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Daniel & his three friends (c)
Stage 3 

Daniel and this three friends

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Daniel

· Shadrach

· Meshach

· Abednego

· Melzar

· Priest

· Servant

· Nebuchadnezzar


	· Clouds on placard
· Lightening on a stick

· Rainbow

· Ark in 3 pieces


NARRATOR
Daniel and his three friends have been taken captive into Babylon, where they are to become members of the royal school.  They are to have private tutors to be educated in the ways of Babylon.  Our play opens in the room of Daniel and his three friends.

SCENE 1

DANIEL
My friends I am so glad that we are together.  It is a strange land and I am sure that the king intends looking after us but I so miss Jerusalem.

SHADRACH
Yes Daniel I wonder what we are going to be doing here and for how long.

A knock at the door.

MESHECH
Someone is at the door maybe we will now find out more.

Abednego moves over to let Melzar in.

MELZAR
Welcome Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  I have orders from the king that you are to remain with us three years. Within that time you will be instructed in the ways of Babylon and will take daily of the kings provision of meat and wine.

DANIEL
Three years here in Babylon.  I sure hope that it goes fast.

MELZAR
Normally it takes three and a half years but you four men seem extremely bright so we thought you would be through the instruction quicker.  I must now return to my duties, please change and be ready for tea at five o’clock.  You will probably meet the king so I would ask that you dress for the occasion.

Melzar leaves the room and the four group together talking.

ABEDNEGO
Three years, that’s a lifetime.

SHADRACH
Yes.

SCENE 2

The four friends are seated at the king stable awaiting the meal talking and chattering.

SHADRACH
Well some of this food that is arriving on the table tonight sure looks good.

DANIEL
I wonder whether they are all going to be like this.

MESHACH
Yes, it does look really fancy but also very rich.  I am sure that our stomachs will be upset by it.

SHADRACH
Maybe as it is certainly not what we are used to.

ABEDNEGO
Look over there you three at that man in those fancy robes, he seems to be a priest of sorts and he seems to be going through some sort of ritual with the food and wine.  Let’s watch him to see what he’s doing.

The priest at this stage starts making noises.

SHADRACH
Look what he’s just done he blessed the wine by praying over it and then kissing it and now he’s placing it at the feet of that idol.  Oh no, now he’s doing the same to the meat.

DANIEL
Yes this is quite serious, if we eat that meat and drink that wine then we will be eating meat and drink sacrificed to their idols which is completely against Gods laws.  We must remain true to the God of Israel.

MESHACH
What are we to do then.

DANIEL
The only solution would be to not eat the meat or drink the wine.

ABEDNEGO
What will we eat then.

SHADRACH
Put your trust in God and he will find a solution for us.

DANIEL
Yes, I think that maybe we should leave the table without eating anything and go back to our room and pray to God for guidance.

The four friends leave the table.

SCENE 3

The four friends are in their room and Daniel is praying. After the prayer they are sitting discussing the situation.

DANIEL
We have prayed to God for a guide in this problem and what we have to do is refuse the meat and the wine and just eat vegetables and water.

SHADRACH
But surely that will offend the king.

ABEDNEGO
Yes, he has told us that we are to eat the food and wine that he eats and drinks.

MESHACH
Just a minute you two let Daniel finish.

DANIEL
As I was saying if we tell Melzar that we will eat only vegetables and water for just ten days and we will look fatter than all the others who have been eating the kings food surely that king could not be angry with us or Melzar.  Let’s call for Melzar and see what he says.

They call out to the servant.

SHADRACH
Excuse me Bashai.

BASHAI
Yes, what is it?

SHADRACH
We have a problem that we desire to see Melzar about.

BASHAI
Oh, of course if you will follow me, I will take you to him.

They all leave following Bashai.

SCENE 4

Melzar is seated at a desk writing.  There is a knock at the door.

MELZAR
Who is it?

BASHAI
It is Bashai my lord and I have with me four of the Jewish captives wanting to speak with you.

MELZAR
Send them in.

They all enter and bow to him.


I have my suspicions as to why you wish to see me.  I have heard that at last nights meal you refused to eat the kings meat.

DANIEL
If it please you Melzar let me explain.

MELZAR
I hope that it’s a good explanation.

DANIEL
As spokesman for this group I will try to explain our reasons.  Firstly we thought that we would be able to share the kings food without being ordered to.

MELZAR
Don’t you like the kings food.  It’s prepared from some of the best sources you know.

DANIEL
Yes, I agree but we are not to partake of food and wine which has been offered to idols and feel that we would be defiling ourselves.  So we ask that we be allowed to eat just vegetables and drink only water.  And we would show you that we would be much healthier.

MELZAR
But the kings food is fine food which would keep you healthy and give you a fair countenance.  The king would be most upset if he knew that you weren’t eating his food or wine.  If you started to look sickly and ill I would have to answer for it.

DANIEL
You may think this is a strange request but I ask that you allow us to eat only pulse and drink only water for ten days and you will see that we will be fairer and fatter than those who eat the kings meat.

MELZAR
Oh I don’t know, well alright but only for the ten days and I won’t allow the king to know until that time is up and then you will have to come before him and prove yourselves.

DANIEL
Thank you Melzar.

 ALL 
Thankyou my lord.

They bow to him and leave the room.  Melzar puts his head down continuing his paperwork.

SCENE 5

The four friends are seated eating some vegetables and water.  Melzar knocks and enters with Bashai.

MELZAR
Well my friends ten days is up and you certainly do look fairer and fatter than the rest of us.  Stand up all of you.  (All stand)  Yes I would not have believed it unless I had seen it with my own eyes.  The king has asked for you to be presented to him.

They all walk to the kings chambers.  Nebuchadnezzar is seated on the throne.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR
So Melzar these are the four people who have been living on pulse and water for the last ten days.  I would have thought that after this time they would have started to fade away, but they seem fairer and fatter than the others.

MELZAR
Yes king Nebuchadnezzar they are.  Their God of Israel has been with them in all things and their faith in him has made them fairer and fatter than all others.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR
Leave them with me so that I may talk with them.  

Melzar leaves after bowing.  The king tells them to be seated and the play closes with the king talking to all of them.


Now I want to hear all that you know and then I will be able to see how wise you are.
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