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Jonah
Stage 3 

Jonah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Yahweh
· Jonah
· Man 1
· Captain
· First Mate
· Man 2


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
Long ago, there was a man named Jonah, who lived in the land of Israel.  He was a prophet.  One day, the word of God came to him.

YAHWEH
Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it;  for their wickedness is come up before me.

NARRATOR
But Jonah did not want to go to Nineveh.  They were the enemies of Israel, and he did not want God to save them.  He wanted God to destroy them instead.  So he decided to run away from God.  Then he would not have to do what God had told him.  So Jonah quickly went down to Joppa, a town on the sea coast.

SFX music to introduce scene 6 seconds, SFX seagulls, ships, bells, crowd noises.

JONAH
Ahhh, Excuse me sir.

MAN 1
(roughly)  Yes, what is it.

JONAH
I wish to find a ship bound for Tarshish, I am in a terrible hurry.

MAN 1
In a hurry eh?  You’re not in any trouble are you?

JONAH
On no, no, no, I just need to travel to Tarshish as quickly as I can.

MAN 1
(suspiciously)  Well, you’ll need to pay your fare first.

JONAH
(relieved)  Oh certainly, most certainly, How much do I owe you.

MAN 1
For you, it will be 5 shekels.

JONAH
Excellent, here you are.

SFX of coins landing on wood.


One, two, three, four, five.

MAN 1
(pause)  Are you sure you aren’t in any trouble?

JONAH
On no, no, no I told you before.

MAN 1
Alright then, the ship just over there is heading to Tarshish and she sails within the hour, but you’ll have to see her captain first.

JONAH
Captain?  Alright, is he on board the ship.

MAN 1
Yes, he’s on board, just tell him I sent you.

JONAH
(hurriedly)  On many thanks kind sir (running off)  many thanks.

MAN 1
(to himself)  Now that fellow’s running’ away from something, that’s for sure.

SFX music to break sequence 6 seconds, SFX man walking quickly towards mike 3 seconds, SFX seagulls etc still in background.

JONAH
(puffing)  Excuse me sir, excuse me!

CAPTAIN
Yes.

JONAH
Are you the captain of this vessel?

CAPTAIN
Yes I am.

JONAH
I have just paid that man over there for passage to Tarshish, I believe that your ship is bound for that port.

CAPTAIN
Yes, we sail within the hour.

JONAH
Good, good, we must be away then, I want to get there quickly, you are sailing straight there?  Not stopping anywhere else on the coast are you?

CAPTAIN
No, no we are heading straight for Tarshish.

SFX music to end scene 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
Jonah quickly boarded the ship and then lay down for a long sleep.  Before long the ship sailed away.  But Jonah was not hidden from God.  God saw what he was doing.


So Yahweh then sent a great wind on the sea - such a violent storm arose that the ship was in danger of breaking up.

SFX howling wind, waves on boat, alone 4 seconds then in background.

CAPTAIN
(shouting over top of wind)  reef down the sails!

FIRST MATE
(shouting)  Aye Aye captain.

CAPTAIN
(still shouting)  Batten down the hatches.

MAN 2
(shouting)  Battening down the hatches captain.

FIRST MATE
(panicking)  Captain, the ship, she’s going to break up.

SFX storm alone 3 seconds, and remaining in background.

NARRATOR
All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.  Then they threw all the ship’s heavy load into the sea, so that the ship would be lighter and ride the waves better.  But the storm only grew worse.


While the storm still raged, the captain found Jonah still fast asleep in the ship.

SFX storm muffled in background, SFX footsteps walking down wooden steps.

CAPTAIN
Jonah!  Jonah!

JONAH
(awaking from sleep)  Ahh Whaaat What is it?

CAPTAIN
How can you sleep?  Get up and call on your god!  Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish.

FIRST MATE
(SFX man running down stairs)  Captain!  Captain!

CAPTAIN
What is it man.

FIRST MATE
All of us sailors just cast lots to see who is responsible for all this calamity, and the lots fell on this man, Jonah.

CAPTAIN
Is that so?  (pleadingly)  Tell us Jonah!  who is responsible for making all this trouble for us?  What do you do?  Where do you come from?  What is your country?  From what people are you?

JONAH
(very grieved)  (to himself)  Oh, I should have known I could not run away from God (aloud, strongly)  I am a Hebrew from the land of Israel and I worship Yahweh, the God of heaven, who made the sea and land.

FIRST MATE
(terrified)  An Israelite!  I have heard of the many wonders of their God, Oh no we are doomed!

CAPTAIN
(angrily pleading)  Tell us Jonah, what HAVE you done?

JONAH
Tell you?  Alright, I will tell you, I am running away from my God.

CAPTAIN
Running away from your God eh?  (to himself)  Well, that’s a different one. (pause)


(urgently)  But what is it He wants then - what should we do to you to make the sea calm down.

JONAH
(absolutely despondently)  Pick me up and throw me into the sea - then it will become calm.  I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.

CAPTAIN
No Jonah, we cannot do that (pauses as he turns to sailor)  First mate!  Quickly, we’ll have to try to row to shore.

SFX storm noises alone 3 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
So, the men did their best to row back to land.  But they could not, for the sea grew wilder than before.


SFX storm noises alone 3 seconds.


At last, they decided to pray to Jonah’s God for mercy, and to throw Jonah into the sea as he had said.

CAPTAIN
(shouting over storm noises)  O Yahweh, please do not let us die for taking this man’s life.  Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man.

NARRATOR
Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard.  As soon as they did this, the storm immediately stopped.

SFX wind noise gradually cease 4 seconds, with just SFX of waves on ship alone 3 seconds.

CAPTAIN
(overcome)  Now I know that Jonah’s God is the true God.

NARRATOR
But God did not really want Jonah to die.  He made a great fish come and swallow him up.  Jonah went down into the deep darkness of the fish’s belly.  And God left him in there for three whole days and three whole nights!


While Jonah was in the big fish’s belly, he thought about how strong God was in the storm, and how kind God was to save him from being drowned.  He prayed earnestly to God.  He promised God that he would always do what He commanded.  He would never try to run away from God again.  He would love and serve Yahweh as his Saviour.  God heard his earnest prayer and told the fish to spit Jonah up upon the seashore.  Then a second time, God spoke to Jonah.

YAHWEH
Go to the city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.

NARRATOR
Well, this time Jonah was quick to obey, he went to Nineveh and warned them that God would overthrow the city in forty days.  The people of Nineveh believed God’s words which Jonah, His prophet spoke.  From the king down to the common people they became very sorry for their sins.  They changed their ways to live better lives.  When God saw this, he did not destroy them.


So Jonah, the sailors and the people of Nineveh learned of the power and the mercy of God, who wants all people to be saved.
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