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Ministry of John the Baptist
Stage 3 

Ministry of John the Baptist

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· John
· Anna
· Rachel
· Publicans (4)
· Angel
· Crowd


	· 


NARRATOR
Now at the time of John the Baptist the people lived under a cruel king, called king Herod and the people hated and feared him.  And they were looking forward to the promised Messiah who was to come and rid them of these hated rulers.  But the promised Messiah seemed rather an unreal sort of dream to most of them.  So they just lived out their lives from day to day and they forgot the wonderful promises that God had given to them.  We could say you see, that they were like a garden that had been neglected for so long that it no longer produced any fruit worth picking.


So John the Baptist was sent by God to prepare the way, to make ready a people for the Lord.  And it was a very important task that was set for him.  A very big job indeed.  And in order to prepare himself he went and lived in the desert place of Judea.  The rich and costly clothes of the Pharisees and Scribes were not for him.  You know who the Scribes and Pharisees were don’t you?  They were the people who taught the law to the people and they were very proud and rather narrow minded people.  But John’s clothes were just a tunic of camel’s hair which was very rough and around his waist he wore a leather girdle and on his feet, he just had a rough pair of sandals which were rather like the thongs which we wear today only of course they weren’t of rubber they were just of leather.  And all he had to eat was locusts and wild honey.  Do you know what a locust is?  It’s rather like a grasshopper.  Like a large grasshopper and it was edible, I mean you could eat them although I don’t really think I’d fancy the idea myself. But that’s what he used to eat, locusts and wild honey.  A very lonely life he led there and spent years and years studying the Word of God, searching out the Scriptures, opening his mind to the wonderful messages of the prophets before Him.


Of course a few people came to see him from time to time and I think they would have thought him a rather stern and forbidding sort of man, a man not to be trifled with, a man who when he began his teaching, drew people in crowds to hear him.

JOHN
All these things are evil, they are not of God.  Many of you say you follow the Law of Moses, that you honour the God of the fathers, yet why then are there so many widows with rich sons who do not care for their families as the Law requires?  The Law requires you to love one another, is it love to defraud your neighbour by pretending his goods are not worth the price he asks?  And when you get home to boast how cheaply you have bought it for?

RACHEL
Oh come on Anna, don't lag behind, I want to see him.

ANNA
I’m coming as fast as I can.  It’s these hills, they tire my feet so.  You forget I’m not used to the countryside like you.

RACHEL
Just a soft city girl from Jerusalem Anna that’s all.  You’re too used to pavements underneath your feet.  You should visit the countryside more often.  Still you’ll be glad you came to stay for these holidays.  It means you can come and hear the Baptist talk.

ANNA
Is he really as fiery as they say?  Everyone seems to be talking about him.  Many say he’s like the prophet Elijah breathing fire and slaughter and threatening people with all sorts of judgements if they don’t mend their ways.

RACHEL
Ah you may judge for yourself.  Oh quickly Anna there he is over there.  Hurry.  Oh come on do hurry!

JOHN
Do you think that the God of heaven is blind to the deeds you do?  Was he blind when Achan hid the spoil of Jericho under his tent?  How many of you are guilty of the same sin as Achan?  Have you also not lusted after the things for the Gentiles?  Are you not guilty of the same things?  And should you not expect the same judgement that Achan received?  Repent I tell you, turn from your evil ways, confess your sins before God and be baptised here in the river Jordan.

ANNA
Look Rachel, the people are going down to the bank of the Jordan.  What are they doing?

RACHEL
They’re doing exactly as he told them to do.  See Anna, they’re taking off their outer robes and they’re going down into the river.

ANNA
They’re going right down into the waters.  See, the water is going right over their heads.

RACHEL
That is the baptism for the remission of their sins.  People have been coming from all over Judea to hear him.  Many are being baptised.

ANNA
I can understand why.  He doesn’t speak like the Pharisees do.  He sounds as though he has the Spirit of God in him.  He speaks with such authority.  I have never heard anyone like him.  Who exactly is he Rachel?

RACHEL
If you ask him he says he is the messenger spoken of by Isaiah the prophet.  That he’s sent to prepare the way of the Lord.  To make his paths straight.

ANNA
Lord, which Lord?

RACHEL
The Christ, Anna.  Hadn’t you guessed?  Oh look, some men are pressing forward to ask him some questions.  Oh come on closer I want to hear what they say.

ANNA
Rachel, I recognise those men.  They’re from the temple in Jerusalem.  They’re Scribes and Pharisees!  What are they doing here?

RACHEL
Well, they won’t get much of a welcome from the Baptist.  He knows the type of people they are.  He’s dealt with their kind before.  Oh watch, he’s seen them.

JOHN
Oh generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bring forth fruits meet for repentance.  Just because you claim to be the descendants of Abraham, you think you are holy.  If you were the children of Abraham you would do the works of Abraham.  Where is good fruit?  I tell you every tree which bringeth forth not good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

PUBLICAN 1
Master, I’m a publican.  What must I do then?

PUBLICAN 2
Yes what about us Master, what should we do?

PUBLICAN 3
What of us?

PUBLICAN 4
Yes, tell us?

JOHN
Exact no more than is appointed you.  Don’t tax people more money than the Romans have appointed and then keep the change yourselves.  If you followed the principles of God’s law of love you could answer your own questions.  He that hath two coats let him give one to him that hath none.  If you have more than enough to eat, give food to him that is hungry.  If you are a soldier, then do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely and be content with your wages.

CROWD
Master, many people think you are the Christ who should come.  Why then do you baptise?

JOHN
I indeed baptise you with water unto repentance but he that cometh after me is mightier than I whose shoes I am not worthy to bear.  He shall baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor and gather his wheat into the garner but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.  Repent, I say, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.

RACHEL
Well Anna, what do you think of him now?  Was it worth the journey or not?

ANNA
He is everything you said Rachel.  There is something so direct and courageous in the way he speaks.  He seems to fear no-one.  Certainly not the powerful Pharisees and their hangers on.  It’s no wonder the people come to hear him.  I have never heard a preacher like him.  I’m sure I shall never sleep tonight with the excitement of it all.

RACHEL
That’s the way he affects everyone.  No-one who’s heard him can be indifferent to him.  Oh, dear, but come one, we should be getting back home.  We’ve a long way to go and its getting late.

ANNA
Just a minute Rachel.  Who’s that over there?  See that man.  John’s seen him too.

RACHEL
I don’t know, perhaps he’s come to be baptised too.

ANNA
Oh how strange, the people are falling back and making way for him.  I wonder who he is.  There’s something very unusual about him.  Even John senses it.  Look he’s shaking his head and pointing to the river.  Ssh, quiet, we may catch his words.

JOHN
I have need to be baptised of thee, and comest thou to me?

RACHEL
The stranger’s shaking his head, I can’t hear what he’s saying.  But look he’s going into the Jordan.  John’s baptising him.  They’re coming to the shore again.  Anna, look!  Above his head, no, no, higher up.

ANNA
What is it, Rachel?

RACHEL
It looks like a dove.  It’s coming down and resting over the stranger’s head.  What does it mean.

ANGEL
This is My son, the beloved, in whom I am well pleased.

ANNA
Did you hear it Rachel?  Did you hear the voice?

RACHEL
Yes, Anna.  I heard it.  Look around you at people.  They’ve heard it too.  My beloved son.  My beloved son?  Anna, do you realise what we’ve just seen and heard?  That is the one John spoke of.  That, that man, is the Messiah of Israel!

NARRATOR
Yes, the man who came to John the Baptist to be baptised in the river Jordan was Jesus of Nazareth, the carpenter, the Messiah of Israel.  When John saw him he knew straight away this man had no sin that needed baptism for repentance.  Here was a man in whom the Spirit of God was manifested.  The Spirit of God dwelt in him, it lived in him and John felt humbled before this man because he knew that this was the man for whom he had come to prepare Israel.  And it was he himself who needed baptism and not the Lord before him but when the Lord Jesus explained that everyone was required to submit to the commandment of God he willingly agreed and he baptised the Lord.  And God in heaven showed all the people gathered around, all those people that watched, that His approval was upon the Lord Jesus Christ by those wonderful words,  “This is My beloved son in whom I am well pleased”.  You know that should really be translated,  “This is My son the beloved, in whom I am well pleased” because if you remember the name David means “beloved” and the Lord Jesus Christ was the descendant of David.  And he was, as David was, the beloved of Yahweh.


John’s many years of preparing Israel to be ready for the Messiah had now reached that wonderful time when the Messiah of Israel stood before them, the Redeemer upon whom the whole of the Jewish hope rested, the king who was to come and deliver his people.  Now the king had come to his people.   Now it remained to be seen how his people would receive him.
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