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The Birth of John the Baptist
Stage 3 

The Birth of John the Baptist

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Elisabeth
· Zacharias
· Angel
· Crowd


	· 


NARRATOR 
The mighty kingdom of God had fallen into a very bad state indeed.  Its people were scattered, it no longer had a divinely appointed king, foreign rulers made laws to govern the people that were still left in Israel and to the nations round about them it must have seemed as though the God of Israel no longer cared about His people and had entirely forgotten them.


And yet there were still people as there always have been who read and studied the Word of God in the Prophets and Psalms who knew that glorious things were spoken of Jerusalem.  Do you remember Daniel the prophet had spoken of the very time that they were living in as being the time that the promised Redeemer would appear and it was obvious that the time was at hand.  The Old Testament scriptures were carefully studied for they told of the glory of the king.  He would be a descendant of David, a mighty military leader who would break the chains of slavery by which the people were held.  A king who would lead Israel to heights of power as had never been seen.  The prophecies spoke of Jerusalem as the capital of a world-wide government, of Israel being the chief nation whose king, being the son promised to David, would bring world peace.


And the time was drawing very close for these things to come to pass.  And everywhere people were talking about it.  And among the people who were anxiously awaiting the birth of the Messiah were an elderly married couple called Zacharias and Elisabeth.  They were both descendants of the priest Aaron, the first high priest in the times of Moses.  Zacharias and Elisabeth followed the commandments of God and lived the lives in the mountainous country of Judah quite close to Jerusalem.

NARRATOR 
We find Zacharias talking to his wife Elisabeth.

ZACHARIAS
Well, Elisabeth, my dear, it’s my turn to go to Jerusalem.  Now are my things ready because I wish to be there in plenty of time?  The holy things of God must be attended to without rush and I would like to have plenty of time to prepare myself.  To help the high priest in his labours is a service not to be taken lightly.

ELISABETH
You are to attend to the burning of the incense on the altar in the holy place are you not husband?

ZACHARIAS
Yes, my dear, it is a task of great importance.  As you know the sweet-smell of the incense is made exactly to the recipe given by God to our forefathers.  It is burnt at the time the people pray at the morning and evening sacrifice.  The prayers and the smoke rise to God in a sweet-smelling perfume.  And God in the heavens hears our prayers.

ELISABETH
It is a great sorrow husband that in all these years our prayer for a son has remained unanswered.  Ah, but then God knows best and now of course we are too old.

ZACHARIAS
Oh, we still have each other, my dear wife.  But now would you have me bring you a small gift back from Jerusalem?

ELISABETH
Oh, no my dear.  But do bring me back any news.  They tell me the whole country is buzzing with expectation saying that the time of the Messiah’s appearance is drawing near.  I have heard that one man called Simeon, a very old and devoted follower of God, was told that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah!

ZACHARIAS
Yes, that is quite true.  And of course the prophetess Anna, you’ve heard of her?

ELISABETH
Of course.

ZACHARIAS
She is a familiar figure in the temple courts and she has proclaimed the nearness of the coming of the Saviour.  Oh, what a blessing Elisabeth, if we should live to see him.  But now I must take my leave, keep well until I return.

NARRATOR
And so Zacharias went to Jerusalem to fulfil his priestly duties for the appointed time.  The morning and evening burning of incense was quite a ceremony.  When the priest entered the holy place a bell was rung, and all the priests and Levites took up their positions.  The space between the altar and the temple was cleared and a great silence fell on the people.  They bowed their heads in prayer.  This was how it was one morning when Zacharias entered the temple to perform his duty.  He entered the holy place with a feeling of reverence for the work he was about to do.  The darkness of the temple was illuminated by the light of the lampstand but on one side stood a figure which struck fear into the heart of Zacharias.  For an angel of God stood there.

ANGEL
Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard, and they wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.  Many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

NARRATOR
Zacharias was staggered both at the appearance of the angel and the message he heard.

ZACHARIAS
Whereby shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years.

NARRATOR
The angel replied.

ANGEL
I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings.  And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be performed in their season.

NARRATOR
Gabriel!  Zacharias the priest was familiar with that name.  It was the angel Gabriel who had appeared to the prophet Daniel hundreds of years before and who had predicted the coming of the Messiah.  With increasing wonder the priest listened to the angel.  But then suddenly the angel left, leaving Zacharias to finish his task.  Outside the temple the people began to murmur.  They wondered at the unusual length of time that he was taking inside and they were concerned.

CROWD
Ah, here he comes now.  What held thee up Zacharias?  Hey, Zacharias?


He can’t hear you.


Look, he opening his mouth but no sound is coming out.  He’s dumb!


He can neither speak nor hear!


He’s beckoning us to come closer.


Oh, what does it mean?

NARRATOR
Zacharias tried to show by signs what had happened and had to leave it to their imagination to understand his meaning.  The people left the temple that day wondering at the meaning of the strange incident, even though they didn’t fully understand what had taken place.  As soon as Zacharias’ term of office came to end he returned to Elisabeth bearing with him the astounding news of his visitation by the angel Gabriel in the temple.  But of course no sound passed his lips.  Some time later people heard of the great blessing that had been granted to this elderly couple.  Elisabeth had a baby boy.  And the whole company of friends and relations rejoiced with the happy couple.  Arrangements were made for the circumcision of the baby on the eighth day according to the law of Moses.  Relations and friends came to join in the happy gathering and among them was a young woman called Mary, her cousin, of whom we will hear more in the next lesson.  All the relations gathered around the little baby admiring him.

CROWD
He’s a beautiful baby, Elisabeth.


Zacharias is greatly blessed to have a son to carry on the family name.  His name of course is Zacharias after his father?

ELISABETH
No, his name is John.

CROWD
John, John!  But there’s no-one in your family of that name.  Nor is Zacharias.  Zacharias, oh I forgot, he cannot hear me.

NARRATOR
They made signs to Zacharias asking him to indicate what the child was to be called.  Zacharias took a writing implement and began to write.

CROWD
See he’s writing.  What does it say?


His name is John.

ZACHARIAS
Yes, his name is John.

CROWD
He speaks!  Zacharias speaks, he’s no longer dumb!


God has caused him to speak again, it is a miracle.

NARRATOR
God had indeed opened Zacharias’ lips and given him back the power of speech as He had said He would.  The people listened in wonder as Zacharias lifted up his voice in praise of Yahweh and prophesied of the coming of the Messiah.

ZACHARIAS
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people.  He hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of isHiHhhhhHis servant David as He promised of old from the lips of His prophets that we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us;  to perform the mercy promised to our fathers, to remember His holy covenant;  the oath that He sware to our father Abraham that freed from fear and from the hand of our foes we should worship Him in holiness and uprightness all the days of our life.

NARRATOR
And then turning to the little child which was held in his arms he gazed with great tenderness on the infant.

ZACHARIAS
And thou, child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest:  for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways;  to give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their sins, through the tender mercy of our God the dayspring from on high will visit us, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace.

NARRATOR
And so it was that John the forerunner of the Lord Jesus was presented to the people.  His work was to prepare a people for the Lord.  As he grew he came to appreciate the wonderful work before him.  He had a great desire for solitude and frequently he went to the lonely desert places.  Here he meditated and studied arming himself with the knowledge of God, thoroughly steeping himself in the Scriptures that he might equip himself properly in the task that God had prepared for him, the forerunner of the Messiah, John the Baptist.  But many years were to pass before all happened.
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