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John the Baptist makes Israel Ready
Stage 3 

John the Baptist makes Israel ready

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· John
· Pharisee
· Man
· Woman
· Soldier
· Tax collector


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds then in background.

NARRATOR
John the Baptist had grown up.  He lived in the wilderness of Judea.  He was so concerned about the things of God that he didn’t worry about fine clothes.  He had a garment of camel’s hair tied about with a leathern girdle and his meat was locusts and wild honey.


One day he came to the edge of the Jordan and cried out.

JOHN
Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

NARRATOR
You see, John was fulfilling the words of the prophet Isaiah, who had said that there would be “a voice crying in the wilderness, saying prepare ye the way of the Lord:  make his paths straight”.


Some people believed what John said and were sorry for their sins.  So he baptised them.  To be baptised they had to go right under the water, like being buried, only covered with water, and then coming out of the water again.  This showed the people that they must change their ways.  Their old way of living had gone, and now they must start a new life as though they were born again.  Some people he would not baptise, because they had not repented or really decided to change their ways at all.


There were people called Pharisees and Sadducees.  They were leaders among the Jews.  They always tried to look as though they were doing what God said, but really they just wanted people to praise them.  They thought everyone would praise them if they let John baptise them.  So they came to him one day by Jordan.

SFX crowd noises.

PHARISEE
Oh there’s that John the Baptist. (Aloud - arrogantly John, please we want you to baptise us).
JOHN
You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  And do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father”.  For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children of Abraham.  The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

PHARISEE
(Indignant)  Who does he think he is talking to?

NARRATOR
You see, the things the Pharisees and Sadduccees taught the people were no better than the poison of snakes.  They would never be saved by listening to them because they didn’t teach God’s way.  The Pharisees and Sadduccees themselves had to be humble and change their ways.  Only then would God be pleased with them.


Before long someone in the crowd cried out.

MAN 1 
What should we do then?

JOHN
The man with two coats should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same.

TAX COLLECTOR
Teacher, we are tax collectors, what shall we do.

JOHN
Do not collect any more than you are required to.

SOLDIER 1
And what of us, we are soldiers, what must we do?

JOHN
Do violence to no man, neither accuse any man falsely - be content with your wages.

WOMAN 1
(Whispering)  I wonder if this is the Messiah that the Bible says will come?

JOHN
(Shouting aloud)  I know what you are thinking.  But no, I am not the Messiah, I baptise you with water.  But one more powerful than I will come, the latchet of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing -floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, and he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

NARRATOR
John was saying that Jesus was going to separate the good people from the bad, the way a farmer separates wheat from the chaff!


Everyone heard about John and what he said about the Messiah who was coming.  John taught them from the Old Testament writings in the Bible.  When the people heard his words, some of them waited eagerly for Messiah to appear in Israel.  The Jews called him Messiah.  We call him Christ.  Both words mean “anointed” king.  He was already born, of course, and was about the same age as John, but no one knew yet that Jesus was the coming King - not even John.


But soon after Jesus started to preach, those whom John had prepared for him believed Jesus straight away.


Before Jesus appeared, John taught the people that God wanted them to prepare for his coming by turning from their sinful, selfish ways and being baptised.  Jesus is coming back to earth soon, and God wants us to be prepared for him by turning away from our sinful ways, learning about him and being baptised too.
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