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	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Nobles (3)

· Ahasuerus

· Mehuman

· Carshena

· Memucan

· Mordecai

· Esther

· Hegai

· Haman

· Servant

· Zeresh

· Harbonah


	· 


NARRATOR
Tonight we travel (about 2300) years back through time, to the glory and splendour of the Persian Empire.  We are in the palace city of Shushan and in fact have arrived as a grand feast in the honour of king Ahasuerus is coming to a conclusion.  Ahasuerus reigned over 127 provinces from India to Ethiopia, and he had now ruled over the kingdom for three years.  For 144 days nobles and princes from all these provinces had gathered in Shushan to be shown the glory of the kingdom and the honour and excellent majesty of his rule.  To bring these celebrations to an end a feast lasting seven days was arranged, and it is on the last day of this lavish feast that we enter the royal banquet.

ACT 1 - SCENE 1

Ahasuerus seated in the centre of a group of distinguished nobles.

NOBLE 1
Most excellent Ahasuerus, the glory of your dominion leaves me breathless.  There has not been the like of this in the history of the Medo-Persian Empire.

NOBLE 2
Yes, and the exquisite taste that you have.  These decorations, the architecture and the furniture, their magnificence is glorious.  Surely generations to come will envy your wisdom and art.

NOBLE 3
And my friends, have you noticed the minute detail to which our most gracious Ahasuerus has given attention?  Look at this goblet, a unique piece of workmanship and I have noticed that there is not one vessel the same as another.  The most brilliant artists in the world are at his disposal to make such works of art.

AHASUERUS
Truly they are delightful works of art and I thank you for your praise.  However the glory of the things that you have seen is transcended by one priceless possession that I have and the beauty thereof will leave the beholder speechless.

NOBLE 1
Then most noble king surely you must show us this treasure.

NOBLE 2
Yes, what better time than at the close of these celebrations to reveal this priceless artefact.

AHASUERUS
Now I see that I have you intrigued.  You shall be satisfied.  Mehuman, Biztha and your companions, go to Vashti the queen and bring her to me that these nobles and all present may behold her beauty, for she is fair to look upon.

MEHUMAN
Yes my lord.

Exit chamberlains, lights dim.

NARRATOR
And so the chamberlains went on their errand, but were soon to return with a message from the queen.

ACT 1 - SCENE 2

Lights - king and nobles sitting in expectation.

AHASUERUS
Well, Mehuman, when can we expect queen Vashti?

MEHUMAN
My lord king Ahasuerus.  The queen says that she is too busy with her own matters to be bothered to come.

AHASUERUS
(Rising to his feet)  She what!  She is to busy.... what does she take me for?  Does she think that she can disgrace me before the kingdom?  What type of insult is this that she has thrown to the kingdom?  Mehuman, gather the wise men together.  The impertinence of it.  (mumble, mumble, the king walks around in circles muttering to himself.  The wise men enter with a nod of the head to the king).

Ah Carshena, and the rest of you, no doubt you have heard of the gross insult that has been flung at me and therefore at our glorious kingdom by the queen.

CARSHENA
Yes most noble Ahasuerus, we have heard.

AHASUERUS
Well what shall we do seeing that Vashti the queen according to the law has not performed the commandment of the king Ahasuerus by the Chamberlains.

MEMUCAN
Truly Vashti has not only done this thing against the king but also against the princes and all the people of the kingdoms.  If this kind of behaviour goes unchecked then all women will hear of it and likewise despise their husbands.  Therefore let the law go forth that Vashti be deposed and let her estate be given to another.

AHASUERUS
That seems a very wise proposal Memucan.  What do the rest of you think?

CARSHENA
Yes that seems a sound proposal.  It is so important that every man should bear rule in his own house.

OTHERS
Yes, very wise, sound advice, etc. etc.

Lights out, end of scene.

NARRATOR
And so Vashti was removed from being queen of Persia.  As time passed the king sought another to take her royal estate.  To do this it was decided that out of all provinces fair young virgins should be selected and gathered to Shushan and after a period of preparation Ahasuerus would choose the most suitable of them to be his queen.  Now dwelling in Shushan at that time was a Jew named Mordecai, and living with him was his uncle’s daughter Esther.  Now she was fair and beautiful, and she was among those who were selected to appear before the king after their period of preparation.  So Esther was to leave Mordecai and live in the king’s chamberlain’s quarters with other virgins.

ACT 2 - SCENE 1

Lights on Esther and Mordecai parting.

MORDECAI
Well my dear although this all seems so strange, yet we know that Yahweh overshadows His people in all things and although we may not now see the reason for these things, this we know - He knows the end from the beginning, and so let us have faith and see what the future brings forth.

ESTHER
Dear Mordecai - you have taught me to trust our God from when I was a little girl, your faith and example have been a strength to me  I am not afraid.

MORDECAI
Now remember Esther, you must not tell your nationality - you will see that I am right in this matter.  Remember that always.  The time will come when it is right to mention it, but I will tell you when.  Do not mention that you are a Jewess until I tell you.

ESTHER
(Embracing Mordecai)  Do not fear dear Mordecai.  I will always do as you have told me.

MORDECAI
(Embracing Esther)  I will miss you Esther, and I know that you will miss me too, yet each day I will walk before the court of the women’s house to see how you are fairing.

ESTHER
O Mordecai, I will let you know each day.

MORDECAI
I know that you will my dear.  Now off you go, Hegai, the king’s chamberlain will be waiting for you.

Lights dim.

NARRATOR
Esther did as Mordecai had told her, and each day for the twelve months of the virgins preparation to come before the king, Esther would communicate with Mordecai and he would encourage her in faithful and obedience to Yahweh.  At the end of this long period of preparation the time came for the virgins to appear before Ahasuerus.  And so Esther made ready to go before the king.

ACT 2 - SCENE 2

Lights on - Esther and Hegai.

HEGAI
Now Esther tomorrow you will appear before the king.  As you are aware, you may have whatever clothing, ornaments and perfume that you wish to adorn yourself.

ESTHER
But Hegai, you know that I am totally unaccustomed to all these things.  You help me make a decision please.

HEGAI
True Esther, these things all seem so out of character with you.  They would only detract from your natural beauty and gentleness.  I suggest that you wear the same modest and simple clothing that you have worn here for the last twelve months.  You have endeared yourself to all the king’s servants because of your virtue and conduct.

ESTHER
Thank you Hegai for your advice.  I would feel most uncomfortable dressed like the other virgins.

Lights out.

NARRATOR
And so Esther appeared before king Ahasuerus and he loved her above all the other women and choose her to be his queen for she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the others, and also the hand of Yahweh was operating to bring about a work in which Esther was to be greatly involved.  With Esther becoming queen, Mordecai was elevated to sit in the king’s gate.  In fact on one occasion, whilst in this trusted position, he learned of a plot to assassinate the king.  He reported this to Esther who in turn told the king and thus saved his life.  However a rather unusual thing had taken place in the court of Ahasuerus.

ACT 3 - SCENE 1

Lights on.  Ahasuerus on throne, Mordecai and a few others at the entrance to the throne room.  Haman enters, all at (gate) doorway stand and bow except Mordecai.  Haman walks up to the king.

HAMAN
My lord Ahasuerus, live forever.

AHASUERUS
Well Haman.  What brings you here?  Now that I have promoted you to be next to me I know that you will have the interest of Persia at heart.  Take your seat and tell me what you have to report.

HAMAN
(Sitting down - glaring at Mordecai)  Well my lord, there is a certain people in thy realm that are diverse from all others - they do not mix with us Persians.  Keep apart they do.  They don’t honour your laws, and in fact you are suffering because of them.  Now if it please you I would like to destroy them for your benefit and in fact I will even pay 10,000 talents of silver towards the cost of destroying them.

AHASUERUS
Ah Haman I knew that you had my interest at heart.  (taking ring from finger)  Here, make the decree and seal it with my seal.  Do as you think best.

HAMAN
(Smirking at Mordecai)  Thank you my lord.  I will enjoy seeing that this matter is seen to.

Lights out.

NARRATOR
Thus a decree was made setting the date on which Haman’s wicked plan was to be executed in destroying not Mordecai but all the Jews in the kingdom.  With the realisation of this tragic news Mordecai rent his clothes and dressed in sackcloth and sat outside the king’s gate.  When Esther heard of this she sent a servant to Mordecai.

ACT 3 - SCENE 2

There will be two scenes on the platform at the same time and a spot light will switch from one to the other.  Mordecai will be sitting on the left in sackcloth and Esther in royal attire on the right and the servant will go from one to the other.  The light will be on the one that is speaking at the time.

SERVANT
Mordecai, queen Esther has sent these clothes for you to wear for she is distressed to hear of you out here like this.

MORDECAI
Tell her I will not take them.  How can I with such affliction in my heart?

SERVANT
My mistress, Mordecai would not accept these things because of the distress of his heart.

ESTHER
What can it be that has so upset him?  Go and ask what has happened that has so saddened him.

SERVANT
Mordecai, my mistress asks what is this evil that has you so grieved.

MORDECAI
Has she not heard of the wicked plan of Haman to slay all her people even the Jews?  Here, take this notice which sets out all the details of this sinister plan, let her read it and then tell her that she must approach the king about this tragedy and plead for the lives of her people.

SERVANT
O queen Esther, Mordecai has sent this notice that you may know what troubles him.

Esther reads notice and is visibly upset.

ESTHER
What a dreadful thing.  What did Mordecai say that I should do?

SERVANT
He said that you must go before the king to intercede in this matter.

ESTHER
But all people know that a person cannot approach the king unless he be bidden.  If one enters who is not called then there is but one law - death, unless the king holds out his golden sceptre.  Tell Mordecai this and tell him and I have not been called to come to the king for 30 days.

SERVANT
Mordecai, queen Esther says that she cannot approach the king unless she is called and she has not been called for 30 days.

MORDECAI
Take this message back to your mistress - Esther, do not think that you shall escape in the king’s house more than all the Jews, for if you hold your peace at this time then respiration and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your fathers house will be destroyed.  Now who knows, it may be that you have come to the position that you have in the kingdom for this very reason.

NARRATOR
And so the servant relayed this message to Esther.

ESTHER
Return to Mordecai with these words.  Gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan that they may fast 3 days neither eating nor drinking and I and the maidens will likewise fast and so I will go in before the king, which is not according to the law and if I die I die.

NARRATOR
This message was brought to Mordecai and he gathered the Jews together and they fasted.  When the 3 days were completed Esther fulfilled her part of the agreement.

ACT 3 - SCENE 3

Ahasuerus on the throne, few nobles around.  Esther appears at doorway - Ahasuerus looks up, pauses, then extends his golden sceptre.  Esther gracefully approaches and touches sceptre.

AHASUERUS
What is it that you wish queen Esther?  What is your request, it shall be given you unto half of the kingdom?

ESTHER
If it please the king let the king and Haman come this day to the banquet that I have prepared.

AHASUERUS
As you wish queen Esther (turning to servant)  Narsena, tell Haman to prepare himself so that he can come to the banquet which Esther has organised today.

Servant leaves.

NARRATOR
At the appointed time Ahasuerus and Haman came to the banquet.  After the meal, Ahasuerus asked Esther what her request was but Esther deferred the matter, saying that if both Haman and Ahasuerus came again the next day then she would place her petition to the king.  What joy this brought to the heart of Haman, for he had not only found favour in the eyes of the king but now he had been accepted by the queen as well.  With great excitement he rushed home to his wife and family.

ACT 4 - SCENE 1

Scene in Haman’s home.  Lights on, Haman enters, family gathered.

HAMAN
Zeresh, Zeresh, you will never imagine where I have been today.

ZERESH
Haman, seeing that you have gathered us together to tell us it must have been very important.  Where did you go?

HAMAN
Today I was invited to a banquet which was set by queen Esther herself.

ZERESH
(Others looking to each other in astonishment and muttering approval)  Were there many other nobles invited?

HAMAN
No, king Ahasuerus and I were the only ones there.  And what is more I am invited again tomorrow, for the queen has a special request and favour to ask of the king and I am the only one to be there with him.  She must think that I am wonderful too.  No doubt she wants me promoted even further and given greater honour.  Yet even in this moment of my glory my joy is turned to anger.  That Mordecai, that Jew, Mordecai.  When everyone else can see that I am the greatest person in the kingdom he utterly despises me.  He still refuses to honour me.

ZERESH
Don’t worry, Haman, you will have your revenge when all the Jews are destroyed.  Actually I have been giving that some thought.  Why don’t you build a gallows 50 cubits high to have him hung on.  Talk to the king tomorrow about it before you go to the banquet.

HAMAN
What a good idea.  Yes I will do that.

NARRATOR
That night there was great rejoicing in the house of Haman.  However that same night the king was unable to sleep - something was playing upon his mind.  He called for the chronicles to be brought to him that he might read them, and as he did so his eyes fell upon that which had caused him to be disturbed.  He knew that there was something that he had omitted to do, and now there it was before him.  He had completely forgotten to reward Mordecai for saving his life from the two viscous assassins.  First thing on the morrow he would make amends for this shortcoming.

ACT 4 - SCENE 2

Lights on.  King on the throne Court stewards standing beside him.  Servant enters.

AHASUERUS
Servant, who is in the court?

SERVANT
It is Haman my lord.

AHASUERUS
Let him come in.

Servant leaves and returns with Haman who bows as he enters.

AHASUERUS
Ah Haman - there is something of importance I wish to ask you.  What shall I do to the man who I have delight in and wish to honour?

HAMAN
My lord, for the man whom the king delights to honour, let the royal apparel which the king wears be brought that he may be dressed in it, and let him ride upon the king’s horse and wear the king’s crown.  Thus let him be led through the streets by one of the king’s most noble princes who shall proclaim before him that this is what is done to the man whom the king delights to honour.

AHASUERUS
Well spoken Haman.  Now you make haste and take the royal apparel and the horse, and so do to Mordecai the Jew who is sitting in the king’s gate.  Let nothing fail of all that you have spoken.

HAMAN
Mordecai the J E W ?

AHASUERUS
Yes Haman, Mordecai.  No doubt you have noticed him in the gate when you have come in and out, haven’t you?

HAMAN
Yes I have noticed him.  Yes I have.

AHASUERUS
Well do as I have commanded for him for it is he whom I wish to honour.

HAMAN
As you wish, my lord.

Exit Haman in a very distressed manner.  Lights out.

NARRATOR
Haman did as he was commanded - he led Mordecai, dressed in the royal clothing and riding on the king’s horse, through Shushan, all the while making the proclamation before him.  We can imagine how distressed he would have been by the time he arrived at the banquet of Esther later on that day.

ACT 4 - SCENE 3

Esther seated at table, with maids around.  Ahasuerus and Haman also seated or lying down.

AHASUERUS
And now queen Esther, we have enjoyed your banquet but what is your request and what is your petition?  It shall be performed unto half of the kingdom.

ESTHER
If I have found favour in your sight, O king and if it please the king, let my life be given me and the life of my people at my request.  For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain and to perish.  If we had been sold as bondmen we would have suffered it and I would have held my peace, although the king would have suffered by such action.  Our enemy could not make retribution for the loss the king would suffer.

AHASUERUS
What is this you say queen Esther?  Who is her and where is he that would presume in his heart to do this thing?

ESTHER
The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman.

AHASUERUS
What is this?  (rising in a fit of anger)  The man whom I trusted wants to kill my queen.  What a traitor.  What a sinister, iniquitous plot.  What conniving diabolical scheming.  (continues muttering as he walks out into the garden)
HAMAN
(Throwing himself on to the couch the queen is on, kneels beside it)  Oh queen Esther have mercy on me.

AHASUERUS
Take him away - what a wicked plot.  Harbonah - have him killed in a manner so that it will be a lesson to all that no such wickedness will even be plotted again. (as this is spoken a servant covers Haman’s face)
HARBONAH
My lord king, Haman has built a gallows 50 cubits high on which he was going to hang Mordecai.

AHASUERUS
Hang him on them - hang him on them.  I will not tolerate this wickedness in my kingdom.

Lights out.

NARRATOR
The king’s decree was carried out and Haman was hung on his own gallows.  Later that day once again Esther was in audience with the king.

ACT 5 - SCENE 1

Ahasuerus, Esther on thrones and Mordecai enters.

AHASUERUS
Queen Esther, I have decreed that the house of Haman shall now be yours for it was you who exposed his wickedness.

ESTHER
O king, it was not I but Mordecai who guided me to tell you of Haman’s plot.  For you see, Mordecai is my guardian.  It is he who has raised me from the time that I was a little girl.  We are both Jews, and it is he who taught me all that I know.  He taught me to fear the God of Israel and to trust Him.  He has taught me to show forth all those qualities which you delight to see in me.

AHASUERUS
Then Mordecai, you shall be honoured yet further.  Here take this ring - it is the ring that I once entrusted to Haman - now it is yours to use for the good of my kingdom. (hands ring to Mordecai)
ESTHER
(Falling down before king and weeping)  O king Ahasuerus, but what of the mischief that Haman has devised for my people the Jews, for he has sent out a decree by which they are all to be destroyed.

AHASUERUS
(Holding out golden reed)  Arise queen Esther, I have killed Haman; now it is for Mordecai to reverse the decree and save your people.  He has my seal in my ring, therefore he can make a decree as coming from me.  Mordecai you must see to this matter.

NARRATOR
And so a decree was made by Mordecai which not only saved the Jews from those who would destroy them but also gave the Jews the power to destroy those who hated them and would kill them.  Surely in this wonderful story we see the overshadowing providence of Yahweh for His people.  Although He had scattered them He would not let them be destroyed.  Let us realise that we too are the people of God and that He has given His angels charge over us to minister on our behalf.  Therefore let us place complete faith in Him knowing that He is not far from everyone for us no matter what troubles or difficult times may come upon us.
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