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Haman
Stage 3 

Haman

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Haman
· Guard
· Mordecai
· Zeresh
· Ahasuerus
· Courier
· Esther


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
Ahasuerus, mighty king of the land of Persia, had chosen Esther to be his queen.  However, he did not know that Esther’s people were the Jews.  Nor did he know that Mordecai, the humble Jew who served the king at the gate of the palace, was really Esther’s cousin.  He had brought Esther up as his own daughter.  Esther had kept this a secret, just as Mordecai had told her to do.


In the kingdom, there was a proud prince called Haman.  King Ahasuerus made him greater than all the other princes and commanded that everybody must bow down to him as he passed by.  But each day, as he came to the gate of the king’s palace, there was one man who did not bow before him.  This man was Mordecai, the Jew.  Like Daniel and his friends in Babylon, Mordecai would not worship men or idols, but the God of Israel only.

SFX crowd noises, horses on dirt, 4 seconds.

HAMAN
(shouting)  Guard!  Who is that man over there?

GUARD
You mean the one still standing, while everyone else is bowing down?

HAMAN
Yes (venomously)  that Jew!  Find out his name and we will think of a way to get rid of him.

GUARD
Yes sir.

SFX footsteps running on gravel, 3 seconds - pause 5 seconds, running back again 3 seconds.

GUARD
(puffing slightly)  My lord, his name is Mordecai, the Jew.

HAMAN
(to himself)  Mordecai!  Wait till I think of some way to destroy him.  Everybody must bow down to ME.


(shouting)  Guards!  Away!

SFX whips horse, horse whinny, then rides off.

NARRATOR
Proud Haman was filled with anger.  He grew to hate Mordecai and all Mordecai’s people the Jews.  Every day, Mordecai would not bow down before him.  So, one night, when Haman went home to his wife and family, he thought of how he would love to be rid of Mordecai and all the Jewish people.

SFX music to introduce scene - man closing door walking into room.

HAMAN
Zeresh!  Zeresh!

ZERESH
Oh husband, you are home.  How did your day go?  Did that ‘to proud to bend over’ Jew, Mordecai, still stand up today as you went past.

HAMAN
(venomously)  Yes, he did.  He angers me more and more everyday.

ZERESH
Oh that man.  As yet, I have not been able to think of a way of getting rid of him however,.  What about his people, the Jews?

HAMAN
(cutting in)  That’s it!  That’s it!  (very excited)  Oh!  that the answer.  We’ll get the lot of them together.!


Here is what I shall do.  I shall go and see king Ahasuerus tomorrow and get him to make a law stating that if any one does not keep the laws of the land then (victoriously)  the king should destroy them.

ZERESH
Oh Haman, that is an excellent plan.  Tomorrow then, now come and eat your meal.

HAMAN
(absentmindedly)  Yes, yes, coming now  (to himself, delightedly)  Ooohhh!  I cannot wait till tomorrow (laughing).

SFX music fades in to end scene.

NARRATOR
At last, the morning came, Haman had hardly slept at all - he was so excited at the prospect of finally being rid of Mordecai.


So before long, he stood before the king.

HAMAN
Your majesty.  There is a certain people in Persia, who do not keep the laws of the land or obey the king’s commands.  It is not in the king’s interest to tolerate them.


If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will put ten thousand talents of silver into the royal treasury for the men who carry out this business.

AHASUERUS
Are there indeed!  Keep your money Haman.  I agree with you that these people should be killed.


Here, take my signet ring, I trust you, and leave the matter in your capable hands.  See to it that the law is made.

HAMAN
Yes your majesty, I will most certainly see it to the end (snigger).

SFX music to end scene - 4 seconds.

NARRATOR
King Ahasuerus did not know that the people whom Haman was talking about were the Jewish people.  He trusted Haman and left the matter to him.  So a terrible law was made, that on a certain day, all the Jews who lived in the land of Persia, must be killed.

SFX music DRAMATIC - alone 6 seconds.


Soon the whole land of Persia heard the news.  The Jews wept very much and were very unhappy.  So, Mordecai sent a message to queen Esther.

COURIER
Your royal highness!  An urgent message from your cousin Mordecai.  He says you MUST go before the king and ask him to save your people.

ESTHER
Oh!  send this message to Mordecai.  Tell him ‘All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned - the king has but one law:  that he or she be put to death!  The only exception to this is for the king to extend the gold sceptre to him and spare his life.


But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king’.

NARRATOR
Now Mordecai and Esther believed in the God of Israel.  He was watching over His people and had made Esther queen so that she might save them.  So Mordecai sent back his answer to Esther.

MORDECAI
Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows, you may have become queen, just so that you can help your people at this time.

NARRATOR
Well, when Esther received Mordecai’s message, she knew what she must do.

ESTHER
Send this reply to my cousin.  Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me.  Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day.  I and my maids will fast as you do.  When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish.

SFX music to break sequence 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
The king sat upon his royal throne.  Suddenly he noticed that somebody had entered his court.  It was Esther, his lovely young queen.  Quietly, Esther prayed.

ESTHER
(whispering)  Oh Yahweh, God of heaven, remember thy servant and thy people Israel.

Pause 3 seconds.

AHASUERUS
(gently)  Esther!  here I hold out my golden sceptre to you.

SFX exhilarating music 4 seconds, alone then in background as narrator speaks.

NARRATOR
So Esther came near and touched the tope of his royal sceptre.

AHASUERUS
What is it queen Esther?  What is your request?  Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you.

ESTHER
If it pleases the king, let the king, together with Haman, come to a banquet I have prepared for him.

NARRATOR
King Ahasuerus agreed to Esther’s request, and both he and Haman went to the banquet.  When Esther was asked her petition, she asked the king if both he and Haman would come again the next day to another banquet.  On the second day she would let the king know what she wanted of him.


So, the next day the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther.

AHASUERUS
Well, queen Esther, tell me what is your petition?  It will be given you.  What is your request?  Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.

ESTHER
If I have found favour with you, O king (emotionally)  grant me my life!  this is my petition.  And spare my people!  This is my request.  For I and my people have been sold for destruction and slaughter and annihilation.  If we had merely been sold as slaves, I would have kept quiet.

AHASUERUS
Who is here?  Where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?

ESTHER
(angrily)  The adversary and enemy is this vile HAMAN.

NARRATOR
Trembling, Haman fell to his knees and begged for mercy.

HAMAN
Oh!  Queen Esther, have mercy on me, please please!

AHASUERUS
Stop!  Guards!  Away with him!

SFX music to end scene 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
The king would show no mercy to wicked Haman.  He deserved no kindness.  He and his family were put to death and his riches were given to queen Esther.  The king made another law, so that the Jews could defend themselves against their enemies and so they were saved.  Mordecai, the Jew, became a very great man.  He was made the second ruler in all the land of Persia.


So, in this wonderful way, the God of Israel saved His people.


We cannot see God, but He is present everywhere and knows everything that happens.  He will care for His people if they have faith in Him.  We are His people if we do the things that please Him.  He will also punish those who hate His people.
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