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Golden Image
Stage 3 

Golden Image

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· King
· Counsellors
· Wise Men (4)
· People (5)
· Herald
· Shadrach
· Meshach
· Abednego


	· 


Palace scene - king enters and talks to his counsellors

COUNSELLORS
O king Nebuchadnezzar, live forever.

KING
My empire is getting larger and I have the power to control the whole land, even though Daniel told me the meaning of my dream.  He said that my kingdom will be overthrown.  MY KINGDOM WILL LAST FOREVER!  I’LL NEVER BE OVERTHROWN.

King talking to counsellors.


I want an image set up on the Plain of Dura.  Make it 60 cubits high and 6 cubits wide.  And make my image all gold.  This will be the rule.  The music will play.  Everyone will bow down to my golden image.  I’ll show my people that I am the supreme ruler.

COUNSELLORS
It shall be done O King Nebuchadnezzar.  Live forever.

Exit counsellors.

KING
I wish the image in my dream could have been all gold.

Exit king.  Enter wise men.

WISE MAN 1
So the king has put this young Hebrew, Daniel over us.

WISE MAN 2
We must get rid of him.

WISE MAN 3
Not now.  He is too powerful.  Maybe we can turn the king against Daniel.

ENTER NO. 4
Have you heard that the king has set up an image.  He orders everyone to bow down to it.  Those who don’t will be thrown into the fiery furnace.

WISE MAN 2
How frightening.

WISE MAN 1
That’s it!  The Hebrews won’t worship it.  They only worship THEIR God.

WISE MAN 2
Right.  Tomorrow we’ll trap them.  When the trumpet sounds for all to bow down, we’ll keep an eye on Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

WISE MAN 3
We’ve got them now.  They won’t have too much to say after this!

Curtain.  Image and furnace and canopy for the king.  Enter 5 people, a few walking around the image.

PERSON 1
Wow!  Just look at that big image.

PERSON 2
It’s really frightening to look at it.

PERSON 3
It’s even more frightening to be thrown into the fiery furnace.

PERSON 4
King Nebuchadnezzar must be the most powerful king in the whole world.

PERSON 5
Yes, I don’t think that there would be anyone else as powerful as that.

Trumpet music - Herald reads the decree.

WISE MAN 1
The musicians have taken their places.

WISE MAN 2
The signal will soon be given.

WISE MAN 3
That means death to Daniel’s friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

SHADRACH
We have made this a matter of prayer.

MESHACH
Yes, we have obeyed the laws of the land as well as we are able.  But we can’t destroy God’s laws.

ABEDNEGO
Come on lets face this in faith.

Music, all bow down, except Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

WISE MAN 1
 Look they’re not bowing down to the king’s image.

WISE MAN 2
Right, let’s go tell the king.

Over to the canopy the wise men go.

BOW DOWN
O king Nebuchadnezzar live forever.  Three of your Hebrew officials, whom YOU have appointed have refused to bow to your image.

ALL SING
LOOK O KING THEY DIDN’T BOW DOWN.  (see ag. document for music)

KING
What!!!!! have them brought to me NOW.


Speaking to audience   They could’ve bowed down to it.  It’s only a small thing that I have asked them to do.  I like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. As a matter of fact it reminds me of the little stone that ended up destroying the image.  Such disobedience, I’ll make an example of them.

Enter three men.

KING
Is it true that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image?

WISE MEN
Ummmmmm Ahhhhh.

KING
Have you done this on purpose?

WISE MEN
Oooooooohh.

KING
I will give you another chance.

WISE MEN
Oh No.

KING
If you be ready the next time you hear the music, well and good.  But if not you will be thrown into the fiery furnace.

SHADRACH
O king.  We don’t need a second chance.  Our minds are made up.  There is a God who will save us.  Even if He does not, understand this:  we will NOT serve your gods.

KING
Who is this God who will deliver you out of my hands?

WISE MEN
Yeah!!! (hands on hips)  Who is this god?

MESHACH
The God of heaven whom we serve.

ABEDNEGO
And we will not bow down to the golden image which you have built.

KING
Throw them into the fiery furnace!

SOLDIERS
Ahhhhhh!!! Screaming
Three men fall down, then four stand.

KING
(Hands over eyes)   They’re alive.  Not even touched, in the flames.  (Turn to counsellors)  Didn’t we cast three men into the fire?

COUNSELLORS
Yes we did O king Nebuchadnezzar, live forever.

KING
I see four!

COUNSELLORS
Ohhhhhh!

KING
Walking in the midst of the fire!

COUNSELLORS
Ohhhhhh!

KING
The fourth is like a son of the gods.

COUNSELLORS
Oh no!

KING
(To the audience)  How stupid I’ve been.  The God of the Hebrews truly is much more powerful than our gods.


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego come forth and come hither.

Three walk out, people all around feeling clothes.

PERSON 1
Their clothes don’t smell of fire.

PERSON 2
Their hair isn’t even singed.

PERSON 3
There isn’t even the smell of the fire around them.

KING
Now I know that there is no other God like the God of the Hebrews.  Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who has sent his angel to deliver his servants.  A decree, I make a decree.  Call the Herald.

Enter Herald.


Proclaim this throughout the land.  Every people, nations and tongue which speak anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego shall be cut into pieces and their houses burned.

King turns to the three men.


Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego I promote you in the province of Babylon.

ALL SING
THREE GOOD MEN.....
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