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Queen of Sheba
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Queen of Sheba

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Queen

· Solomon

· Court Attendant


	· 


NARRATOR
The reign of Solomon was a wise and peaceful one. The wars which David had to fight to subdue the enemies of Israel were all over.  The people had no more enemies to fear, and Solomon’s wisdom became famous all over the known world, and many great men came to Israel to see him, to see the kingdom, and to hear the gracious words which he spoke.  And not only great men came to hear.


Far away in the great kingdom of Sheba the queen heard about the great kingdom of Israel and the wisdom of king Solomon.  This queen of Sheba was very used to splendour.  Her own kingdom had a huge reservoir of water from the river Adhamat and this was used for irrigation.  Huge amounts of spices were grown here and so the kingdom of Sheba became one vast scented garden containing the costliest spices in the world, and in the middle of this country, this scented garden country, was the capital, Marib.  The worship of the moon goddess was held in a beautiful temple in which sparkling fountains played and through which was wafted the scent of the fragrant spices.  These spices of Sheba were exported - they were sent out of the country along what is called the Incense Road, which led from Sheba through about 1250 miles of desert, to Israel and beyond.  Now, how do you think they exported goods from one country to another through the desert?  What animals would they use?  Yes, they would use the camel, wouldn’t they, sometimes called the ship of the desert.  Well the famous Solomon travelled along the caravan routes (the caravan was a long string of camels) and constantly the queen of Sheba heard people talking about Solomon - what a magnificent kingdom he had, the splendour of his court, the greatness of his wisdom.  The queen of Sheba kept hearing this until one day she decided to see for herself whether these things were true or not, whether they were just idle tales, or whether there was truth in the fact that the glory of Solomon’s kingdom exceeded her own, and so the queen gave orders for the journey.

QUEEN
Summon my ministers.  I am going to make a state visit to the kingdom of Israel.  I wish to see for myself this fabulous land and its famous king. (gong)

NARRATOR
It was a long journey for the queen to take.  She had to travel about 1400 miles with her train of servants and her camels, bearing gold, precious stones and spices of all kinds.  It was a difficult journey and the weather was hot, but the queen of Sheba was eager to learn the truth of the report she had heard.  So she travelled along the Incense Road until she came to the borders of Israel and then turned north to Jerusalem.  In due time she was presented in state to king Solomon in the beautiful hall of pillars.

COURT ATTENDANT
Her majesty, the queen of Sheba.

SOLOMON
Welcome your majesty to our court.  You see before you the servant of the most high God of Israel.  Your visit does us honour, your majesty.

QUEEN
My lord king Solomon.  I have long desired to visit this great kingdom, whose fame has spread abroad.  Your majesty’s wealth and wisdom are spoken of throughout the earth.

SOLOMON
It will be my pleasure to show you our city, your majesty.  Ask what you would like to see, what you desire to know, and I shall personally be your guide.

NARRATOR
So king Solomon showed the queen of Sheba his kingdom and answered her questions.  The queen was shown the wonderful temple, and was told of the worship established by Yahweh, and the meaning of everything that was done.  She was permitted to go about and see the condition of the people and the management of the nation.  She witnessed the glory of Solomon in his palace and in the temple and on the great ivory throne of judgement.  Everywhere she saw the evidence of God’s blessing;  great wealth, a united and happy nation welded together as one in worship and the queen of Sheba was greatly impressed.  She talked for hours with the king, putting problem after problem to him to see how he answered, testing his wisdom.  But Solomon answered with wisdom and simplicity until at last the queen had to confess that everything she had heard about the king was true.

QUEEN
It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy words and wisdom.  Howbeit, I believed not the words until I came and mine eyes had seen it, and, behold, the half was not told me.  Thy wisdom and prosperity exceeded the fame which I heard.  Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants which stand continually before thee and hear thy wisdom.  Blessed be Yahweh the God which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel.  Because Yahweh loved Israel forever, therefore made he thee king to do judgement and justice.

NARRATOR
The queen of Sheba returned to her land after giving the king a gift of 120 talents of gold and a huge quantity of precious stones and costliest spices.  She went home filled with the knowledge of the God of Israel, the one true God.  Some of the wisdom of Solomon had been preserved for us in the Bible and we can read it.  Perhaps the best place for reading it is in the Proverbs, and in Proverbs 16 and at chapter 16 we find that wisdom is more precious than gold.  How much better is it says Solomon, to get wisdom than gold, and to get understanding rather than to be chosen than silver.  So wisdom is better than gold, and better than silver, and in the 4th chapter of Proverbs at verse 7 he says wisdom is the principal thing, the most important thing then, for he says get wisdom and with all thy getting, get understanding.  And the apostle James tells us to ask God for wisdom as Solomon did and we can get it if we continue to study the Bible.  If any of you lack wisdom says James, let him ask of God that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not and it shall be given him, but let him ask in faith.
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