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Nehemiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Nehemiah
· Hanani
· Hananiah

· Rephaiah

· Shallum

· Pethahiah

· Joel

· Gate keepers (Levites)

· Certain men of Judah (8 voices)
· Nobles of Judah (4 spokesmen)


· Nobles of Benjamin (4 spokesmen)

· Inhabitants of Jerusalem (8 voices)
· Eliashib

· Joiada (Eliashib’s son)
· Johanan (son of Joiada, son of Eliashib)
· Jaddua

· Meshullum (son of Berechiah)

· 6 priests

· 2 messenger
· Hashabiah

· Sherebiah
· Jeshua
· 6 brethren
· Zabdiel
· Uzzi

· Seraiah

· Ziha
· Gishpa
· Semaiah
· Shabbethai
· Jozabad
· Shelemiah the priest
· Zadok

· Pedaiah 
· Hanan
· Prophet Malachi


· King Artaxerxes


Queen
Guards (4)
Nobles (4)
Fruit Merchant
Cloth/Pottery/Meat/Wine/Animal Merchants

4 men of Tyre
Tobiah
Athaiah of Judah
Sallu of Benjamin
Pashur the Priest
Kallai the Levite
Peresh (wf. Athaiah) of Ashdod
Saraph (wf. Sallu) or Rabbah – Ammon
Orpah (wf. Pashur)
Hatipha of Edom/Chozeba of Idumea (Kallai)

Two sons (of Pashur/Orpah)
Three children (of Kallai/Hatipha/Chozeba)

Daughter of Sanballat (wf. of Johanan)

Daughter of Meshullum (wf. of Tobiah)
	· 


ACT 1  ‘FROM SHUSHAN TO JERUSALEM’

Scene 1:  Report from Judah and Request to God

Introductory music: mournful prelude - implying sad events.  Setting:  Room with chairs, table, mat.  Single spot on seat.  Nehemiah sits alone in the fortress of Shushan.

Enter from left:  Hanani and certain men of Judah.

NEHEMIAH
(rising to greet them)  Hanani and men of Judah, how glad I am to see you all. (they embrace in greeting, crowd around centre stage)

(beckoning them towards the seats)  Please rest yourselves.  Sit down.  Tell me concerning the Jewish remnant who have survived the Babylonian Exile.  Have they continued to build the house of Yahweh God of Israel?  Is the Temple now finished?  Has it been dedicated and the Passover kept?  Are the people restoring the ruins of Jerusalem?

HANANI
(sadly)  The survivors of the exile in the province there are in great misery and oppression.

MEN OF JUDAH


VOICE 1
Also the wall of Jerusalem is broken down.  Its gates have been burned with fire.

VOICE 2
The adversaries have weakened the work continually.  They sought to have Artaxerxes stop it completely.  The prophets have encouraged the builders and, after a lapse of 15 years since the foundations were laid, the Temple has been finished and dedicated and the Passover kept.

HANANI
(interrupting)  But there is great misfortune and reproach among the people.  Jerusalem is without strong walls of defence.  The inhabitants are exposed to danger every day.

VOICE 1
When Ezra visited Jerusalem, he found distress among the people.  Many had divorced their wives and Jews had married foreign women and begotten children.

VOICE 2
The fires have burnt out the stonework of the towers of the gates.  There are heaps of rubble from the walls.  The sepulchres of the fathers are washed and defiled.

NEHEMIAH
(in anguish)  Enough, enough.  You break my heart.  Leave me alone now, come back later, I am too full of grief.

Hanani and men of Judah rise and leave.  Nehemiah remains bowed in sadness, weeping.  Lights dim, pathetic music rises in background.

NEHEMIAH
(stands, raises hands in prayer)  


I beseech thee, O Yahweh God of the heavens, let thine ears be attentive and thine eyes open - hearken unto the prayer of thy servant.


I make confession concerning the sins of the sons of Israel which we have committed against thee.  We have dealt very corruptly against thee and have not kept thy commandments.


Remember the word which thou didst command Moses.  Because the nation was unfaithful, you scattered us among the nations.


But thou hast gathered a remnant to the place of Thy Name.  Thou hast redeemed us by thy great power and strong hand.


Hear the prayer of thy servants who delights to revere Thy Name.  Prosper and give success to thy servant today before the King.

Lights out, music increases to crescendo. 

Scene 2: Regal Authority to Return to Jerusalem

Setting:  Thrones and circles of seats on either side, low table with food and utensils.  King Artaxerxes and queen have thrones.  Guards, retainers standing behind.  Nobles on seats each side of thrones.  Introductory music, fanfare of trumpets, royal procession.

Enter from right: King, queen and retinue move majestically to banquet.  King is seated, nobles bow before him, are beckoned to seats.

Enter from left:  Nehemiah bears wine container and cup, moves slowly, looks sad, pauses and awaits king’s signal.  Pours wine to take to the king.  King calls out.

ARTAXERXES
Nehemiah, why is your face sad?  You are not ill - it must be sorrow of heart? (Nehemiah is apprehensive)
NEHEMIAH
May the king live for ever!  (moves towards king)  Is it not natural for my face to be sad when the beloved city, the place where the bodies of my fathers lie has been made waste and its gates burned with fire?

ARTAXERXES
What do you want?  What is your request?  (dramatic roll of drums, Nehemiah bows head, then kneels and rises)
NEHEMIAH
If it is the king’s pleasure, and if your servant has your majesty’s approval, please send me to Judah to rebuild Jerusalem so that I may rebuild its walls to protect my people.

ARTAXERXES
How long will your journey take?

NEHEMIAH
Around the great river to the land of Judah takes 5 months and years of work are needed to raise up Jerusalem again out of wreckage and ruin.

QUEEN
How long will you be away?  When will you come back?

NEHEMIAH
If it please your Majesty I should be able to come back after ten years, certainly before twelve years have passed.

ARTAXERXES
I am pleased to let you go.

NEHEMIAH
If it please the king, let me have letters to the governors west of the Euphrates that they may let me pass till I reach Judah.

ARTAXERXES
Your request is granted.  Go now to Jerusalem and rebuild its walls.

Crescendo of music.  Nehemiah bows deeply, turns, walks off stage.  Lights down, stage clear.

Scene 3: Rebuilding the Ruined Walls of the City

Setting:  Heaps of stones, rubble and timber beams across stage with some timber leaning against walls.  Stage dark, single spot picks out Nehemiah’s progress.  Introductory music:  Pathetic mood conveying ruin and desolation.

Enter from left:  Nehemiah, his brother Hanani, and Hananiah the captain of the fortress charge over Jerusalem.

NEHEMIAH
Look at the ruins here!  The wall was broken down with violence.  The heaps of rubble are too great.  Let us leave the beast here and climb on over the stones.

HANANIAH
(moves forward, beckons)  The battering rams smashed through the frames of the gate over there.  The armies set fire to the posts and beams in the wall.  Look!  The towers were undermined and collapsed into the valley.  The fountain gate is now just a blackened gap in the wall.

HANANI
(climbs over stones)  The Babylonians tried time after time to conquer the king’s pool behind the wall.  They have scattered the whole wall of stones down the slope.  Look at the reservoir - filled with rubble and evil smelling water.  Is this the end of the soft and sweet spring Siloam?  Oh, what desolation!

NEHEMIAH
(follows Hanani)  The destruction gets worse along the eastern slope.  Look how the city of David has been levelled.  The houses behind the wall are also crushed.

HANANIAH
(comes back to centre stage)  It is impossible to go along the base of the wall to Ophel.  We must climb down into the torrent-bed of the Kedron and go past this great spill of stones.  (the three climb over stones to front of stage then across stage)
NEHEMIAH
The king’s garden is obliterated.  The stairs from the city of David are wrenched out.

HANANIAH
It’s no use going any further.  The king’s high house, the armoury and the towers jutting out above the water gate are a mass of ruins.  This is far enough.

NEHEMIAH
It is a terrible desolation.  Let us go back the way we came.  (they turn and slowly move back over the rubble)  Hananiah, how many gates are badly breached?

HANANIAH
Eight great gates are burnt out.  The Water Gate and the Horse Gate and their towers will have to be completely rebuilt.

NEHEMIAH
Hanani, my brother, how many sections of work will there be?

HANANI
There are more than 40 sections of work on the walls divided between the eight main gates.  The longest section will be from the Old Gate to the Valley Gate, and the Fountain Gate to the Water Gate.  It is more than 1,000 cubits across the Tyropean valley from the Valley Gate to the Dung gate.

HANANIAH
The most difficult and dangerous work will be dragging the large bottom course stones up the steep slopes along the southern and eastern sides.

NEHEMIAH
If we can organise enough large working groups for each of the sections and if they can work hard on their own part of the wall for several weeks without interruption, we can repair the gates and rebuild the walls.

HANANIAH
We must have others dragging the stones out of the valleys and gangs to cut and fetch the timbers


(three move to left side of stage)
NEHEMIAH
Let us build up the wall of Jerusalem that we be no more a reproach.  If we start immediately in the fifth month it could be done before the heavy rains come or the Samaritan enemies attack us.  It is a race against time and possible death.


Crescendo of music, lights out, rubble along front of stage. 

Scene 4: Inspiring the Men of Israel to Build

Trumpet sound, lights up, inhabitants of Jerusalem and workers on the walls in groups on stage.  The priests, the nobles, the deputies together in groups about centre of stage.  Enter Nehemiah, Hanani, Hananiah, Pethahiah - to sound of marching.

 NEHEMIAH
I speak to you, men of Israel, with a heavy heart.  I have surveyed the ruined walls of Jerusalem and I am distressed at the desolation all around.

MEN OF JUDAH
The ruins are great and we are so few and surrounded by enemies.

NEHEMIAH
You see the trouble we are in, Jerusalem lying waste and the gates burned with fire.  Come let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we shall no longer remain a reproach to be scoffed at.

HANANI
The hand of God has been on Nehemiah and Yahweh’s kind favour has been given.  Artaxerxes, the great king, has given royal assent and support for rebuilding the wall.

ALL GROUPS
Let us start!  Now!  We will arise and build!  We will strengthen and set our hands to the work immediately!  (groups move forward)
NEHEMIAH
The God of the heavens - he will prosper us - he will give us success.  Therefore we his servants will arise and build.

ALL TOGETHER
(in unison)  We his servants will arise and build!  

Rising crescendo of sound, groups move around and towards front of stage.  Pick up stones, timber and rubble and move off to both sides of stage.  Lights fade, lights out.

ACT 2  ‘ARISE AND BUILD JERUSALEM’

‘THE EVIL OF ELIASHIB’

Scene 1: In the House of the High Priest

Cluster of seats with Eliashib’s seat set apart, spotlighted.  Introductory music - disturbing, ominous to set sinister mood.

Enter from left: A group of priests and nobles of Judah and Benjamin, led by Meshullum.  Meshullum seats them, stands to one side, turns to group.

MESHULLUM
Gentlemen, Eliashib the High Priest is grateful that you could all come to this important meeting today.  On Eliashib’s behalf I would like to welcome you to his house. (looks away, then exclaims)  Here he comes now. (group rises, turns to greet Eliashib who enters from left).

ELIASHIB
(ostentatiously)  Welcome, Welcome, peace to you all, worthy priests and honourable rulers.  Please be seated.  I have called this special meeting today to discuss some new developments in the villages of Judea which will affect our control of the city of Jerusalem.  One claiming to be a prophet is disturbing the people.  He calls himself a “messenger” - “the messenger of God” - MALACHI.  Like Nehemiah years ago, this so-called “messenger” is condemning you, the worthy men of Jerusalem ....you the honourable rulers.  (angry murmurs, consternation)
MESHULLUM
(interjecting)  He is accusing the people of not paying their tithes and violating the Sabbath.  But more seriously, he indicts us as the priesthood for failure to keep the Temple services going and warns us all of coming judgement because of our marriages with the friendly nations and peoples surrounding us.

JOIADA
(Eliashib’s son - heatedly)  My Father, he must be stopped without delay.  Demand the Persian authorities deal with him.  Have him removed like Nehemiah.

ELIASHIB
(walks across stage, turns)  Yes, my son, that’s the answer.  There has been peace since Nehemiah went back to Shushan.  He has been away for years.  Malachi, too will be sent away.

MESHULLUM
It is now the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon.  Twelve years have gone since Nehemiah first came.

ELIASHIB
Gentlemen, with your approval, I will have this new meddlesome messenger - Malachi removed.  May he end up like Nehemiah!  Nehemiah is detained to the Persian Court - he has been away for years.  No doubt he is out of favour with the king.  Probably he will never get permission to come a second time.  There is no need to be anxious about his return to Jerusalem.  It will never happen now!  

(Eliashib crosses stage, sits in separate chair, continues)

Gentlemen, you know how I was foremost in building up the defences of this city.  I have always been prepared to sacrifice to ensure security.  Together with you, I laboured to build the wall.  There have been considerable changes in the last few years since Nehemiah left.  Many things have been improved to make it easier and more satisfying for everyone.

(rises, moves away, turns)
Many of Nehemiah’s reforms, so-called were intolerable.  Others of them were false impositions without the authority of our traditions and our writings from the past.


You know I disagreed with the covenant which was signed by Nehemiah, Seraiah and the priests, Jeshua and the Levites, Parosh and the heads of the people and the rest of them who entered into a curse and an oath to walk in the law of Moses and keep all the commandments, regulations and statutes.

(moves across to seat)


That promise was unwise.  They bound themselves to a promise which they could never keep.

MESHULLUM
Nehemiah was extreme.  He insisted on impossible demands.  His law was a burden no-one could carry.

ELIASHIB
(seated)   Gentlemen, times have changed, circumstances are different.  Because of this there is a need for balance, and like so many times in the past, we have to adjust the observance of our laws and traditions to fit in. (hear hear)
JOIADA
My father, you have not been hard and austere like Nehemiah, but instead have been sympathetic to the problems of the people.  Everyone praises your consideration.  Because of the hardship in the land, because the priests and Levites are needed out in the villages to help in the cultivation of the fields, you have permitted postponement or non-payment of tithes and first-fruits.  The people are grateful.

MESHULLUM
(turns to group)  Our high priest when he saw fewer people coming up to the Temple ruled that the choral services were not justified for the smaller numbers and discontinued them.


It is easier and more convenient for the people to worship, when they want to in their own home towns or villages, rather than maintain an expensive programme of services in the Temple.

ELIASHIB
Gentlemen, because Jerusalem is the centre of business and trade throughout the Judean mountains, I have allowed traders who have to travel long distances to conduct their markets on the Sabbath days.  This promotes increased trade, and ensures fresh supplies every day, and is more convenient for animal sales.  It brings wealth to our city.

NOBLES OF JUDAH
The Sabbath, over the years, has lost much of its sanctity and significance.  In its old form it is no longer suitable because of increased trade and social activity.  The people don’t want the restrictions of the Sabbath.

ELIASHIB
(nodding)  Quite so, gentlemen.  I am pleased your approve.  I think we are agreed that the improvements and changes to our religious service and city administration are much better than years ago under Nehemiah.  (hear, hear from nobles)
Rises, walks across to group.


As you know, I have converted the empty storehouses in the Temple buildings into dwellings.  It seemed the wisest thing to do. (pause - voices of approval, hear hear)

The large chamber which was previously used for laying up the meal offering, the frankincense, the utensils, the tithes of corn, the new wine, and the oil, the heave offerings for the Priests has been emptied and conversed. (pause with emphasis)  I have prepared it for Tobiah my special guest.

NOBLES OF BENJAMIN
We are pleased to welcome Tobiah in Jerusalem (in unison)
ELIASHIB
Thank you, gentlemen.  Many of you know Tobiah very well because he kept up communication with you during the years of trouble with Nehemiah.  He will be an asset to the city.  With him we can extend our influence throughout the hills of Samaria and the lowlands and coastal plain.  It will lead to more cooperation.  The various peoples and nations left from the exile or who have migrated here will be more closely united. There is everything to gain by having Tobiah with us and not against us.

MESHULLUM
Eliashib is allied to Tobiah through marriages in his household.  Tobiah is now the son-in-law of Shechaniah the son of Arah. (Nobles congratulate, cheer Eliashib)


Gentlemen, I am pleased to announce that I have arranged the marriage of my daughter to Johanan, the son of Tobiah. (Nobles congratulate, Meshullum)
ELIASHIB
Thank you gentlemen for your kind thoughts and best wishes.  There will be great benefits flowing from the uniting of our families.  You will be further pleased to know that my grandson is married to a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite.

Group rises, clusters around Eliashib and Meshullum, congratulates them.  Crash of music to crescendo then fade.  Group resits facing Eliashib.

ELIASHIB
Gentlemen, I call upon you all to reject the message of Malachi and forget the words of Nehemiah concerning marriage with our neighbours in Samaria and Philistia, or across the Jordan in Ammon and Moab.  We are now united with these people.  After all, Tobiah came from Ammon and Sanballat from Moab.

Eliashib rises, walks across stage, turns.


I speak with the full authority of the lineage of the High Priests.  I have the tradition and law behind me.  Marriage was ordained for the benefit of man and women.  In any marriage, the persons are more important than our laws.  Our laws, passed down from Moses, allow for the marriage of Jews with Gentiles.  Divorce is permitted where there are unsuitable matches made or other unsatisfactory arrangements or if there is suspicion of fitness for marriage or irretrievable breakdowns during married life.  This is how it should be.

Eliashib walks towards group.


Let me remind you of examples of good marriage down through the history of our nation.


Abraham, our great father, took foreign wives.  The first, Hagar, was an Egyptian and she began the great nation of Ishmael, who are still our brethren.  Another wife was Keturah whom Abraham added before the death of Sarah.  Her sons from Abraham were Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishabak and Shuah.  These also are our brethren and today their descendants live all around us from the south, through Arabia and across to Persia.


Joseph, our saviour in Egypt, took an Egyptian wife.  Moses, our lawgiver first took a Midianitsh wife then an Ethiopian.

MESHULLUM
That is ample proof that we are permitted to marry with the friendly nations near us.

JOIADA
Father, is it not also true that although the Patriarchs had selected wives from their family in Mesopotamia, Moses later prohibited marriage among close kindred.

ELIASHIB
That is so my son.  It is a further evidence that we must seek our wives from other families and tribes than our own.  It is proof that marriage laws must be adjusted continually and even reversed where necessary.  So you see, gentlemen, marriage with other nations is not new.

Returns and sits down.

MESHULLUM
Other great leaders of our nations were not bound by law, certainly not by the severe prohibitions issued by Ezra and Nehemiah and now Malachi.


Gideon and other judges, Elkanah the father of the great prophet Samuel, Saul the first anointed king of Israel, Solomon the wisest of all, Rehoboam, Abijah and Joash all married foreign wives.  Were they not blessed of God.  Were they not?  You know they were!

JOIADA
My father, did not Mahlon of Bethlehem marry Ruth the Moabitess?  God blessed her and she was the great ancestress of the beloved king David.

ELIASHIB
It is true, my son, that we have a Moabitess in the royal line of David.  As a matter of fact, our Patriarch and king, David, the man after God’s own heart, had two wives in the period of his wanderings, he took five more wives at Hebron, then more wives at Jerusalem, thus nullifying the old prohibition, given by Moses hundreds of years before, against multiplying wives.


Gentlemen, the wives of David included one from Jezreel, another from Carmel, another, even Maacha, was the daughter of Tabnai, king of Geshur, and mother of Absolom.  Even Bathsheba was previously the wife of a Hittite.  David’s sister, Abigail, married Jether the Ishmaelite and was mother of Amasa, the nephew of David whom he appointed as successor to Joab as commander-in-chief of the Armies of Israel.


From David, down through the long history of the kings of Judah and Israel and particularly during the seventy years exile in Babylon continually there have been marriages outside of the strict family circles.  God has approved all these.  Therefore nothing can be said against out sons taking foreign wives as they please. 

MESHULLUM
What about divorce which Malachi strongly condemns?

ELIASHIB
Gentlemen you know that divorce is divinely approved.  Divorce is much older and more established than the Mosaic marriage laws.  The Holy Spirit commanded Abraham to divorce Hagar.  This was a divine endorsement of divorce.  Divorce prevailed throughout the Patriarchal age and was included by God at Mount Horeb in the law.  Malachi is a false prophet - he is wrong, because divorce is permissible.

Rises, approaches group persuasively.

ELIASHIB
Let me put it to you this way.  I am sure you will understand.  We must make allowance for ill-assorted marriages and often there is a loss of the bond of affection.  When marriages break down we need the remedy of divorce - there must be a new start.  If there is no provision to start again because of irreparable breakdown in marriage, then the husband and wife may fall into greater sins.  If there is no divorce, as Malachi is claiming, then it is not good to marry, and that surely is against God’s wish for human happiness.


Gentlemen our history, traditions and law show that divorce will protect and stabilise our society.  Divorce is needed in our conditions today.  The Mosaic Law was aimed at reducing the evils in society and surely divorce is a lesser evil than hateful marriages?


Divorce can reduce the injustice and inequality of pre-arranged, purchased or poorly endowed marriages.


Don’t let Malachi persuade you against the institution of divorce and remarriage.

JOIADA
My father, one last thing - what is the situation now regarding the prohibitions against marrying those of different nations from our own?

ELIASHIB
Gentlemen, since the Babylonian captivity, with the loss of a large part of our nation into oblivion in far countries and the mixing of the remnant there is no longer any strong demarcation and need for separation.


We as a small nation of 50,000 persons cannot remain exclusive any longer.  Hundreds who came back from the various colonies of Babylonia could not tell their ancestral home, nor their relatives and descendants.  They were not sure whether they were entirely of Israel only.  In the same way, the friendly nations who are our neighbours also suffered and are not sure of the stream of their descent and lineage.


Why then, as groups in one land, should we be adverse to each other?

MESHULLUM
Does this mean that the old Mosaic prohibitions against marriage with the aliens are superseeded?

ELIASHIB
Yes, that is so.  The law of Moses only distinctly prohibited marriage with some of the old Canaanites centuries ago.


Only Ammonite and Moabite males could not marry into our nation but our men could marry women of those nations.  Remember Mahlon’s wife, Ruth, was a Moabitess.  She later married Boaz and was the illustrious great grandmother of our beloved king David.

ELIASHIB
There were even less stringent requirements for Edomites and Egyptians.  They could be fully admitted after three generations.  Their grand children were accepted as Israelites.

Eliashib rises, walks across stage to group.


Let is be quite clear  (smites his hands in anger) Nehemiah had no rights and no authority to extend the original prohibition of the law of Moses.  He could never forbid marriages with Horonites or Moabites, neither with Ammonites or Philistines.  Forget Nehemiah and his home made marriage laws.  Take no notice of Malachi and his threats of coming judgements and condemnation of divorce.


Come, let us deal with the Malachi menace!

Group rises angrily, muttering, moves off stage behind Eliashib.  Drums, crescendo, ominous music.  Lights down, clear stage of chairs.

ACT 3  ‘ARISE AND BUILD JERUSALEM’


‘THE MESSAGE OF MALACHI’

Scene 1: Contradicting the Messenger of the Covenant.

Setting:  In a large open square inside the water gate.  Groups of people standing and talking.  Introductory music:  Dramatic prelude of urgency.  Excerpt Handel’s Messiah - ‘The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His Temple, even the messenger of the covenant whom ye delight in’.

Enter from left and right:  Groups, couples cross stage slowly, stop and talk, then move back stage left.

Cue after ‘Behold he shall come saith the Lord of Hosts’ Malachi enters from right.

MALACHI
Hear the word of Yahweh!  Hear the word of Yahweh!  

Crowd groups apprehensive move slowly to right stage as Malachi advances - crosses to left.


I am Malachi, his messenger.  The message of Yahweh is heavy.  God has sent a burden of warning to this nation. (fear, groans from crowd)  Who is there among all in this nation who fears Yahweh and speaks often one to another in His name?  God will remember.  He will record the names of the faithful in his book of remembrance.  They shall be his.  They will be spared in the day of return and judgement.

VOICE 1
What is this day of judgement?  When will it come?

MALACHI
Behold the day is coming, burning like an oven.  Worldly men - all the proud and all evildoers - shall be as straw then - they shall be burned up.   Yahweh of Hosts declares that the day will come and set them all ablaze. All evildoers shall become ashes, they will leave neither root nor branch.  Beware the day when I take action, says Yahweh of Hosts.

VOICE 2
God does not act swiftly and speedily.  He has not brought immediate retribution for many years, why will He bring judgements now?

VOICE 3
There has been no quick judgement on evildoers by your God.  Does not God delight in those who do evil?  Does he not let them live long lives?

MALACHI
The great and dreadful day of Yahweh IS coming.  God will judge between the righteous and the wicked.  You will see it.  Yahweh shall decide between those who serve him and those who serve him not!

VOICE 4
God puts no difference between the righteous and the wicked.  Your God does not punish the wicked, He does no vindicate himself.

ALL VOICES
Where is the God of Judgement?  When will he move?  When will he do something?

VOICE 5
Your God of Judgement is in hiding!  We demand that He reveal himself now, now. (crowd chants,  now, now)  Let God arise and be seen by all.

MALACHI
Your own faithlessness has closed your eyes!  You are blind to the ways of God.  The God of judgement will be revealed in fire.  

Malachi picks up blazing torch, holds it high, whirls on crowd, points accusing finger, speaks slowly deliberately.


But who can face the day of His coming?  Who can stand when He appears?  He is like a refiner’s fire, like a smelter’s furnace.  

Malachi point blazing torch at crowd, moves towards them, they move away in fear.


He will melt you by the hot stream of his blast.  He will consume you like the acid of the fuller.  Yahweh will sit down and melt and purge all in this nation until he finds men who will bring honest sacrifices without hypocrisy. 

Malachi walks across stage with torch, plunges it into water, steam rises like sacrifices.


Then, only then, will your sacrifices be welcomes.  Only then will your altar gifts rise up and be acceptable.  Then God will have your offerings in righteousness.

VOICE 6
The word of God is dreary, we are weary of it.  Can God take away all our troubles and remove the evildoers?

VOICE 7
It is vain to serve God.  There is no profit in keeping his ordinances.  It is impossible to keep all of His commandments in the present situation.

MALACHI
(exclaims)  This nation lacks any discernment of the significance of God’s name.  He will keep his covenant.  He is faithful.   He will be manifested in glory.  His Name is His guarantee of His purpose.  It will be fulfilled.

VOICE 8
Is not God unjust in his dealings with us?  He has not blessed us?  We are in this pitiful state through no fault of our own!

VOICE 1
That is right!  If God has foreseen and predestined and fixed all things, we cannot be made responsible for the present troubles.  We cannot withstand his intentions.  We can change his determined purpose!  Why blame us?

MALACHI
Yahweh is absolute and sovereign but acts in love and chooses you freely in His mercy.  You cannot change your Creator with partiality and caprice.  As the great potter, God is seeking to mould you like clay into valuable worthy vessels.  Yield to him!  Try Yahweh, seek His goodness, He will bless you!  Bring in your tithes and God will speedily stretch out His hand and bless you abundantly.


Hear this message of Yahweh:  I have loved you.

VOICE 2
I ask, how has God loved us?

MALACHI
Yahweh loved Jacob and hates Esau.  He is furious with Edom because of their crimes against his people.  Though they rise up and rebuild and defy him, God will judge them.  Your eyes shall see nations beyond the borders of Israel magnifying God’s name and offering praise and prayer.  Because Yahweh is eternal and will never change, you, the sons of Jacob will not be consumed.  Thus does Yahweh love you with an everlasting love.

VOICE 3
If Yahweh loves us, as you claim, why then has he cheated us of blessings.  He, like Jacob, has taken away our birthrights, and denied us His goodness.

MALACHI
You have cheated God, though He has been steadfast towards you all.  Ever since the days of your fathers you have swerved from God’s laws and failed to keep his statutes.  You are wayward.  Your service has degenerated from the Divine standards set.  You do not give God your very best.  Are you not all responsible for maintaining truth and upholding the highest standards?  Is there any with a smitten conscience towards God, any with a broken and contrite spirit?


Hear the message of Yahweh of Hosts:  Turn back, come back to me and I will come back to you.

VOICE 4
I ask, how do we need to come back?  Why is it necessary to turn back?  We have done our best.  Things are so bad that we cannot spare the best breeding stock and good animals for sacrifices.  Our troubles have increased and we only have a few sick or lame animals left for offerings.

VOICE 5
Under these circumstances why doesn’t God accept what we have, why won’t He take what we give?  Does it really matter what kind of worship or which exact details of offerings be kept?  We can only give what we have.  What is wrong with our service?

MALACHI
Hear the message of Yahweh:  I want to be honoured as a Father.  I want to be feared as a Master. Where is my honour?  Where is my reverence?

Sudden commotion, crowd moves apart, group of priests burst through, led by Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, Jaddua, Meshullum.

ELIASHIB
(advancing)  Where have we dishonoured Yahweh?  Show us how we have slighted his honour?  Prove where we have not given reverent service!

MALACHI
Hear the word of Yahweh of Hosts:  O priests, you slight me, you scorn my name.

JOHANAN
(angry)  I ask, how have we slighted God?

MALACHI
By putting defiled food on my altar, says Yahweh.

JOIADA
But how have we defiled it?

MALACHI
By thinking that the table of Yahweh may be despised, by bringing blind beasts to be sacrificed and saying, it doesn’t count.  By bringing lame and sickly animals and saying, it doesn’t matter.


Thus says Yahweh of Hosts:  Take the beast to your governor - see if it will not matter, see if he will be delighted.  Will those insults for sacrifices pacify God?  Do you think you will please God by keeping the best for yourselves and offering the inferior to Him?  Do you think Yahweh is pleased because you can’t care less about His worship?


Thus says Yahweh of Hosts:  How can I favour any one of you, when you offer me such contemptible sacrifices?

ELIASHIB
Enough, I am high priest of Yahweh.  How dare you accuse me of dishonouring God.  Who are sent you to criticise me and challenge my authority?  Who sent you to......

MALACHI
(interrupting) I am the messenger of Yahweh of Hosts.  Malachi, “his messenger” is my name and my mission.  Yahweh of Hosts declares to you, Eliashib:  I take no delight in you:  I will accept no offering you make, while pagans and gentiles honour Me and offer a pure offering from sunrise to sunset to My name, you, Eliashib, and your house, and this priesthood dishonour it.


For you, the table of Yahweh is defiled, you say its food does not matter.  You say what a weariness it all is!  You sniff at it!


And you bring the blind, the lame, the sick for sacrifices.  You actually bring them for the offerings!  It is cheap for you, it is convenient.


Thus saith Yahweh:  Am I to accept that from you?  Never, Eliashib never.


(turning to priests)  You all take payments, you all make charges for your services to God.  Who is there even among you that will shut the doors and refuse to open them, unless you are rewarded?  Who will set light to Yahweh’s altar for nothing?


Thus says Yahweh of Hosts:  I take no delight in you!  Hear the message of Yahweh of Hosts:  I am a great king and I require reverence!

JADDUA
We have kept the Temple services going as best we can under the circumstances, but there is little support from the people.

MALACHI
(to the people)  The priests are the chief offenders - they have not preserved God’s ways.  (turns and advances towards priests)  Thus saith Yahweh of Hosts:  You priests must amend your ways, your lips should seek knowledge, the people should seek Yahweh through you.


But you have made the priesthood contemptible and caused multitudes of the people to stumble and not be delivered.


Now therefore hear this charge:  If you will not hear, if you will not lay it to hear to give glory to my name.


Then, thus says Yahweh of Hosts:  I will send among you the curse and curse your blessings.  I will scatter refuse upon your faces, the filth of your festivals, and you will be swept away.


Malachi turns, strides away then spins around. 


Hear God’s final ultimatum - Reform or else, return to God before it is too late.

ELIASHIB
We won’t hear any more of this.  We will send you back with you messages.  You will answer to the authorities Malachi.  We will send a message to Damascus and Persia about you and your messages.  (priests turn, move through the crowd, depart noisily  - ominous pause)
MALACHI

Judah, hear the message of Yahweh of Hosts.




You have dealt treacherously and profaned the Holy Place which God loves.  


You have taken to yourself the daughters of a strange god and married 



women who belong to foreign gods.

VOICE 6
Where have we broken faith with one another?  Where have we dealt treacherously with each other and profaned the covenant of our fathers?

MALACHI
Yahweh was a witness at your marriage to the wife of your youth.  Though she is your only dear one and lawful wife, you have broken faith with her.  You have cast aside your consorts for other women.  Have none of you any moral sense of spirit at all?  Not one of you desires to have children from God.  None seek a godly seed, but you want your fruit to come from foreigners, not your faithful wives.


Thus says Yahweh of Hosts.


Take heed to yourselves, let none of your prove unfaithful to the wife of your youth, do not deal treacherously with your living companions.


Hear the message of Yahweh of Hosts, the God of Israel




I hate and detest divorce.




I condemn cruelty to a wife




Woe to them who do violence to their covered ones




Beware of dealing treacherously with your beloved


Be warned that the man who despises the wife of his youth, who divorces her for another will be stripped of his family and kinsfolk.  Yahweh will divorce him and expel him from Judah and leave none behind to sacrifice for him to Yahweh of Hosts.

VOICE 7
God does not heed our offerings even now.  Though we drench His altar with tears, though we appeal with weeping and groaning, He will not accept our gifts or listen to our prayers.  Why is this?  What is the cause for God to refuse to respond?

MALACHI

You continue to be unfaithful to Yahweh’s Covenant.  




You deal treacherously with the marriage covenant.  




You neglect Yahweh’s purpose with marriage and parenthood.  




You have wearied Yahweh with all your words, all your talk.

VOICE 8
How have we wearied him?

MALACHI

By saying that an evil-doer is approved by God.




By declaring that everyone who does wrong is right in the eyes of Yahweh 


and in them He takes delight.  




By scornfully inquiring where is the God of Justice?


You demand that God reveal himself without delay.  Hear the message of Yahweh of Hosts: (bring in Messiah excerpt as background music)  Behold I send my messenger to clear the way for me.  Then Yahweh whom you seek, whom you say you long for, will suddenly come to His Temple.


Thus says Yahweh of Hosts:  Lo!  He comes!  Even the messenger of the covenant whom you delight in. (music fades)
CROWD
How have we spoken against Yahweh of Hosts?

MALACHI

You have muttered against God.




You say it is useless to serve God.




You demand to know what gain will come from doing Yahweh’s will, what 


reward will come from sitting in sackcloth before him, what value there is 


in repentance and sorrow for sin.




You claim that the wicked are well off.




You murmur that the evildoers prosper and escape.




If you serve him with all your hearts you will be blessed.




Yahweh will remove the curse and bring you the blessings of His covenant 


with Abraham.

CROWD
How will this happen?  When will it come?

MALACHI
The day of judgement is coming.  It will burn like a furnace.  Yahweh will purify this nation and save His own.  Then you will go forth to judge and bless the nations round about.

Malachi crosses stage, crowd move forward.


In that day God’s word will be active, it will take effect.

Crowd parts, Malachi strides through, turns.


Hear the last message to Yahweh of Hosts:  Remember the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel.  Keep the statutes and regulations and do them.


Hear God’s final message:  Before the great and dreadful day of Yahweh dawns, before the awful day of doom comes.  


Thus saith Yahweh:  I will send you Elijah the Prophet:  He will bring back and reconcile fathers to sons:  He will restore the hearts of children to their parents:  Repent, change your ways, turn to God with all your heart, lest I come and strike down the whole land with utter destruction:  Repent, says Yahweh, or I will strike the land with a curse.  

Malachi exits, crowd surges, lights down.  Music conveying doom rises to a finale.

ACT 4 ‘ARISE AND BUILD JERUSALEM’

Scene 1-5:  Nemesis from Nehemiah

Scene 1: Sorrow for the Sins of Jerusalem

Setting:  In the large court of the Temple with the priests chambers on one side and the gates of the wall on the other.  Introductory music - sorrowful and with rising suspense.  Nehemiah enters from right - spotlight only.  Hanani and certain men of Judah enter from left.  They greet and embrace Nehemiah.

HANANI
(runs to embrace Nehemiah)  O Nehemiah, Nehemiah, at last you are here!   How pleased we are to see you.

NEHEMIAH
My brethren Hanani and men of Judah, it is wonderful to come back to the city of God.  (they embrace emotionally)  For the last twelve years I have prayed for the peace of Jerusalem and I have longed for my feet to stand within its gates.  Jerusalem at last, after all these years.  O Jerusalem, peace be within they walls and prosperity within thy palaces.

HANANI
If only that were so, if only your prayer were answered.  (sobs, shows anguish)
MEN OF JUDAH
If only there was peace in Jerusalem!

NEHEMIAH
Hanani and men of Judah, what is wrong, why are you in anguish.  Tell me why you are in sorrow.  For you all, for my brethren and companions sakes I have prayed that peace be within the walls of Jerusalem.

HANANI
How can there be peace with Sanballat’s shadow over the affairs of the city?

NEHEMIAH
What!  What are you saying!  Have the enemies of God walked into the city without opposition. How could the army of these adversaries get over the walls which were restored and built.

HANANI
They did not fight against us and overcome us with their weapons of war.

MEN OF JUDAH
Tobiah and Sanballat conquered by their cunning.  Their words were their weapons.  Their strategy was subterfuge.  Their forces were fear and false friendship. Their sword was scandal and treason.

HANANI
Nehemiah although you built the wall to keep the Samaritans out, Eliashib, Meshullum and the priests and nobles opened the gates of their families and welcomed the enemies in.  Eliashib is allied with Tobiah and Sanballat.

MEN OF JUDAH
Eliashib and the priests have committed great evils.  Malachi, God’s messenger, exposed them but they rejected the warnings from Yahweh of Hosts.

HANANI
Eliashib and his sons and Meshullum have encouraged laxity in marriage and divorce.  Large numbers of the priests, rulers and people are marrying with aliens.

MEN OF JUDAH
The people have been allowed to abandon the observances of the Sabbath day.

HANANI
Everywhere there is widespread non-payment of tithes and offerings.  The Levites have little to support them.

MEN OF JUDAH
There is a serious decline in the holiness of the Temple and its divine services.

HANANI
The priests have committed abominations and disregarded the covenant of the Levitical Priesthood.

MEN OF JUDAH
The mixed marriages have brought confusion and a pure seed for God is now polluted.

NEHEMIAH
(in anguish)  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how great is the evil within you.  O priests, could you not watch and keep the faith?  O people, why have you again turned away from your God?  (anger)  O Hanani I am deeply hurt at this evil report.  Men of Judah I am grieved exceedingly because of the sin of the people of this city.  (grief)
Nehemiah turns, walks away, raises his hands to heaven prays.


Thou art Yahweh - thou, alone did make the host of heaven.  Thou, Yahweh God did choose Abraham and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldees and gave him this land for an everlasting possession, because his heart was faithful.  Then, alone, did deliver our people from Egypt.  Thou, only, spoke to them thy law and commandments at Sinai through Moses thy servant.  They hardened their neck, they dealt proudly, thy people have refused to hearken and have acted perversely.  They have wrought wickedness before thee continually.


O God, rise up and judge thy people righteously.  For thou art a God gracious and full of compassion.  Be merciful unto thy servants this day.  Strengthen us to vindicate Thy Name, to honour Thee before this people and nation.

HANANI & MEN OF J.
Amen and Amen.

Lights out, clear stage.  Music as interlude - indicating impending judgements.

Scene 2:  Ejecting the Enemies of God from the Temple

Crash of chords - lights up.  Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, Jaddua, Meshullum and group of priests enter - go to centre and back stage.  

Eliashib turns and walks to left stage where Tobiah stands at door of chamber.

ELIASHIB
Tobiah, now you are settled.  This large chamber in the courts of the house of God is for you.  We are honoured to have you dwell with us.

MESHULLUM
(to Tobiah)  O Tobiah, not only is my daughter married to your son, Johanan, but you are allied to the house of Eliashib the High Priest, and related also to Sanballat now.

JOIADA
Tobiah you are one of us.  You now have a portion a right, a memorial in Jerusalem.

TOBIAH
Thank you.  I am very pleased to be in Jerusalem.  It is the fulfilment of a hard struggle.  It is the achievement of a long-held ambition.  At last, I am here.

ELIASHIB
My brother, Tobiah, may your residence with us be full of pleasures.  Let us live and worship together in peace.  I am sure that you will enjoy your home amongst us, in this Temple of God.

1st messenger runs in from right stage to Eliashib.  Shouts out interrupting him - strident music rises.

1 MESSENGER
My Lord, the Governor, Nehemiah is coming into Jerusalem!  He is coming to the Temple. (speaks panic stricken)
2 MESSENGER
(runs in)  Eliashib, most worthy priest, Nehemiah has come through the gates of the house with men of Judah, Levites and people from the districts.  He marches through the court now.  (crescendo and trumpets)
Nehemiah and companions enter from right stage.  Nehemiah crosses stage and stands before Eliashib.  Priests of Eliashib move apprehensively to backstage.

NEHEMIAH
Eliashib why is Tobiah in the house of God?

ELIASHIB
My dear Nehemiah, how pleased we are to see you again.

NEHEMIAH
(interrupting Eliashib’s false welcome)  Eliashib who gave Tobiah this chamber?  On whose authority I demand to know the reasons.

ELIASHIB
Tobiah has every right to be here.  He has joined himself to this city and nation.  He is now an honourable citizen, a worshipper with us.

NEHEMIAH
(cutting in on Eliashib)  What!  Does Tobiah now live up to the meaning of his name?  Will he now confess that Yah is God?  Tobiah has ‘no portion nor right, nor memorial in Jerusalem’.

Turns to Meshullum.


Meshullum, is this the result of your correspondence with Tobiah.  Have you brought cooperation by your corrupt communications.

Looks to Joiada.


Joiada, have you become friends with him who made the leaders of this nation fear because of his letters?

To Eliashib.


Have you allowed this villain Tobiah to bring his venom to the heart of Jerusalem?  Have you defied the statutes of Moses, and defiled this Temple?  How is it that Tobiah is more important than the service of God?  Why is the chamber empty and without meal offerings, the frankincense, the gifts to support the priests and Levites?  Why is it occupied by God’s enemy, Tobiah?  Does an Ammonite slave of Persia dwell in God’s house?

Moves towards Tobiah.


Go Tobiah, get out.

TOBIAH
(menaces Nehemiah)  I am here to stay, Nehemiah.  Get back to your wine service in Shushan. (Tobiah pushes Nehemiah back into ranks of men of Judah - turns and appeals to priests of Eliashib)  I am one of you.  Let us together throw this usurper out.

NEHEMIAH
(Suddenly springs forward, grapples with Tobiah, holds his arms up behind him, propels him through men of Judah across and off right stage).  Is God’s house a den of thieves and robbers!  Out Tobiah!


(turns to companions)  Clean out that chamber, cast out the things of Tobiah.  


(Men of Judah cross stage, go into chamber through left stage door.  Sounds of breakage smashing of goods.  Men re-emerge and cross stage carrying clothing, boxes, chairs, household utensils, hurl out of right stage entrance).


(commands men of Judah)  Purify the chambers.  Put back the utensils of the house of God.  Bring in the meal offerings and frankincense. 


(Stops Eliashib leaving right stage)  


Eliashib you are an unholy priest.  Your faithlessness condemns you.  God will judge you for the evils which you have committed against Him in this place.  You are allied to Sanballat the Horonite, the most bitter foe in Israel.  You are related by marriage also to Tobiah, and arch-enemy of the work of God.  You have compromised the purity of the office of High Priest.  You have violated the laws of God and the directions of Ezra against mixed marriages.  You have denied God’s name and your own name as well.  Your name tells that ‘God will restore and lead back’ but God has rejected you.  Go, Eliashib go.  (Eliashib flings himself away in furious despair)

Nehemiah crosses over to Meshullum son of Berechiah:  Meshullum you have an honourable lineage.  You are a son of Zerubbabel. (Meshullum nods)   You were notable in repairing two sections of the walls of Jerusalem. (Meshullum moves across stage)  You were one of the 13 priests and Levites who accompanied Ezra on the raised wooden platform in the Festival of Trumpets, when the law was read.  (Meshullum turns)  But you have lacked spiritual strength.  You allowed your daughter to marry Johanan, son of Tobiah.  Evil letters passed between you and Tobiah.  When I was last here, you told me about all of Tobiah’s virtues, all of his good deeds.  You also told him everything which I said and did.  You supported Tobiah in trying to scare and make one fearful.  Meshullum you have acted treacherously, you have loved iniquity and hated righteousness.  Get out Meshullum, go, you and your household.  (Meshullum dashes out through right stage door)

Nehemiah turns to Joiada, Johanan, Jaddua and group of priests:  You are faithless, half-hearted brethren.  When the walls were being repaired, you did not put your necks to the work, you did not pull your weight.  You would not soil your hands, or bend your backs to assist the labourers from the land.  You were too occupied in exploiting the poor Jewish brethren.  You ground the workers down by exorbitant interest charges.  When they were unable to repay the debts, you took their goods as part-payment, you mortgaged their farms and houses, you took their children as security.  You became allied by marriages to the enemy.  You have disgraced the priesthood and despised God’s name.  You have forfeited your rights to the office.  Go and never return again.

Priests quickly move off right stage.  Nehemiah and men of Judah cross stage and leave.  Finale of music lights down.

Scene 3:  Restoring the Singers to the Sanctuary

Introductory music, sorrowful lament.  Nehemiah, Hanani and Pethahiah enter from right.  Nehemiah sits, other stands behind.  The chiefs of the Levites and their brethren enter from left.

NEHEMIAH
Welcome to you Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua and brethren.

HASHABIAH
Thank you.  As the chiefs of the Levites, we have come as you requested to give you our report.

PETHAHIAH
(to Nehemiah)  I have also requested that the watchers and doorkeepers in the storehouses come.

NEHEMIAH
Hashabiah why have no portions been given to the Levites?

HASHABIAH
Because the tithes were not paid under Eliashib and the gifts and heave offerings for the priests in their service to God were neglected by the rulers and the people.

NEHEMIAH
Sherebiah, why have the Levites and singers who have been leading the services in the Temple left Jerusalem?

SHEREBIAH
Because there was not sufficient tithes and offerings brought in to keep us.  The leaders of the priests cancelled the compulsory offerings and few people came willingly.  We could not all be sustained in the services on the voluntary offerings of a few only.

NEHEMIAH
Jeshua, son of Kadmiel, why did the Levites flee everyone to his field and go back to his home village?

JESHUA
Because they were not welcome in Jerusalem, they had to seek work, they had to grow food for their families.

NEHEMIAH
(to Hanani)  Call in the deputies.  They will have to give an answer for their actions.

Hanani crosses stage, goes out stage door, returns leading in overseers and servants of the Temple to stand before Nehemiah)
NEHEMIAH
Zabdiel, are you not overseer of the Priests?

ZABDIEL
Yes, but I have only been recently appointed.

NEHEMIAH
Uzzi, are you the overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem?

UZZI
Yes, I am in charge of the singers and the work of the House of God.

NEHEMIAH
Seraiah are you not the ruler of the house of God?  Ziha, Gishpa, you are the Temple servants aren’t you?  Semaiah, Shabbethai and Jozabad, aren’t you in charge of the outside work of the house of God?

SERAIAH, ZIBA, GISHPA, SHEMAIAH, SHABBETHAI, JOZABAD



We have the duties and responsibilities you mention.  (reply in unison)
NEHEMIAH
(rises from seat, speaks coldly and deliberately)  Why then is the house of God neglected?  Wherefore do I find the services forsaken?  Where is your faithful service, your fulfilment of duty?  This appalling state must be corrected.  There will be changes.  You will rise to your responsibilities or I will dismiss you.


Turns to Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua  You will gather the Levites and singers together and set them in their proper places.  


Turns to overseers and servants  You will see that all of Judah brings in their tithes of corn and new wine and oil.


To Pethahiah  Bring in the four officers who are faithful and reliable.

Pethahiah crosses stage, goes out stage door, returns leading in Shelemiah, Zadok, Pedaiah, Hanan the son of Zaccur.  The others move to back of stage.  Nehemiah looks at each in turn, calls their names.


Shelemiah the Priest, Zadok the scribe, Pedaiah the Levite and Hanan son of Zaccur - all of your have proved faithful and consistent in your work in the Temple.  I now set you in charge of the treasuries.  You will be responsible to distribute and tithes and offerings to your brethren and you will account for all to Pethahiah my adviser.

THE TREASURES
All that you say, we will do and be faithful.

NEHEMIAH
You may all go now to your new duties.

All groups leave left and right stage.  Nehemiah left alone.  Prayerful music rises.  Lifts his hands in prayer, lights dim to darkness.


Remember me O my God, concerning this - and do not wipe out my living kindnesses.  Forget not the good service I have done for the House of my God and My God, remember this to my credit.

Lights out, music increases.

Scene 4: Suppressing trade and sanctifying the Sabbath

Setting:  In the large open square of the market place.  Trading groups stand around, bustle of activity, hubbub.  Introductory music, vigorous, catchy music.


From both sides of stage: People of Judah move across with sheaves, bags, baskets of grapes, figs, container of wine.  Merchants of Tyre with baskets of fish, bags of cloth and pottery ware set up stalls.

VOICE 1
It is good to be able to buy on the Sabbath when the week’s work is done.

VOICE 2
Look at all the fish brought here by the merchants of Tyre and fishermen of Sidon.  We don’t have to wait till after Sabbath.

Sounds of laughter.

VOICE 3
The Sabbath day is the best time to meet people in this bazaar and talk.

VOICE 4
After a long journey on the Sabbath it is great to relax and eat the good foods and drink the variety of wines for sale.

VOICE 5
Look at this wonderful range of cloth and embroidered garments.  There is linen and cotton from Egypt, black and purple woolcloths from Asia, skins and furs from the mountains.

Excitement and comments.

VOICE 6
The Sabbath is the best market day for fresh food and household goods.  (noise of bartering)
VOICE 7
The best day to view and buy animals and livestock is each Sabbath.

Rising crescendo of ominous music.  Sudden silence.

NEHEMIAH
(enters, crosses stage from left, goes to group of buyers)  This is no day to sell provisions!  You people of Judah, stop defiling the Sabbath.  Go to your homes, Begone!  Don’t stay here any longer.


Turns to merchants of Tyre  You men of Tyre, who allows you to dwell in Jerusalem.?  How dare you seel on the Sabbath to the sons of Judah.  This dishonours our God.  GO!

Tyrians pack up goods and hurry away.  The nobles of Judah walk into the market place.

NEHEMIAH
(stop these authorities)  Why have you nobles of Judah agreed to the breaking of God’s Sabbath.  What evil is this you are doing, profaning His Holy day.  Did not your fathers do this continually, until our God brought evil on us and calamity on this city?  And yet, you would bring further indignation on Israel, by profaning the Sabbath.

PETHAHIAH
(to runners)  Call Hananiah, the governor of the castle.  Go and get Rephaiah and Shallum the rulers of the half districts of Jerusalem.  Find Joel the overseer of the Benjamites.  Bring them to the gates.

Nehemiah, Pethahiah and Hanani  move across stage, lights dim, darkness settles.

NEHEMIAH
(speaks to gatekeepers and rulers of Jerusalem)  I order you to shut the gates for the Sabbath.  You will stop all movement.  There will be no journeys and carrying of goods nor any trading in and out of Jerusalem.

Nehemiah and other groups move offstage, lights out, music, lights up, traders move across stage and stand beside walls.  Nehemiah, Hanani, Pethahiah enter.

NEHEMIAH
(to trading groups)  Why are you remaining about the walls.  Are you lodging here until the last moments before and after the Sabbath so that you can go straight inside again?  What do you mean by trafficking outside and selling goods to people on the walls or making journeys away from here?  You traders will keep away from the walls and gates.  I forbid you Gentile Sabbath-breakers to cause Judah to disobey God’s law of the Sabbath day.


(turns to gatekeepers - commands them)  You Levites, you shall purify yourselves and come and keep the gates of the city from being profaned.  Hallow the Sabbath day and honour God.

Group moves off stage, leaving Nehemiah alone.  Light dim, music.  Nehemiah lifts up his hands in prayer as lights fade.

NEHEMIAH
This also remember, for my credit, O my God.  Have pity upon me according to the abundance of thy loving kindness.

Lights out, music crescendo.

Scene 5:  Denouncing Mixed Marriages

Setting:  In the streets of Jerusalem.  Introductory music - light frivolous, confusing.  

Enter from left and right - Jewish men with foreign wives and children.  Athaiah of Judah with his wife from Ashdod approaches and greets Sallu of Benjamin with his Ammonite wife and child.

ATHAIAH
Sallu, I would like you to meet my new wife Peresh from Ashdod in the land of Philistia.  She can speak only a little Aramaic.

SALLU
Greetings, Athaiah and Peresh.  Please meet my concubine Saraph.  She comes from Rabbah in Ammon.  She cannot speak Hebrew.  My son, Seir, finds it hard to understand the different languages used in Jerusalem these days. 

Group starts talking in their own languages.  Pashur the priest, his wife from Moab and two sons meet with Kallai the Levite and his two wives from Edom and Idumea and their three children.

PASHUR
Greetings Kallai;  This is my woman friend Orpah, from Moab and the boys are from her previous marriage to a Syrian.

KALLAI
How do you do, Orpah.  I am sorry but I am not able to speak any language other than some Chaldee.  I would like you to meet my Edomite wife, Hatipha, and my new wife, Chozeba, from Idumea.  Our children find it hard to speak the language of the Jews.  Instead we have to mix up the tongues of each of our nations. 

Group tries to speak to each other in their different languages.  Sudden burst of music, Nehemiah and Hanani enter, move through groups.

NEHEMIAH
Athaiah, you are accursed for divorcing your Jewish wife and marrying this woman from Ashdod.  You will be punished for your evil ways.


Sallu, you are condemned for unfaithfulness.  Why have you despised the covenant of marriage by taking a concubine from a foreign country.  May God deal with you.


Pashur, how dare you as a priest reject marriage with a daughter of Levi and live with a woman of Moab.  You have polluted your priesthood and disgraced the altar of Yahweh.


So Kallai, the Levite, you have two wives from the wild country of the south.  You double your sins and confuse the clean with the profane.  God will judge you, Kallai.

Athaiah, Sallu, Pashur and Kallai combine and move against Nehemiah and Hanani.  They push at Nehemiah.  Nehemiah and Hanani smite them, pull out their hair.  Their wives scream and children cry.

NEHEMIAH
You should be as Nazarites, but you have defiled the head and hair of the covenant of separation.  Your hair is plucked out, you are disgraced by baldness.  You are objects of shame and cursed by God.

The four are pushed away, they leave dejectedly.  Nehemiah speaks to the groups of mixed marriages.


You are under an oath to God.  You will not take foreign women for your sons or yourselves.  Was not this the sin of Solomon king of Israel?  There was no king like him in all the nations;  he was beloved by his God and God made him king over all Israel.  Yet, even he, was led away and made to sin by his idolatrous foreign wives.  Will any of you think to do this great evil and break faith with our God by marrying foreign wives.?

Johanan one of the sons of Joiada, son of Eliashib the high priest and son-in-law to Sanballat enters with the daughter of Sanballat as his wife. 

NEHEMIAH
Johanan, son of Joiada, son of Eliashib I want to see you!  (Johanan stops, looks startled, his wife clutches him)  Is not the pitying scorn of Sanballat enough?  Have you joined yourself to the daughter of the enemy?  Shall I deal with you as a traitor?  Get out of Jerusalem! (Nehemiah chases Johanan, who scuttles away, while his wife shrieks)  I will chase you away!

All groups on stage run off to left and right, music rises to crescendo and falls away.  Lights dim out, single spot on solitary Nehemiah centre stage against a background of soft music, Nehemiah prays.

NEHEMIAH
O God I have purified the priesthood from everything foreign.  I have arranged the duties of priests and Levites, each to his own work.  I have fixed the offerings and the first fruits.  Remember it against them, O my God.  Charge it to them because they have defiled the priesthood and corrupted the Covenant of the priesthood and of the Levites.  (Rises, goes on side of stage followed by spotlight - dims)  Remember me O my God, for good.

Music crescendo, light out.
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