[image: image1.jpg]Chilvven are an BHeritage
of Paheh
(Psalin 127)




Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
Stage 3 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream\

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· King

· Wise Man 1

· Wise Man 2

· Arioch

· Daniel


	· 


NARRATOR
King Nebuchadnezzar, the mighty king of Babylon, dreamed a dream.  His dream disturbed him and woke him up, when the morning came he felt worried and unhappy.  So he sent for all his wise men, hoping that they could help him.


The wise men came before the king.  They were used to telling the meaning of dreams.  It was easy to make up clever stories about dreams people had.  They pretended to know what was going to happen in the future, but king Nebuchadnezzar wanted to know the truth.

SFX music to introduce scene 6 seconds.

KING
I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.

WISE MAN 1
(eagerly)  O king, live for ever!  Tell your servants the dream, and we will interpret it.

KING
No, no, no.  This is what I have firmly decided.  If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble, but, if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honour.  So, tell me the dream and interpret it for me.

WISE MAN 2
(flabbergasted)  But, my lord, let the king tell his servants the dream, and then we will interpret it.

KING
I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realise that this is what I have firmly decided.  If you do not tell me the dream, there is just one penalty for you.


You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will change.  So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that you can interpret it for me.

WISE MAN 1
We...ahh....there is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks!  (other wise men voice agreement)  No king, whoever great and mighty has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer.  What the king asks is too difficult.

WISE MAN 2
That is right, no-one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men!

NARRATOR
King Nebuchadnezzar was furious.  He sent out an order to put all the wise men to death.


Now among the wise men who lived at Babylon were Daniel and his friends.  They did not know about the king’s dream or what he had said to the wise men.


When he heard that they must all be put to death.  Daniel hurried to find out why.

SFX Daniel stepping along court.

DANIEL
(to himself)  Oh, I must see Arioch, the man who the king has ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon, here he is. (out of breath having hurried)


Arioch!  Arioch!  please, why did the king issue such a harsh decree?

ARIOCH
Last night, the king had a dream that worried him terribly.  He wanted the wise men to tell him not only what his dream meant, but also what it was that he dreamed.  He wanted a true answer, but they could not, well, the king was furious.

DANIEL
Please, bring me in before the king and I will tell him his dream, if only he will give me time.

NARRATOR
So Arioch took Daniel into the presence of the king and Daniel asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him.  The king agreed.


So Daniel went back to his three friends and they prayed to God to give them TRUE WISDOM in this matter.  God heard their prayer and told Daniel the dream and its meaning.  For it was God Himself who had given Nebuchadnezzar the dream.  Daniel thanked God and praised Him and then went confidently to Arioch, and asked him to take him once again to the king.

ARIOCH
My lord, I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can tell the king what the dream means.

KING
One of the exiles?  Oh, it is Belteshazzar.  Tell me man, are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?

DANIEL
No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven that reveals secrets.  He has shown king Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the latter days.


You looked O king, and there before you stood a large statue - an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in appearance.  The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of brass, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.


While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands.  It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them.  Then the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver and the gold were broken to pieces.  The wind swept them away without leaving a trace.  But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.

NARRATOR
When king Nebuchadnezzar heard Daniel’s words he was amazed.  This was just what he had dreamed.  So he knew that Daniel must be able to give a true meaning.  And he did, for God had told him the meaning.

DANIEL
You O king, are the king of kings.  The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory.  You, O king, are that head of gold......

NARRATOR
Nebuchadnezzar had not realised before that God had given him his great kingdom and strength and glory.  But his glory and his kingdom would not last for ever.  One day another kingdom not so great as Babylon, would be set up, then another and another, right down to the days we live in now.


It is now nearly the time for the rock to come and strike that image on the feet.  For the rock is really the Lord Jesus Christ and his saints.  The great image is really the nations of the world.  When Jesus comes to set up God’s kingdom, he will destroy all the nations of the world.  Then his kingdom will fill the whole earth and will last FOREVER.  That is the time that we are all waiting for.  We want him to come soon, because his kingdom will be full of righteousness and goodness and peace.


King Nebuchadnezzar had to learn a lesson that we must learn too - that there is a God in heaven who knows all things.  He has told us in the Bible that He will send Jesus soon to set up His glorious kingdom.  Those who love God pray everyday ‘Thy kingdom come’.  The world will be a beautiful and wonderful place to live in then.  God will only let us live in His kingdom if we try hard now to love and obey Him.
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