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Elijah (a)
Stage 3

Elijah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Elijah

· Ahab

· Jezebel

· Elisha

· Voice

· Sons of the Prophets


	


SCENE 1 - ELIJAH AND THE PROPHETS OF BAAL

Props:  Knivers, stones, 4 buckets, bullocks.  Music pg. 56 of Elijah.  Adult sing recitative:  As God the Lord of Sabaoth liveth.  Enter Elijah with cloak and leathern girdle.

NARRATOR
And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year saying O shew thyself unto Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.

Music - enter Ahab (white light)

AHAB
Art thou he that troubleth Israel?

ELIJAH
(spot light)  I never troubled Israel’s peace.  It is thou O wicked king, Ye have forsaken the Lords commands and followed the ways of Baalim.  Let us go to Carmel.

ALL SING
ALL THE WAY..... (enter people in prophets of Baal group around Ahab)
POEM


We have recorded for us in the 18th book of kings




A most amazing story about many many things




Elijah’s victory written for us over Baal to see




Of when king Ahab and his queen sent forth a strange decree.

ALL SING

AS ABOVE.....

POEM


Up to Carmel Israel were called to go




The good and the evil their power to show




There were false prophets of Baal




So very clear they’d fail




But the power of Elijah’s God we know.

ALL SING

AS ABOVE.....

Elijah faces people.

ELIJAH
Of the Lord be God - them follow Him.  But if Baal - then follow him.

People hang heads - silence.

NARRATOR
And the people answered not a word.

Dramatic music.

ELIJAH
I, only I remain a prophet then.  But Baal’s prophets are 450 men.

POEM


Elijah stood on Mt. Carmel




Along with the prophets of Baal




His mighty faith triumphant




Yahweh would surely prevail

ALL SING
AS ABOVE.....

Altar of Baal moved to centre - red light.

NARRATOR
Elijah commands.  Call ye for fire, we will prove who is right.  Choose ye a bullock, lay it on wood.  Cut it in pieces, is it Baal who is good?  I call on the Lord my altar to light.

ALL PEOPLE
It is well spoken.

POEM


Now Baalim’s men with might and main




They caused themselves much hurt and pain




But never a spark on the altar flamed




The fire, O where was the fire.

Prophets of Baal leap and dance.  Ahab on sidelines.  Music, lights flash.

ALL SING
NOW BAALIM’S MEN... etc

ELIJAH
Is he talking?  Is he walking?  Does he sleep?  Is he awake?

NARRATOR
And it came to pass when midday was past, there was neither voice, nor any that regarded.

ELIJAH
Come near me.

All people gather to Elijah.  Music - altar to front, count as pass on 12 stones, 2 men bearing bullock, 4 buckets passed 3 times (count)  (red lights)

NARRATOR
And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice that Elijah the prophet came near, and said Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.

ELIJAH
Hear me O Lord, hear me.

POEM


But when on the altar the water was poured




The man of God faithfully turned to the Lord




And down came the fire in response to His word.


The fire, the fire, the fire.

Fire sound, fire appears, lightning, people fall on faces.

ALL SING
YAHWEH HE IS GOD, YAHWEH HE IS GOD.  BUT WHEN ON THE ALTAR.... etc.

ELIJAH
Take the prophets of Baal let not one of them escape. (chase)
ALL SING
GOD OF ELIJAH SENT US THE FIRE......

All exit, curtain, Poem sayer outside curtain - white light.

POEM


Elijah sent forth his servant




Go now and look at the sea




1st Kings records all the story




Its put there for you and me




The rain had been long in coming




Famine was over the land




It was foretold by the prophets of God




He was under the Lord’s command.

Sounds of thunder and rain.

SCENE 2 - ELIJAH FLEES TO MT. HOREB

Scenery:  tree rock (pushed to one side).  Enter Jezebel - dramatic music - angry walking - lights dim to blue.

AHAB
(breathless)  Have you seen the rain?  I’ve been to the mount.  The prophets are slain?  (throw up hands and exit - white light)
JEZEBEL
Elijah has done this to me.  His life shall be forfeit you’ll see.  A message I’ll send, I’m not his friend.  He is in strife, I’ll take his life.

Exit Jezebel - dramatic music, tree to middle stage - enter Elijah and sit under tree - lights dim to blue- Elijah despondent.

ELIJAH
It is enough O Lord, take away my life.

Elijah sleeps, soft music.

NARRATOR
As he lay and slept under a Juniper tree, an angel came with a cake and water.  Twice he told Elijah to Arise and Eat, and in the strength of that meat, Elijah went forty days and forty nights to Mt. Horeb.

ALL SING
ARISE ELIJAH ..... see Elijah Cantata pg. 157.

Lights to red - rock to middle stage - Elijah stands in front of it.

NARRATOR
The word of the Lord came.

VOICE
What doest thou here Elijah?

ELIJAH
They seek my life.

NARRATOR

Go forth and stand upon the mount before the Lord.




The wind (dramatic music - fans - sound of wind)



The earthquake ( dramatic music - sound earthquake)



The fire (dramatic music - sound fire - lightning)

VOICE
What does thou here Elijah?

POEM


Elijah the Tishbite, them cried to the Lord




O would that I’d died and been put to the sword




Then came a still small voice, as if from afar




What does thou here, Eli-jah.

ALL SING
AS ABOVE......

NARRATOR
Go return on thy way thus saith the Lord.  I have left seven thousand which have not bowed to Baal.  On the way anoint Elisha the son of Shaphat to be a prophet.

Elijah stands head bowed.

POEM


Elijah stood on Mt. Horeb




Alone in the presence of God




The wind, the fire and earthquake


God’s work we must never forsake.

ALL SING
AS ABOVE......


SCENE 3 - ELIJAH IS TAKEN

Props:  fans, smoke, cloak, chariot, fire, rock and tree.  Adult sings Behold God will send Elijah.  (pg.196 ‘Elijah’)

Elijah and Elisha enter opposite ends - meet, cloak thrown over Elisha.

NARRATOR
Elisha, the son of Shaphat went after Elijah and ministered unto him.

Elijah and Elisha exit - music.

NARRATOR
And it came to pass when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha to Gilgal.

Placard Gilgal - green light.  Enter sons of prophets - music.

POEM


O we are the sons of the prophets of God




And so we are following where they have trod.




The Lord in his might always cared for his own




From the humblest of prophets to kings throne.




Knowest thou not that the Lord will today




Take our good master, so do listen we pray (hold out hands)



Our God is a God who is always the same




We’ll follow him always with faith in His name.

ELISHA
I know it, hold your peace.

Enter placard Bethel.

ELIJAH
Tarry here I pray.

ELISHA
I will not leave thee.

Enter placard Jericho.

PROPHETS SING
2 VERSES AS ABOVE. .... (sons of prophets move to stand sides)
NARRATOR
The sons of the prophets stood to view afar away, but Elijah and Elisha stood by Jordan.

Elijah takes off his cloak - throws it - dramatic music.

ELIJAH
What shall I do for thee?

ELISHA
Let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

ELIJAH
Thou hast asked a hard thing - but if thou see me taken from thee it shall be so.

Noise of whirlwind, smoke fans, fire, push chariot to centre. Prophets fall on faces.  Elisha picks up Elijah’s cloak - he disappears.

NARRATOR
And Elisha saw it and he cried.

ELISHA
My father, my father, the chariot  of Israel and the horseman thereof.

NARRATOR
And he saw him no more.




*******************

SONG SHEET - ELIJAH (1)
1.
All the way, all the way,


To Mt. Carmel and we know what happened there,


Of Elijah and the king let us raise our voice and sing,


Of the stories of God’s prophet now we bring.

2.
We have recorded for us in the 18th book of Kings,


A most amazing story about many many things,


Elijah’s victory written for us over Baal you see,


Of when king Ahab and his queen sent forth a strange decree.

3.
Up to Carmel Israel was called to go,


The good and the evil their power to show,


There were false prophets of Baal,


So very clear that they’d fail,


But the power of Elijah’s God we know.

4.
Elijah stood on Mt. Carmel,


Along with the prophets of Baal,


His mighty faith triumphant,


O Yahweh would surely prevail.

5.
Now Baalim’s men with might and main,


They caused themselves much hurt and pain,


But never a spark on the altar flam’d,


The fire, O where was the fire?

6.
But when on the altar the water was pour’d,


The man of God faithfully turn’d to the Lord,


And down came the fire in response to His word,


The fire, the fire, the fire.

7.
God of Elijah sent us the fire,


This is the answer our hearts must desire,


Then it came suddenly hearts to inspire,


Send us this wonderful God given fire.

8.
Elijah the Tishbite then cried to the Lord,


O would that I’d died and been put to the sword,


Then came a still small voice as if from afar,


What do-est thou here Eli-jah?

9.
Elijah stood on Mt. Horeb alone in the presence of God,


The wind, the fire and earthquake,


God’s work we must never forsake.

10.
O we are the sons of the prophets of God,


And so we are following where they have trod,


The Lord in his might always cared for his own,


From the humblest of prophets to kings on a throne,


Knowest thou not that the Lord will today,


Take our good master so do listen we pray,


Our God is a God who is always the same,


We’ll follow him always with faith in His name.
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