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Kind Woman of Shuenum
Stage 3 

Kind Woman of Shuenum

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Woman
· Husband
· Elisha
· Gehazi


	· 


NARRATOR
After Elijah had left him, Elisha carried on his work.  He went from place to place teaching the people about God.


One day, Elisha came to the town of Shunem.  In that town lived a wealthy woman - a kind lady who urged him to stay for a meal.  Then every time after that, when Elisha passed through Shunem he would go and visit the lady.  He would have a meal with her and her husband, and rest there a while.


One day, the Shunammite woman spoke to her husband about an idea she had.

WOMAN
I know that this man who often comes our way is a holy man of God.  Let’s make a small room on the roof and put in it a bed and a table, a chair and a lamp for him.  Then he can stay there whenever he comes to us.

HUSBAND
Yes wife, that is a good idea.

NARRATOR
So they built a special little room for Elisha.  Now every time he came he had a place to stay.


One day, Elisha and his servant Gehazi came to Shunem and found the room all ready.  So Elisha was able to lie down and rest on his own bed.  As he rested he thought how very kind the lady was.

ELISHA
This Shunammite woman - she has indeed been very kind to me.  What can I do for her.  (aloud)  Gehazi!  call the Shunammite woman to me.

GEHAZI
Yes Elisha.

SFX music to break sequence 6 seconds, footsteps walking close 3 seconds.

GEHAZI
The woman is here my lord, outside your door.

ELISHA
Good, tell her this - you have taken all this trouble for us:  what is to be done for you?  Would you have a word spoken on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?

GEHAZI
Yes Elisha, I will tell her.

SFX footsteps 3 seconds


Kind lady, Elisha would like to know what he can do for you in return for all the trouble you have had in providing for our needs.  Maybe you would like him to go to the king or the army commander and put in a good word for you?

WOMAN
Oh no, thankyou, I would not even think of it, I have all I need here among my own people.

SFX footsteps 3 seconds.

GEHAZI
My lord Elisha, the woman says she has need of nothing.  She states that she lives among her own people and is quite content.

ELISHA
Oh, what then is to be done for her?

GEHAZI
Well, she has no son, and her husband is old.

ELISHA
Tell her to come here.

GEHAZI
Yes, my lord.

SFX footsteps 3 seconds.


Elisha would like to speak with you.

WOMAN
Yes, certainly.

SFX footsteps x two, 3 seconds.

ELISHA
Woman, by this times next year, you shall embrace a son!

WOMAN
No, my lord, O man of God:  do not lie to your maidservant!

NARRATOR
The lady was very surprised.  She could hardly believe it:  but, sure enough, a baby boy was born to them and how pleased they all were.  What a lovely present for the kind lady!  God had rewarded her for her kindness.


The lady of Shunem knew that Elisha was doing the work of God.  So she wanted to help him as much as she could.  Like the lady of Shunem, we should always be kind and thoughtful towards others, especially to those who are doing the work of God.
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