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John the Baptist
Stage 3 

John the Baptist

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Zacharias
· Gabriel
· Man 1
· Man 2
· Elizabeth
· Woman


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds then in background.

NARRATOR
Nearly two thousand years ago, just before Jesus was born, there lived a man named Zacharias.  His wife was named Elizabeth.  They were very old, and a little sad, for they had no children.  But they served God faithfully and well, and deep down inside they knew that God would always do what was best for them.


Zacharias was a priest who used to take turns with other priests in working in the temple at Jerusalem.  One day it was his duty to burn incense on the altar of incense.  The sweet smelling perfume rising from the incense altar, remined all the people of prayer, which goes up to God and gives Him pleasure too.  So, while the incense burnt inside the temple, the people gathered outside to pray.  Zacharias said his prayers as well.  Suddenly, there appeared to him an angel of the Lord.

SFX music 6 seconds to introduce scene.  SFX man stepping back - scuffling noise.

ZACHARIAS
Oh!  Oh!  (gasp)

GABRIEL
Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.  And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God.  And he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.

ZACHARIAS
(faltering)  But how shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.

GABRIEL
(strongly)  I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.  And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.

NARRATOR
You see, even though Zacharias had prayed for a son, he could not believe that his prayer was going to be answered.  So, exactly what the angel foretold, happened to Zecharias.  When he came out of the temple and tried to speak to the people outside, he could not.  He was deaf and dumb  (Arthur:  the word in the greek has this double meaning.  See Luke 1:62, where it shows that he was deprived of both his senses “they made signs to the father”)

SFX crowd noises.

MAN 1
Oh!  here comes Zacharias.  Wasn’t he a long time?

MAN 2
Yes, let us ask him why he tarried so in the temple.

MAN 1
Zacharias!  Zacharias!  We are concerned for you, whey did you take so long in the temple.


(pause)  What was that?  Oh!  he must have seen a vision in the temple - he cannot speak. See the signs he is making, he is dumb.

NARRATOR
So, when Zacharias’ turn at working in the temple was over, he returned home.  Soon afterwards, he and Elizabeth found that Gabriel was right and that they were going to have a baby.  Time went by, and when the baby was born, relatives and friends gathered round to see him.

SFX small crowd noise - baby crying in background.

MAN 1
The Lord has blessed you with a son, Zacharias and Elizabeth.  We shall call his name Zacharias - yes, Zacharias is a fine name.

ELIZABETH
Not so, for he shall be called John.

MAN 1
John?  There is none of your kindred that is called by this name.


Here, let us make signs to Zacharias and ask him what he would have the child called.

WOMAN 1
(pause)  Look, he says he wants a writing tablet.

MAN 1 
Quickly someone, a writing tablet.

SFX scratching noise in background - 5 seconds.

WOMAN 1
What has he written?

MAN 1
Let me see, he has written, HIS NAME IS JOHN.

ZACHARIAS
(very definite)  Yes, his name is John.  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.

SFX gasp from relatives.

WOMAN 1
It is Zacharias, he can speak.

SFX music comes in to end scene - 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
You, see, as soon as Zacharias had finished writing, he found that he could speak again.  And what was the first thing he did?  That’s right, he praised God for the wonderful things that he had done.  Then he spoke of the things that John would do when he grew up.

ZACHARIAS
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most high:  for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins, through the tender mercy of our God.

NARRATOR
John was to speak God’s words and make the people ready to listen to the Lord Jesus Christ when he came.  He would teach them what they must do to please God and be saved.


Everyone who lived near Jerusalem heard about these wonderful events.  They thought that this child must be going to be very important, for all these strange things to happen!


When God makes a promise.  He always keep it.  He has made many wonderful promises - and we can believe them all, knowing that He will do just what He says.
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