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Naaman (a)
Stage 3 

Naaman

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Wife
· Girl
· Naaman
· King of Syria
· King of Israel
· Elisha
· Gehazi
· Servant 1
· Servant 2


	· 


NARRATOR
Far away, in the land of Syria, lived a man named Naaman.  He was the captain of the army of the King of Syria and the King loved him.  He was well known in the land of Syria because he was very brave.  But Naaman had leprosy, a terrible disease which covered his body with nasty sores.  No one would go near a person with leprosy.


In the house of Naaman lived a little servant girl.  She had been taken captive by the Syrians out of the land of Israel and now she waited upon Naaman’s wife.  You know, this was a very special little girl, for she had not forgotten her own people in Israel or the great prophet of God, Elisha who lived there.

SFX music to introduce scene 6 seconds.

WIFE
(dejectedly)  Ah, there you are child. Be a good girl and put the water down there.

GIRL
Yes, mistress.  (noises of effort, SFX jug being put down)  Ah, please do not think me impertinent mistress, but, why are you so downhearted.

WIFE
Downhearted?  Oh, it grieves me to my soul that my husband should suffer so!  This leprosy that he has is such a terrible disease.

GIRL
But mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria, for he would recover him of his leprosy.

WIFE
Prophet?  In Israel?  Are you saying there is someone there who has the power to cure diseases.

GIRL
Yes, mistress.  His name is Elisha.  He is truly a great prophet of Yahweh, and he has his power to heal.

WIFE
Quickly then, I must inform my husband.

SFX to end scene.

NARRATOR
When Naaman was told what the little girl had said, he went to his master and asked permission to go to Israel.

KING OF SYRIA
Yes, by all means go Naaman.  I will send a letter to the King of Israel.  Here let me write it now.  (reading as he is writing)  “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy”  There, I believe that will be sufficient.

NAAMAN
My most heartfelt thanks, your majesty.

NARRATOR
So Naaman set out for Israel with the letter, and also took with him a very costly present of gold, silver and clothing.


However, when the King of Israel opened the letter from the King of Syria - he was amazed!

KING OF ISRAEL
Whaaaat!  What is this he says “I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy”  Hah!  Who does he think I am God?  Can I kill and bring back to life?  Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy?  (pausing and grumbling)  Ah!  I know, he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!  (SFX noise of tearing clothes).

NARRATOR
The king was so angry, that he tore his robes.  You see, he thought that the King of Syria was looking for an excuse to make war on Israel.  He had forgotten that he could ask help from Elisha, the prophet of God.  He did not even think of praying to God either.


However, before long, Elisha himself heard about the letter, and sent a message to the king of Israel.

ELISHA
Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes?  Let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

NARRATOR
So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of Elisha’s house.

SFX chariots and horses arriving 6 seconds. 

NAAMAN
Whooo! there (SFX noise of alighting from chariot, horse and landing on dirt)  Well, then, here we are at the prophet’s house.

SFX walking on dirt 4 seconds, door knock 3 seconds, door open 5 seconds.

NAAMAN
(arrogantly)  I am Naaman, captain of the army of the King of Syria.  I would like to speak to the prophet.

GEHAZI
Well, my lord, Elisha cannot speak with you now, however, he has given me this message to give to you.

NAAMAN
(indignantly)  Message!

GEHAZI
Yes, he says, “Go and wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed”.

NAAMAN
Is that all?

GEHAZI
Yes, lord Naaman, that is all.

SFX door close 1 second.

NAAMAN
(very angry)  Ah!  What impertinence (SFX footsteps walking on gravel in background)


(to himself)  Behold, I though that He would surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Yahweh his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.


Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?  May I wash in them, and be clean?


Ahh!  he said he would cure my leprosy Huh!

SERVANT 1 
But my lord, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it?

NAAMAN
Well, I....

SERVANT 2
How much more then, when he tells you, “wash and be clean”?

NARRATOR
Naaman listened to the sensible words of his servants.  He decided to forget how important he was.  He would humble himself and obey the prophet’s words.  So Naaman went down to the River Jordan.

SFX river running, alone 3 seconds in background.

NAAMAN
Well, seven times the prophet said.

SFX noise of going under and coming up out of water each time.


(noises of effort)  One, Two, (to himself)  Nothing, Nothing is happening.

SERVANT 1
(shouting from shore)  Keep going my lord.  Don’t stop now.

NAAMAN
Three, four, five, six, seven (pause)  seven!


Ohh!!!! my skin, it is clean again (shouting out)  Look men, my skin, it is as soft and smooth as the skin of a little child.  I am healed.

NARRATOR
Thankfully Naaman went back to Elisha’s house.  Together with his men and his chariot, he again stood before the prophet.

NAAMAN
(humbly)  Now I know that there is a no God in all the world except in Israel.  Please, accept now a gift from your servant.

ELISHA
As surely as Yahweh live, whom I serve, I will not accept a thing.

NAAMAN
Oh please Elisha.

ELISHA
No, I cannot.

NARRATOR
You see, it was not Elisha who had cured Naaman, but God.  So, Naaman returned to the land of Syria.  He had humbled himself to do what God had commanded.  Because of this, he had been cured of his terrible disease.


From this lesson, we learn how important it is to obey.  Naaman had to obey God and not just do what he thought would be right.  So children must obey those who tell them what God wants them to do.  We must grow up to obey God.  He will then heal us from sin and at last, from death.


This lesson reminds us of baptism, for Naaman was saved by washing as Elisha, God’s prophet, had commanded.  Those who want to be saved from death must be baptised in water as God had commanded.
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