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Daniel & his three friends (a)
Stage 3 

Daniel & His Three Friends

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Palace Guard

· Daniel

· Three friends

· Hananiah

· Official


	


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had fought against Jerusalem and led away its people as captives.  Among these captives was a young boy called Daniel, and his three close friends called Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.  Together with the other captives, these four boys were taken far away from Israel to live in the mighty city of Babylon.
SFX regal mighty music 6 seconds, alone then gradually fading in background.

King Nebuchadnezzar wanted the best captives from Israel to live at his palace to learn the ways of Babylon.  He ordered his servant to choose young men who had come from the royal family.  They must be healthy and handsome, bright and quick at learning.  They must be good enough to live in the King’s palace.  Daniel and his three friends were among those chosen for this great honour.

So, before long, Daniel and his friends arrived at the palace.
SFX man walking, gates opening and closing, walking again and papers rustling 10 seconds.
PALACE GUARD
Now, let me see, Daniel is it?
DANIEL
Yes sir.
PALACE GUARD
And you three, Hananiah, Mishael and Az..Azariah?
ALL THREE
Yes sir.
PALACE GUARD
(loudly)  Your names from now on will be changed.
ALL THREE
(whispering)  Changed?
PALACE GUARD
(loudly)  Daniel, your name will be Belteshazzar, Hananiah you will be known as Shadrach, Mishael, you will only answer to Meshach. And last but not least Az..Azariah you shall be Abednego.

You must forget your old names now that you are coming to live in the king’s palace.  Your new names honour the gods of Babylon - our gods.

HANANIAH
(whispering)  Pagan names, but Daniel how can we do that?
DANIEL
(whispering)  Do not worry Hananiah, a name does not mean anything.  As a man thinks in his heart, so is he, we will still worship Yahweh in spirit and in truth.
NARRATOR
So for three years, they would learn the wisdom and the language of Babylon.  They would eat the king’s own food and drink his wine.  At the end of three years they would be brought before the king.  He thought that perhaps by that time they would have forgotten the God of Israel!

But Daniel and his three friends loved Yahweh.  They knew that He had commanded them not to eat certain foods.  To take of the king’s food would be to disobey God.  They decided that whatever happened to them, they would obey God.

So Daniel spoke to the master of the household.
DANIEL
Excuse me sir.
OFFICIAL
Yes, what is it Belteshazzar.
DANIEL
Please, according to our law, we cannot eat this royal food and wine.  We would be defiled before our God.

I am asking permission for myself, and for my three friends, not to be defiled in this way.
OFFICIAL
(worried)  Oh, I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink.  Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men of your age?  The king would then have my head because of you.
DANIEL
No, please, test your servants for ten days:  Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink.  Then compare our appearances with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat  your servants in accordance with what you see.
OFFICIAL
Ohhhh, very well then, (to himself)  I suppose ten days won’t make too much difference.
SFX music to end scene 6 seconds.
NARRATOR
God was please with Daniel and his friends.  They had chosen to obey His commandments rather than the commandments of the king.  Therefore God answered their prayers and helped them.

So, for ten days, Daniel and his three friends were tested.  They had only vegetables to eat and water to drink.  After ten days, their faces were fairer and plumper than those of the young men who had eaten the king’s food.  So the master of the household took away their meals of meat and the wine that they were supposed to drink.  For three years they lived on vegetables and water in the king’s palace.

God blessed these four young men, for He gave them knowledge and understanding.  Daniel was even able to understand visions and dreams, because God was with him and told him the meaning.

At the end of the three years, all the young men were brought before king Nebuchadnezzar.  When the king talked with them, he saw that Daniel and his friends were wiser and healthier than all the other young men.  He chose them to stay with him and to help him rule his people.  He found that they were ten times wiser than all the magicians and astrologers in his kingdom.


So Daniel and his three friends were blessed because they had the faith to obey God.  They found that the wisdom which God gave them was far greater than the wisdom of the world.
www.cssa.asn.au

orders@cssa.asn.au

Page 1 of 4
www.cssa.asn.au

orders@cssa.asn.au

Page 2 of 4

[image: image1.jpg]