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Naaman (d)
Stage 3 

Naaman

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Naaman
· Naaman’s Wife
· Naaman’s Servant 1
· Naaman’s Servant 2
· Jewish Maid
· Benhadad
· Benhadad’s Servant 1
· Benhadad’s Servant 2
· Jehoram
· Elisha
· Elisha’s Servant 1
· Elisha’s Servant 2
· Naaman’s Entourage dressed as soldiers
· Benhadad’s Courtiers in Eastern dress
· Jehoram’s Courtiers in Eastern dress


	PROPS
1.
Throne room backdrop, throne.


Scroll letter to be written by a scribe, table, writing implements etc.

2.
Throne room backdrop, throne, tearable clothing for Jehoram.

3.
General country scene background at RHS


Divider wall for side of Elisha’s house, table, chair, (candle) at LHS


Far RHS, upright screen of bulrushes about 1 metre high on wooden base for support.




SCENE DETAILS

1.
Split stage effect by lighting.


LHS
maiden speaks to Naaman’s wife


 
servant overhears and crosses stage to RHS


RHS
servant conveys detail to Benhadad (on throne)


Benhadad writes letter in presence of Naaman


Background - throne room


Courtiers and soldiers in general background.

2.
Jehoram on throne centre stage


Benhadad’s servant enters from right with letter


Naaman in background right with soldiers


Elisha’s servant enters from left


Background - throne room


Courtiers in general background.

3.
Split stage effect by lighting  - LHS 30%, RHS 70%


LHS 
Elisha seated at small table reading



divider screen to represent wall of Elisha’s house


Centre - main action area


RHS 
Naaman and entourage



for baptism, bulrush wall at right edge of platform.

General:  


Leprosy for Naaman made from easily removed contact self adhesive plastic in multi colours.


Garments for main and minor actors


Soldiers’ costumes, swords etc.



Sound effects - dramatic music only.

SCENE 1

Throne room of Benhadad at RHS, courtiers, soldiers in darkness, includes Benhadad and Naaman.  At LHS, Jewish maid with Naaman’s wife, servant of Benhadad in background.

NARRATOR
Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man in the eyes of his master, and honourable, because of him Yahweh had given deliverance unto Syria:  he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.  And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.

NAAMAN’S WIFE
I worry so much about Naaman.  He is a wonderful husband, but his leprosy causes him such pain and discomfort.  If only there were some doctor or priest who could heal him.  We have been to every renowned physician in Syria but to no avail.

JEWISH MAID
My lady, there is somebody who could cure your husband.

NAAMAN’S WIFE
Who?  Tell me who.  We’ll try anything.

JEWISH MAID
If only my Lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria.  For he would recover him of his leprosy.

Benhadad’s servant 1, lurking visibly in background, crosses to the RHS throne room scene and bows before Benhadad.

B/SERVANT 1
My lord, my lord Benhadad.  I have heard from one of the Hebrew captives that there is a man in Samaria who worships the God Yahweh, and has the power to heal all manner of diseases, including leprosy.  You must send Naaman to him.

BENHADAD
Is that really true?  Then I must write a letter immediately to Jehoram, king of Israel, to direct him to oversee your healing, Naaman.  Scribe!  Take down a letter to be delivered to Jehoram, king of Israel.

Benhadad’s scribe appears to write upon a scroll whilst the lights fade.

SCENE 2

Throne room of Jehoram at LHS, courtiers, soldiers.  Benhadad’s messenger enters at right, followed behind by Naaman who remains in the background.

NARRATOR
So Naaman brought great gifts, and the letter, to Jehoram, king of Israel.

B/SERVANT 2
My lord, Jehoram, I come with my master, Naaman, to present a letter from Benhadad, king of Syria.

Hands letter to Jehoram and leaves with Naaman.  Jehoram unrolls letter and reads aloud.

JEHORAM
Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.




Recover him of his leprosy???? Recover him of his leprosy???? 


He’s mad, that’s what he is ... MAD?

Jehoram storms around the stage, tearing his outer garments.  He then stops and points an accusing finger at his courtiers.

JEHORAM
I know, I know what he’s up to!  See how he’s trying to seek a quarrel with me. He’s just looking for an excuse to invade us.  Oh, what are we going to do.

Lights out while Narrator speaks, then lights come on again as Elisha’s messenger enters.

NARRATOR
And it was so, that when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent a message to Jehoram by his servant.

E/SERVANT 1
The prophet Elisha says:  Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes?  Let Naaman come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

SCENE 3

Split stage:  LHS, small area devoted to Elisha’s house, using a divider to represent the outer wall.  Inside, Elisha is seated at a small table with lamp and books.  His servant looks on.

RHS, large area with a wall of bulrushes at far right, at rightangles to audience.  Initially bare, but as lights rise, Naaman and entourage enter from right and approach Elisha’s house, halting outside.

N/SERVANT 1
My lord Naaman, this is the house of the prophet Elisha.

Naaman’s servant knocks on door.  Elisha whispers to his own servant 2, who then addresses the throng of Naaman.

E/SERVANT 2
Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

NAAMAN
Behold, I thought, he will surely come out to me and stand, and call on the name of Yahweh his God and strike his hand over the place, and cure me of my leprosy.

Naaman storms around furiously.

NAAMAN
Instead he asks me to wash in the Jordan - the filthy JORDAN.  Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?  May I now wash in them and be clean?

Naaman’s servants try to calm him down, then Naaman’s servant 2 steps forward.

N/SERVANT 2
My master, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not have done it?  How much rather then when he only says to thee - Wash, and be clean!

Naaman repents and settles down, nods to his servants, then proceeds off the RHS of the platform as his servants look on.  Lights dim a little.  While Narrator speaks, Naaman sheds his leprosy.

NARRATOR
Then Naaman went down and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, in obedience to the words of Elisha:  and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

As Narrator finishes speaking, lights come on full and Naaman’s followers become very excited and begin to cheer.  Naaman emerges from behind the bulrush wall, now free of leprosy.  He proceeds to centre stage as others flock around him, then falls on his knees outside the door of the house of Elisha.

NAAMAN
My lord Elisha!  My lord Elisha!

Elisha comes out of the door of the house.

NAAMAN
Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel.  Henceforth I shall offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto Yahweh.

ELISHA
Go in peace, for this day hath Yahweh brought salvation and cleansing even unto the Gentiles, that all may know His greatness throughout the whole earth.

Lights dim and curtains close, as the Narrator concludes.

NARRATOR
And so Naaman, the Gentile, was cleansed by faith in the God of Israel, through the waters of the Jordan, just as we today, the Gentiles of the latter days, may be cleansed of the disease of death through the waters of baptism.
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