kings are all dead, Jeremiah has said that Persia would spread.  Over all the earth.... God said that Persia would spread.  Persia seen - silver sheen.  King Cyrus comes on the scene.

SCENE 2 - Court Scene

Lights yellow.  Fans, flurocard ‘Persia’, animals, chairs.  Introductory music.

NARRATOR
There were many Persian kings.  Among the earliest was Cyrus who began the move to send the Jews back to their land with many of their stolen treasures, goods and beasts.  Zerubbabel and Joshua guided them on their journey and later Ezra and Nehemiah strengthened and encouraged them as they rebuilt their altar, temple and walls.

NARRATOR
King Cyrus speaks.

HERALD
Hear ye, hear ye.

CYRUS
The Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He hath charged me to build Him an house at Jerusalem which is in Judah.

Lights green, trumpet blast.

HERALD
Thus saith Cyrus.

CYRUS
Who is there among you of all His people - his God be with him and let him go up to Jerusalem.  Who is there among you?

ALL
Let him go up!  (lights blue)
Music, king circles and goes out.


Shout hear, hear to Jerusalem.

NARRATOR
The people shout for joy.

SCENE 3 - Going to Jerusalem

NARRATOR
Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin and the priests and the Levites and all them whose spirit God had raised to go up to build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.

ALL SHOUT
To Jerusalem (lights white)
Loud music on piano - procession with vessels and animals (making noises), dim lights to yellow.

SING
HEAR HEAR TO JERUSALEM.  (all exit)
SCENE 4

Props:  Wooden box (altar), red cellophane (light), swords, stones (paper bags), musical instruments, high priests clothes.

NARRATOR
Let us try to capture the spirit of the people in their times of joy and achievement.  The altar was laid and the foundation of the Temple.  They were led by Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest.

Music, enter group of priests and people carrying stones for altar.

NARRATOR
And they sang together praising and giving thanks.

ALL
Because He is good for His mercy endureth forever towards Israel.

ALL SHOUT
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  (bells sound)
SING
O BLESS THE LORD.

NARRATOR
Some rejoice and some weep, remembering the former glory.  (lights blue)
Music some rejoice and some weep.

NARRATOR
The people were often crushed as they struggled to build they were surrounded by their enemies the Samaritains.  At different times the people were helped by Ezra and Nehemiah.

Two groups - one each end of stage.

SAMARITAINS
Can we help?

ISRAEL
No, go away.

Israelites chase Samaritains off stage.  Music:  Israelites build wall with stones.

SING
COME LET US REJOICE.

Letters PERSIA Nebuchadnezzar’s image and stone.  All characters on stage.

NARRATOR
It is here we leave the history of Israel during the reign of ancient Persia.  The modern kingdom of Persia is with us today, still very rich - but smaller in size and power.  It will be crushed in judgement with other nations under the mighty hand of Jesus Christ - king of kings and lord of lords.  (lights red)
Lights lower slowly, lift letters PERSIA in big sweep and drop.  Music loud crash, all drop to stage.

SONG SHEET
1.
In a land far away from our own, we’ve served foreign kings on a throne.


It was Babylon’s king who took everything, and the people he took as well.


Time has come... It is done... Babylon is overcome.


There’ll be none to defend, nations will descend - God said on them will come the end.


Jeremiah had said that Persia would spread... over all the earth... God said.


Persia seen... silver sheen.... king Cyrus comes on the scene.

2.
Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia, the Lord God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth.  Who is there among you of His people?  His God be with him and let him go up to 



Jerusalem.

3.
Who is there among you of his people?  Let him go up to Jerusalem.


ALL - Let him go up to Jerusalem (repeat)


           His God be with him (repeat)  HE IS GOD


ALL SAY - Hear hear to Jerusalem REJOICE REJOICE JERUSALEM

4.
Hear hear to Jerusalem (repeat)


The voice of God’s messenger says we must go.  Rejoice Rejoice.


Let the cymbals sound and the trumpets blow,


The voice of God’s messengers says we may go to Jerusalem Jerusalem.


Ye people hear the voice, to Jerusalem, to Jerusalem.  Ye people hear the voice.


We have heard the prophets call, Jerusalem, Jerusalem our feet shall march


We have heard the prophets call, Jersualem, Jerusalem our feet shall march to Zion’s wall,


Jerusalem.

5.
O bless, O bless the Lord, the great God, let all the people answer Amen.


Amen and Amen.  This day is holy unto the Lord, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.


Stand up and bless the lord.  For ever and ever.  Amen and Amen.


Blessed be thy glorious name which is exalted above all blessing, is exalted above all praise 


above all praise.


Blessed be thy glorious name which is exalted above all blessing, is exalted above all praise.


Amen and Amen.

6.
Come let us rejoice, great things the Lord has done.  Ye trumpets lift your voice.


For the vict’tries prayer has won.  When Israel was shelterless God gave them tents of palm.


And gladden’d was the wilderness as rose their glorious psalm.


We make our tents of palm and pine and Our God has mighty powers.


The God of cloud, the God of flame, is now as yesterday the same.
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