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The Promised Seed
Stage 3 

The Promised Seed

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Quoter
· Person 1
· Person 2
· (Angel) Gabriel
· Zacharias
· Gabriel
· Person 4
· Person 5
· Mary
· Voice of an Angel
· Shepherd 1
· Shepherd 2
· Shepherd 3
· Simeon
· Anna


	· 


NARRATOR
“Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return”.  God pronounced this sentence upon Adam and Eve for their disobedience of His command.  What a hopeless state would have been theirs if that had been the end of the matter!  But God had created men to show forth His glory, so a way must be provided to bring mankind back to God, in order that the Creator’s purpose might be fulfilled.  God’s plan of redemption was first revealed in His words to the serpent:

QUOTER
“I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel”.

NARRATOR
So from the time of Eve, God’s people looked for the promised seed who would overcome the power of sin.


Centuries rolled by, and Abram was called out by God form his country and kindred in Ur of the Chaldees, to go to a land which God would show him.  He obeyed, and received great and precious promises from God.

QUOTER
“I will bless thee and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing .... I will give unto thee and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger; all the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession .... in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore, and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed”.

NARRATOR
Many more centuries passed, and God revealed to King David that this promised one should be his seed, to sit on his throne and also the Son of God.

QUOTER
“When thy days be fulfilled and thou shall sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee”, said Yahweh.  “He shall build an house for my name and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be his father and he shall be my son”.

NARRATOR
God’s people were reminded of this promise by the prophet Isaiah:

QUOTER
“There shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots, and the spirit of Yahweh shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Yahweh”.

NARRATOR
The same message was given forth by all the prophets down to Malachi - the last of the Old Testament prophets, who proclaimed:

QUOTER
“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me, and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger whom ye delight in, behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts”.

NARRATOR
After a silence of 400 years, God spoke once more - this time by the angel Gabriel.  The time was almost fulfilled for the coming forth of the promised seed of Eve, Abraham and David, and the Messenger who should prepare the way before him.


In the days of Herod, King of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias.  He and his wife Elisabeth were righteous before God, but they had no child, and were now both growing old.


The lot had fallen upon Zacharias to perform the important duty of burning incense on the golden altar morning and evening for the period appointed.

SCENE 1


A number of Israelites gathered in group waiting for Zacharias.  He enters and walks towards the Temple door

PERSON 1
Here is Zacharias the priest.  He is the one who has been chosen to offer incense on the golden altar today.

PERSON 2
Now is the time of prayer to our God


Zacharias passes out of sight of people, to go into the holy place.  People now stand with bowed heads, in attitude of prayer

GABRIEL
Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard, and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.  An thou shalt have joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth.  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord .... and many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

ZACHARIAS
Whereby shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

GABRIEL
I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God and am sent to speak unto thee and to show thee these glad tidings.  And behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.


The people outside, waiting for Zacharias to appear, begin to look at each other wonderingly

PERSON 1
I wonder why Zacharias is so long in the Temple?  It is not usual for the priest to take so long when burning the incense.

PERSON 2
What could have happened?

PERSON 3
Ah, here he comes now - but he looks very strange.

ALL
Zacharias, what has happened??


Zacharias mouths a few words and shakes his head.  Points to his mouth
PERSON 4
He does not answer.  He cannot speak.  See, he is trying to tell us something by signs.

PERSON 5
He has seen a vision in the temple, and has been struck dumb.  No doubt he has received some great message from God.


Exit Zacharias and people

SCENE 2

Mary seated - possibly sewing
GABRIEL
Hail, thou art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women.


Mary looks up, a little frightened
GABRIEL
Fear not, Mary, for thou has found favour with God.  Behold, thou shalt bring forth a son and shalt call his name Jesus.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David, and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

MARY
How shall this be, seeing I have no husband?

GABRIEL
The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore also that holy thing that shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.  And behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age ..... for with God nothing shall be impossible.

MARY
Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.

NARRATOR
Many hundreds of years before the angel Gabriel spoke to Mary, the prophet Micah had foretold the birthplace of the Messiah - the promised seed.

QUOTER
“Thou, Bethlehem-Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel:.

NARRATOR
But Mary was living in Nazareth.  How then could this prophecy be fulfilled?  God’s word never fails, and this time was fulfilled in wonderful way.


The Roman Emperor decreed that all his subjects should return to the cities of their ancestors to be enrolled for taxation, and as Joseph and his epoused wife Mary were both of the house and lineage of David, they had to go to Bethlehem, the city of David.  When they came to Bethlehem, there was no room for them in the inn, so they sheltered in a rough cavern used as a stable for animals, and it was here that Jesus, the promised seed, was born.  Mary wrapped the babe in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.

SCENE 3
QUOTER
“There were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night.  And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.


A bright light shines on them, they crouch in fear
V OF ANGEL
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you:  Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger”.

QUOTER
“Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying; ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men’ ”.

SHEPHERD 1
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.


Shepherds come and see Jospeh and Mary, and the babe lying in the manger
SHEPHERD 2
This is the child the angel told us of, for he is lying in a manger.  He is the one who is to e the saviour, the Messiah.

SHEPHERD 3
We must go and tell all our friends and neighbours this wonderful news!


Exit Shepherds
NARRATOR
In accordance with the Law of Moses, on the 40th day after the birth of Jesus, Mary went with Joseph to the Temple at Jerusalem, to present her son to God, and to make the offering commanded - a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons.


Among those who were expecting the coming of the Messiah at this time was Simeon, an old man, just and devout - ‘and it was revealed unto him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death until he had seen the Lord’s Christ’.


Simeon in the temple, reading aloud from a scroll
SCENE 4
SIMEON
“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots, and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord”.


O, how I have longed and waited for the consolation of Israel - for the coming of this promised seed of David!  Now I know by the Holy Spirit that I shall shortly see him.


Enter Mary and Joseph, Mary nursing the child
SIMEON
Ah, here is the child I have waited so long to see!


Simeon take the baby from Mary, and hold it in his arms, looking down at it joyfully then looking up as he blesses God

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation; which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.  (He speaks to Mary)  Behold this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against (yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul also) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

NARRATOR
Another faithful servant of God, Anna, an aged prophetess, was constantly in the Temple, praying and fasting, and looking for the redemption of Israel.


Enter Anna
ANNA
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, as he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets.  This is the time the faithful in Israel have been looking and longing for - the birth of the one spoken of by all the prophets - the promised seed through whom Israel and all nations will be blessed.
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