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Elijah (c)
Stage 3 

Elijah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Elijah

· Jezebel

· Ahab

· Obadiah

· Herald

· Baal Priests

· 4 People


	


SCENE 1 - ELIJAH APPEARS

SINGERS
WE HAVE RECORDED FOR US......

NARRATOR
King Ahab was one of the worst kings of Israel.  He was the son of Omri and did much evil in the sight of Yahweh, above all that were before him.  He was a weak man, married to Jezebel who was devoted to the pagan worship of the god Baal.  It is in this state we see them tonight united in their worship accompanied by the false priests.

Image stands with a torch behind.  Lights lowered up and down -(red).  Priests lead and chant bow to Baal.  Enter Ahab and Jezebel.

JEZEBEL
(to Ahab)  Our priests lead the way to the Altar - come Ahab, we shall follow them.

AHAB
It shall be so, Jezebel my queen.

All worship Baal, Ahab and Jezebel bow.

NARRATOR
And Ahab did more to provoke Yahweh to anger than all the kings of Israel. (lights low)
All worship and chant, priests exit.

NARRATOR
It was because of this situation that Elijah the Tishbite from Gilead appears suddenly and pronounced judgements from Yahweh.

ALL SAY
As the Lord God of Israel liveth etc. 11 Kings 17:1  (lights fade)
Enter Elijah and wave aloft his staff.  Ahab and Jezebel appear defiant,  music continues.

SCENE 2 - RESULT OF JUDGEMENT

Four suns above black sheet - held by sun holders.

NARRATOR
For three and half years there was a sore famine in the land.  The people cried because of the agony of the drought. The burning sun shines each day.

Enter people, go round slowly, heads down.

ALL SAY
No Rain, No Rain, No Rain. (continually)
PERSON 1
The streams are all dried up.

PERSON 2
The water holes are gone.

PERSON 3
The crops have failed.

PERSON 4
Where?  Where is our help.

Music.  As sun’s threaten, getting closer to each individual - people shrink and go down on knees and wail.

NARRATOR
Yahweh commands Elijah to show himself to Ahab. (lights blue)
Ahab enters, Elijah poised on stage with staff in centre.

ALL GIRLS SING
AS THE LORD GOD OF SABAOTH LIVETH ........(lights yellow)
NARRATOR
Now Ahab and Obadiah, the Governor of Ahab’s house and one who feared Yahweh were searching the land for water.  Elijah met Obadiah.

Ahab exits.  Elijah and Obadiah walk in opposite directions and then meet.

OBADIAH
Art thou my lord Elijah?

ELIJAH
I am.  Go tell thy lord, Elijah is here.

Obadiah exits, Ahab enters.

AHAB
Art thou he that troubleth Israel?

ELIJAH
I have not troubled Israel but thou and thy father’s house in that ye have forsaken the commandments of Yahweh and thou hast followed Baalim. 

Glare at each other in silence.  Both exit.

NARRATOR
Elijah continued.  Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mt. Carmel.

Clash of Cymbals, (lights red).

HERALD
All Israel are commanded to assemble upon Mt. Carmel - meet ye there with the prophets of Baal and Elijah the servant of Yahweh.


(from different corners)  Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye.

SCENE 3 - REVELATION BY FIRE

GROUP SING
(outside curtain)  O REST IN THE LORD.....  Pg. 153 ‘Elijah’

Priests in black stand on raised stools at back, arms folded. Other priests in fancy garments arranged in front, arms folded.  Ahab on one side.  Elijah on the other.  People in front.

ALL SING
ELIJAH STOOD ON MT. CARMEL.......

NARRATOR

Elijah called to the people



All repeat




Why halt ye between two opinions?



All repeat




Is it Baal or your God today.



All repeat




The people answered not a word (people hang heads)
ELIJAH
I, even I only remain a prophet of Yahweh but Baal’s prophets are 450 men.

One note to be played as people look at each other.


Take two bullocks, choose one, kill and cut it in pieces.  Lay it on wood.  Put no fire under.  Ye call on your gods and I on the name of Yahweh and the god that answereth by fire, let HIM be God.

ALL SAY
It is well spoken.

NARRATOR
The contest begins.  

Dramatic music, people move to one side and sit.  Priests attempt to build altar with wood and sacrifice.  Wild music, black priests on stools wave black streamers, other dance over altar flinging arms and legs.

BAAL PRIESTS
O Baal hear us, thy faithful prophets.

ELIJAH
(mocking)  Cry aloud for he is a god.  Is he talking?  Is he walking?  Is he pursuing?  Or on a journey?  Is he asleep?

BAAL PRIESTS
Hear us (4x)  Where are you Baal?  Please hear and answer.


Let’s whip ourselves -  he will notice us then.

Black priests come down and whip one another with some knives.

BAAL PRIESTS
There is our blood, it is all for Baal.  (all sink to ground exhausted)
ALL SING
NOW BAALIM’S MEN.......

NARRATOR
It is past midday (sun moves down), (Baal priests crawl away and off stage). It was now the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice.

ELIJAH
Come near to me. (people move forward one step)
NARRATOR
Elijah repaired the altar with 12 stones according to the tribes of Israel. (action)  Elijah made a trench around about. (action)   Elijah put on wood and pieces of bullock. (action)  Four barrels of water were poured on the wood three times. (action)
Elijah moves to front.

ELIJAH
Lord God of Abraham - let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel and that I am thy servant and that I have done all these things at thy word.  Hear me O Lord, hear me that this people may know that thou art the Lord God and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

ALL SING
BUT WHEN ON THE ALTAR etc........

SHOUT
The fire, the fire, the fire - it burns, the sacrifice, wood, stones, dust and water.

Flames, all fall on faces, kneel with heads down.

ALL SAY
Yahweh He is God, Yahweh He is God.




***********

SONG SHEET - ELIJAH (2)
1.
We have recorded for us in the 18th of 1st Kings,


A most amazing story about many many things.


Elijah’s victory written for us over Baal you see,


Of when king Ahab and his queen sent forth a strange decree.


Up to Carmel Isra-el were called to go,


For the evil and the good their power to show.


There were false prophets of Baal, so very clear they’d fail,


For the power of Elijah’s God we know.


All the way, all the way - to Mt. Carmel and we know what happened there,


Of Elijah and the king - let us raise our voice and sing,


Stories of God’s prophets surely now we bring.

2.
As God the Lord of Israel liveth, before Whom I stand.


There shall not be dew nor rain these years, 


There shall not be dew nor rain, but according to my word.

3.
As God the Lord of Sabaoth liveth, before whom I stand,


Three years this day fulfilled,  I will shew myself unto Ahab,


And the Lord will then send rain again upon the earth.

4.
O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him,


and he shall give thee thy heart’s desires.


O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him,


and he shall give thee thy heart’s desires,


and he shall give thee thy heart’s desires.


O rest in the Lord, O rest in the Lord and wait... wait patiently for Him.

5.
Elijah stood on Mt. Carmel, along with the prophets of Baal


His mighty faith all triumphant, Yahweh would surely prevail.

6.
Baal, hear and answer Baal (repeat)

Hear us.. (repeat 5 times)
7.
O hear us Baal.... hear us (repeat 5 times)
8.
Now Baalim’s men with might and main, they caused themselves much hurt and pain,


But never a spark on the altar flam’d,


The fire O where was the fire.

9.
But when on the altar the water was poured,


the man of God faithfully turn’d to the Lord.


And down came the fire in response to, his word,


The fire the fire the fire.

10.
God of Elijah has sent us the fire,


This is the answer our hearts must inspire.


And it came suddenly hearts to inspire,


For now we have seen the God given fire.


God of Elijah has sent us the rain,


On top of the mountains the valleys and plain.


Give thanks O give thanks praises we give,


Look up and be faithful - look up and live.
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