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Fiery Furnance (c)
Stage 3 

Fiery Furnance

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Servants (4)
· People (4)
· King
· Shadrach
· Meshach
· Abednego
· Soldiers (3)
· Chaldeans (3)


	· 


SCENE 1 - Palace

ALL SING
STANDING BY A PURPOSE FIRM v1.

KING
(talks to servants) Now my beautiful golden image has been set up I command that all the heads of state worship it.

SERVANT 1
(bow)  It shall be done O king.

SCENE 2 - Plain of Dura

Orchestra, Image, Furnace, Scroll.

SERVANT 2
(reads decree to all the people)  To you, it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up.


And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

Orchestra play, all bow down, some look up at the men who do not bow down.

ALL SING
NOW DANIEL’S THREE GOOD FAITHFUL MEN, WOULD NOT BOW DOWN TO MEN  v2.

King is seated to one side of the platform.

CHALDEAN 1
(leave to see the king, bow)  My lord, there are certain Jews whom you set over the affairs of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

CHALDEAN 2
Yes, O king, these men have not regarded you.

CHALDEAN 3
They serve not your gods nor worship the golden image which you have set up.

KING
(gets up and stalks around very angrily)  Bring these men to me immediately.

SERVANT 3
Yes, my lord, right away.

KING
(turning to one side)  This reminds me of the little stone in my dream.  It seemed so insignificant but it ended up destroying it.

Enter servants and three men.

KING
Have you not worshipped my image on purpose?  I’ll give you one last chance and if you have not fallen down to it, you’ll be thrown into the fiery furnace and who is that God who will deliver you out of my hands?

SHADRACH
O king, Nebuchadnezzar we don’t need any time to think over the answer to the question.  There IS a God who is able to save us.

MESHACH
The God whom we serve IS able to save us from the fiery furnace and from your power.

ABEDNEGO
But even if he does not, understand this, that we will not serve your gods and we will not bow down before the golden image which you have erected.

KING
(very angry)  You are challenging my power.  (Swinging to the servant)  Stoke up the fire seven times hotter than normal and fling the young Jews into the midst.  I’ll show you that it doesn’t pay to defy my commandments.

SERVANT 4
Let this be a lesson to all to instantly obey the voice of the king.

SOLDIER 1
Seize the three men, bind them and drag them to the furnace.

SOLDIER 2
Bind them up with ropes.

SOLDIER 3
Heat the fire seven times hotter as the king has decreed.

KING
Come on throw them in the fire.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego fall down in the fire.  Soldiers die with the heat. Angel appears in furnace.

KING
(amazed)   Didn’t we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?

SERVANT 1
Yes, that is true O king.

KING
But look, I can see four men walking around loose in the fire and they are not hurt, and the fourth one looks like a son of the gods.

ALL
Astonished, shocked.

KING
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, ye servants of the Most High God, come forth and come hither.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego walk out of fire.  People gather around and feel clothes.

PEOPLE 1
The fire hasn’t burned them at all.

PEOPLE 2
Look at their clothes also.

PEOPLE 3
They don’t even smell of any fire.

PEOPLE 4
Not a hair of their head was singed.

KING
Oh, I have made a terrible mistake.  The God of the Hebrews is all powerful and greater than any other gods.  I make a decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego will be cut in pieces.  There is no other God that can deliver after this sort.

NARRATOR
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were restored to the positions of authority that they held in the land.  The Jews of the captivity learned the folly of their ways and that if they worshipped Yahweh in truth He would help them in time of need.

ALL SING
THREE GOOD MEN LIVED VERY LONG AGO.

SONG SHEET
“Dare to be a Daniel”

1.
Standing by a purpose true, heeding God’s command


Honour them the faithful few we look to Daniel’s band


Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone


Dare to have a purpose firm, dare to make it known.


Many mighty men of old, daring still to stand


Some who counted not the cost, by joining Daniel’s band


Dare to be a Daniel, dare to stand alone


Dare to have a purpose firm, dare to make it known.

2.
Now Daniel’s three good faithful friends, would not bow down to men


When taken captive by a king to live in Babylon


God gave them wisdom and the strength so they could show the way


That the God who lived in Daniel’s time is just the same to day.


Chorus


Just the same, just the same, God is just the same to day (repeat)

3.
No. 22  “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego”


Three good men lived very long ago, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego


To an idol they would never bow, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego


To a fiery furnace, they were therefore cast


Nebuchadnezzar thought they’d never last


But God was there, he’d never let them go, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
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