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Fiery Furnance (b)
Stage 3 

Fiery Furnance

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· King

· Herald
· Shadrach
· Servant


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, made a great image of gold.  He set it up on a plain outside the city for all to see.

SFX hammering workmen finishing up.

KING
Good, all is proceeding well.  Now I shall call all the chief men of my kingdom to the dedication of my image.

SFX music 6 seconds to break sequence.  SFX sound of herald or trumpet to get people’s attention and crowd quietens.

HERALD
(shouting)  This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men of every language:  As soon as you hear the sound of all the music playing, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that king Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.

NARRATOR
At the set time, the loud music was heard across the plain of Babylon.  The large crowd who had gathered there bowed down to the image as the king commanded them.  But there were three men who remained standing!  They were the friends of Daniel, whom the king had named Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  They loved the God of Israel.  They knew that God had commanded them not to bow down to idols.  They would NOT bow down to the golden image.

KING
(angrily)  Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?


I will give you one last chance.  When you hear the sound of the music playing, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good.  But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace.  Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?

SHADRACH
O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.


But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.

NARRATOR
When he heard this answer, the king was filled with rage.  He would argue with these men no longer.  With an angry face he commanded that the fire be made seven times hotter.  The mighty men of his army grabbed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, bound them, and threw them into the middle of the terrible fire!

SFX fire blazing, alone 3 seconds, then in background.  SFX scuffles as the men are grabbed and thrown into the fire.


So hot were the flames of the fire that the soldiers themselves were burnt to death as they threw the three friends into the fiery furnace.


So then, the three friends, tightly bound, fell down into the midst of the terrible fire.  But as Nebuchadnezzar looked on, he saw an amazing sight.

KING
(amazed)  Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?

SERVANT
Certainly, O king.

KING
Look!  I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of God.

NARRATOR
It was true!  God had sent His angel into the midst of the fire to save Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, because they had trusted and obeyed Him.  Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace.

SFX men walking quickly

KING
(calling out)  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God... come out!

NARRATOR
As they came out, everybody crowded around them.  They saw that the fire had not burnt them at all.  Not one hair of their head had been singed.  Their clothes were not burnt and there was not even any smell of fire upon them!


In front of all his people, Nebuchadnezzar then blessed the living God.

KING
Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent His angel and rescued his servants.  They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.


Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.

NARRATOR
Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego important positions in his kingdom.


So, once more the friends were blessed, because they had trusted in God and obeyed Him.


This is, of course, a true story - like all our Bible lessons.  These things really happened long ago.  Even today we have nothing to fear if we trust in God.  His angels watch over us and keep us from harm in the evil world that is around us - as long as we obey Him.
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