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Hezekiah (b)
Stage 3 

Hezekiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Shebna
· Eliakim
· Asaph
· Joab

· Hezekiah
· Isaiah
· Counsellor
· Messengers (4)
· Egypt Class
· Dead Men Class
· Flesh Class
· Shebna Class
· Rabshakeh
· Servant 1 & 2


	· 


SCENE 1

Enter Isaiah, the prophet from the top of the hall.  As he proceeds down the aisle, he recites Isa. 1:2-4.

ISAIAH
Hear O heavens and give ear, O earth:  for Yahweh hath spoken.  I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.  The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib:  but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

Reaches stage, pauses, then continues.


Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters:  they have forsaken Yahweh, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backward.  Come now, let us reason together:  Though you sins be as scarlet, they shall be white as snow:  though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  If you be willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.

Moving off down aisle, he continues.


But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured with the sword:  for the mouth of Yahweh of Hosts has spoken it.

Enter Shebna, two counsellors, a group of officials of the court, then Hezekiah himself, followed by two more counsellors, in that order.  Hezekiah stands apart on one side of the stage, while the others congregate at the opposite end.  Shebna approachs before the king.

SHEBNA
O king, greatly has this land been blessed.  You have faithfully followed Yahweh in a spirit of true worship, and will be rewarded in return.  The land abounds with green pasture for the flocks, and our fruitful fields could be counted for forests.  Our crops and our beasts have multiplied and prospered in the land, due to the blessing of God on our righteous nation, and your people live a life of contentment.

ELIAKIM
Even so, Samaria still remains as desolate as ever.  A few small settlements manage to survive, but they do not abound in the barren land.  There is no true worship to be found anywhere, and the people have even rejected Hezekiah’s invitation to participate in the Passover.  God’s word is sure, and every judgement will be fulfilled.

SHEBNA
But they have suffered punishment for their wicked ways.  This would never happen to us because we are a righteous people.  Yahweh will establish our nation under Hezekiah, and we will continue in our prosperous state.  Israel in the north have deserved their punishments - it serves them right for refusing Hezekiah’s invitation.  We have accepted, and we are blessed for it.

ASAPH
Yes, the Levites have been re-dedicated in their work, and the Temple services have commenced again.  The people have joined in enthusiastically, and have responded keenly to the call to worship.

JOAH
There have been many changes in Assyria too.  According to the latest information, Sargon the fifth, the destroyer of Samaria has died, and in the general confusion of the people, Sennacherib has emerged as the new king.

ELIAKIM
This is worrying news.  He will have to prove himself in battle.

SHEBNA
Why should we worry.  Sennacherib won’t even look at us, after all we’re under God’s protection.

HEZEKIAH
(to Joah)  Determine the latest information on the Assyrian nation, especially the position and movement of their forces.  (Joah leaves)
ELIAKIM
O king, do you remember the words of Eliakim the prophet spoken to your father Ahaz?  They are recorded in one of his scrolls.

One of the counsellors hands Isaiah a scroll.  He unrolls it, searches for the place and reads.

ISAIAH
Yes, here they are.  Yahweh shall bring upon thee, and upon the people and upon thy father’s house, even the king of Assyria.  They shall come out and rest all of them, in the desolate valleys, and the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns and upon all bushes.  In the same day Yahweh shall shave with a hired razor, namely by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head and the hair of the feet; and it shall also consume the beard.

COUNSELLOR
Listen, (pause) what is that noise outside?

MESSENGER 1
(Hurries down the aisle and kneels before the king)  O King, live forever.

HEZEKIAH
What news do you bring?

MESSENGER 1
I bring bad news. (pause for dramatic music)  The mighty army of Assyria is on the march, spoiling and destroying all that lies in its path.  They are sweeping through Samaria into Judah, and are even now entering the coastal plain.  Their king is determined to crush all nations that lie before him

Enter messenger 2 - music.

MESSENGER 2
O king, he is come to Ai, he has passed through Migron and at Michmash he has laid up all his great chariots.

ELIAKIM
That means that he is only ten miles to the north.

Enter messengers 3 & 4 - more dramatic music.

MESSENGER 3
They have crossed the ford and are camped at Geba.  The people of Ramah are panic stricken and Gibeah, Anathoth, Madmena and Gallim have been massacred in a furious battle.

MESSENGER 4
There is a report that 46 cities have now fallen Judah.  The bodies of the dead lie strewn all over the countryside; thousands have been taken captive.  Refugees are streaming across the countryside, towards Jerusalem.  The smoke of sacked cities can be seen on the horizon.

SCENE 2

More dramatic music.  General mumble - the actors on the stage split up into small groups imperceptibly, corresponding to the classes which appear below.

EGYPT CLASS
We can only be safe if we flee to Egypt for help.  God has forsaken us and left us to the mercy of the Assyrians.  Surely Egypt is our only hope.

ISAIAH
Do you think Egypt can help you, you faithless men of Judah?  Why should she, she’s never done it in the past. What is the matter with you people?  God is your help and only source of strength.

DEAD MEN CLASS
It doesn’t matter what we do:  we couldn’t stop Assyria.  Let us enjoy ourselves to the full - eat, drink and be merry, for surely tomorrow we die.

ISAIAH
Yes, you certainly will die for your lack of faith, but Yahweh will still save Jerusalem.  He will not forget your iniquity, but will purge it from you.  YOU WILL DIE.

FLESH CLASS
You forget, OUR army is strong.  Fortify the city, summon the mighty men of war, set captains over the people.  Bring out the weapons of war:  we can hold off the intruder.

ISAIAH
What is the use of building up the city, if you do not turn to your Maker?  Your shields are only of brass.

SHEBNA CLASS
Nothing is going to happen to us.  We are all right.  God protects righteous people
ISAIAH
Yahweh will rebuke your self-righteousness, for you serve Him to obtain the praises of men.  You will be whirled about and tossed around like a ball, and be cast into a far country.

ELIAKIM
All these plans are useless unless we turn to God for guidance.  Then He will defend us.  (turns to Shebna and speaks)  One clothed with a robe and strengthened with a girdle will rise up, and Yahweh will commit the government into his hand.  He will be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judah, and the key of David’s house will God lay upon his shoulder.  He will defend the city as a father.  Trust in God.

HEZEKIAH
Be strong and courageous, be not afraid, nor dismayed, for the king of Assyria, not for all the multitude that is with him:  for there be more with us than with him.  With him is an arm of flesh; but with us the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our battles.  Nevertheless prepare the defences of the city.  Build up the walls of the city, prepare weapons for war, divert the waters, and organise the people under captains.  Put your trust in the living God.

MESSENGER
Sire, Sennacherib is surrounding the city.  He has entered the head of the valley, and the last fortress city of Lachish has fallen.  The whole city was destroyed by the massive hordes of the Assyrian.  He is moving up through the valley on four fronts in a vast encircling movement.

HEZEKIAH
Come, we must quickly prepare the defences of our city.

The whole group moves off outside.  Lights out and then some pre-recorded sound effects of working on the walls will be played while props are taken onto platform, to act as walls.

NARRATOR
With great effort the city is fortified in a short time.  We now see Rabshakeh the captain of Sennacheribs army approach and defy Israel.

RABSHAKEH
What foolish confidence is that in which you trust?  Who gives you this counsel and strength for war?  Now that you have rebelled against me, on what do you rely?  Do you think Pharoah, king of Egypt can help you?  Perhaps you trust in Yahweh, the God of Israel?  But he will not save you because Hezekiah has removed his high places and altars, and for this Yahweh has commanded us to destory Jerusalem.  It is because Yahweh is with us that we are so successful.

There is no answer from the people.

RABSHAKEH
Why don’t you people in there say something?  Answer me!  Why don't you reply?  What is the use of you people standing silent on the walls?

Again there is no answer.  Exit Rabshakeh and his company, then all, except Hezekiah - dramatic music.

SCENE 3

Hezekiah on his throne, with a servant either side.  A messenger enters hurriedly and bows before the throne.

MESSENGER
Great king, I have a message for you from Sennacherib. (hands message to king)
HEZEKIAH
(looks at message)  All of you, please leave me (then reads out the message)  Let not thy God in whom thou trust deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.  You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands destroying them utterly.  Shall you be delivered.  Have the gods of the nations delivered them.


(He takes the letter into the temple and prays - this part on tape)  O Yahweh of hosts thou art the God of all kingdoms of the world:  thou hast made heaven and earth.  Hear O Yahweh the words of Sennacherib, which has sent to mock the living God.  Save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou alone are Yahweh.

Pause a little while before Isaiah enters with the answer to the prayer.

ISAIAH
This is the word which Yahweh has spoken concerning the Assyrian.  The virgin daughter of Zion has despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee:  this shall be a sign unto thee - the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall take root downward and bear fruit upward, for out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant and they that escape out of Mount Zion. Therefore thus saith Yahweh concerning the king of Assyria:  He shall not come into this city nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a back against it.  I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

SCENE 4

NARRATOR
Our scene is now taken to the multitude of soldiers encamped around Jerusalem.  Tens of thousands of men make ready for rest, not realising the fate in store for them.  

Eight or so men on platform standing, enters Rabshakeh.

RABSHAKEH
I want you men to get a good nights rest for tomorrow we will show those insolent Jews that their God will not save them - for we will bury them all.

SOLDIERS
Agree with meanness and aggression.
RABSHAKEH
You three soldiers take guard, the remainder of you take you rest.

Exit Rabshakeh, music starts (eerie)  Lights need working, then the guards slowly feel drowsy and fall to the ground.  About 30 - 45 seconds no noise to be made.  Lights out.

NARRATOR
And so the Angel of Yahweh went forth and slew 185,000 in the camp of Assyria, thus delivering Jerusalem out of their hand.

SCENE 5

Hezekiah and all servants on platform talking of the great event.

SERVANT 1
Surely my king, our God has indeed been gracious unto us this day. (all agree in nodding etc.)

SERVANT 2
Yes, not only has he saved us from the mighty army of Assyria, but he has also shown us that we must always place our confidence in Yahweh and he will save us.

HEZEKIAH
You are right my people, this ought to be recorded for future generations.  Bring me my ink and scroll.

Lights go to dim (enough to see all people bow - Hezekiah writes - taped voice over speakers of Psalms 120:1-3, 121, 128:1.
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