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Elijah (d)
Stage 3

Elijah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Jezebel

· Ahab

· Elijah

· Obadiah

· Two Guards

· Counsellor

· Servant

· Prophets of Baal

· Young lad

· Voice


	· 


SCENE 1

Lights off, music, Ahab on throne in palace setting, guards etc., lights on.

JEZEBEL
I don’t care what you think:  I’m going to pull it down anyway!  It looks terrible and besides everyone is going there instead of the Temple of Baal.

AHAB
(sighing)  Well, I guess you can have it how you want, but I don’t know.....

JEZEBEL
No, you NEVER know anything.  If it wasn’t for me this country would collapse.

Jezebel storms out, Ahab murmurs to servants.

AHAB
You just can’t win!  (sighs)
Elijah strides in; brushing guards aside.  Palace in silence.  All eyes on him.

ELIJAH
As Yahweh the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years but according to my word.

Lights fade, music.  Elijah turns and strides out.  Ahab with mouth open in shock, questions Counsellor.  Obadiah quietly slips out and follows Elijah.  Sound ends and lights on.

OBADIAH
Elijah!  Wait!

ELIJAH
Who are you?  What do you want?

OBADIAH
(breathless)  I’m Obadiah, the Governor of Ahab’s house, but don’t hold it against me;  I have a message from God for you, Elijah!

ELIJAH
What is it?

OBADIAH
God wants you to go eastward (points) and hide yourself at the brook Cherith, down near the Jordan river; you can drink the water from the brook, and God has commanded the ravens to bring food for you each day.

ELIJAH
(relieved, hand on Obadiah’s shoulder)  Thanks Obadiah!  May Yahweh the God of Israel watch over us both till we meet again.

Lights off, music.

SCENE 2

Sound ends, lights on.

AHAB
I want you to go to all the springs and creeks that you can find to see if there’s any grass left to feed the horses and mules on.  We’ve got to save some of them.  This drought is unbelievable.

OBADIAH
I’ll go and search the southern areas if you look in the north.  It’ll be a lot better if we both look.

AHAB
(sighing)  It’s got to rain some time soon.  It’s been three years since Elijah said there would be no rain.  If only I knew where he was. (sigh)  Oh well;  all the best with your search for grass.  If you find any, let me know straight away.

OBADIAH
You can trust me!  (moves off stage)
Lights fade, sound, Obadiah looking for grass; Elijah to side, lights on.

ELIJAH
Obadiah!

OBADIAH
(gasp)  Elijah!  (falls down on knees)
ELIJAH
Go and tell Ahab I want to see him.

OBADIAH
You can’t be serious Elijah!  Ahab has searched everywhere for you.  He even took oaths of the other nations that you weren’t there, and now you’re asking me to tell him that I’ve seen you?  As soon as I’ve gone, the Spirit of God is going to take you somewhere else, and then when Ahab can’t find you, he’ll kill me!


Elijah!  Please!  I’ve feared Yahweh from my youth;  haven’t you heard what I did when Jezebel started killing God’s prophets?  How I hid a hundred prophets, fifty at a time in a cave and fed them food and water?

ELIJAH
Obadiah, I want....

OBADIAH
And you want me to tell the king that you’re here?  He’ll kill me!

ELIJAH
OBADIAH!  As Yahweh of Armies liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself to Ahab today.  Go and tell him, I want to see him.

OBADIAH
(on feet, hesitantly) Alright; but stay here.  Don’t go away.

ELIJAH
I won’t, now go!

Lights dim, Obadiah goes to find Ahab while Elijah waits.  Obadiah, Ahab and guards return to Elijah.  Lights on.

AHAB
(cynically)  So you’re the one that’s troubling Israel!

ELIJAH
I’ve not troubled Israel, Ahab.  It’s you and your father’s house;  you’ve forsaken God’s commandments and followed Baal!  Now send and gather all Israel to Mount Carmel, and the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of the groves that eat at Jezebel’s table.

AHAB
Why?

ELIJAH
Do as I say!

NARRATOR
So Ahab sent to all the children of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel so the nation could see who was the true God.

SCENE 3

Mount Carmel, Elijah challenging the people.

ELIJAH
How long before you make up your minds?  If Yahweh is the true God, follow Him.  If Baal is God, follow Him.

People stunned, remain speechless.

ELIJAH
I’m the only one of Yahweh’s prophets left, but Baal has got four hundred and fifty prophets.  Get two bulls for us.  (gestures to servants standing nearby)  Let them (points to prophets of Baal)  choose one for themselves and cut it into pieces and put it on the wood, but don't set fire to it.  I’ll prepare the other bull in the same way.  (to servants)  Make sure they don’t set fire to it.

Prophets of Baal set up altar with bullock on.

ELIJAH
Call on the name of your god first, and then I’ll call on the name of Yahweh.  The god that answers by fire; he is the true god.

PEOPLE 
(all together with different phrases)  Alright!  That’s a good idea, yes, that sounds fair.

ELIJAH
(to prophets of Baal)   Call on the name of your god now.

PROPHETS
(chant together)  Baal, we cry to thee, O Baal, hear us.  Baal, mighty god, our master we ask for fire.  Shew us thy power by fire, O mighty god, Baal hear us.  (start to dance around altar)
People start to join in chant; clap hands.

ELIJAH
(cynically, drawn out) Come on, shout louder.  Where’s your mighty god?  (lightly)  Perhaps he’s thinking, or maybe he’s just too busy.  He might’ve gone out for the day, or perhaps he’s sleeping.  Call him louder and wake him up!

Prophets in confusion.  Crying and shouting.  Jumping on the altar, cutting themselves etc.

PROPHETS
Baal, hear us!  Oh mighty god, send us fire.  Hear the words of the scorner.  Shew thy power.

Continue raging and shouting.

ELIJAH
(holds up hands)  Ok, stop it.  Come near to me.

Rebuilds broken altar of Yahweh and digs trench, servants help him.  


(to servants)  Fill four large jars with water and pout it over the altar.  (servants do as commanded)


Do it again. (they do it again)

Do it a third time.  (they do it again)


Yahweh Elohim of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.  Hear me O Yahweh, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the true God, and that thou hast turned their hearts back again.

Fire ignites on altar and in the trench.

PEOPLE
(falling on knees)  Yahweh, he is God.  Yahweh, he is the true God.

ELIJAH
(with confidence)  Seize the prophets of Baal and don’t let any of them escape.

People chase the prophets of Baal.


(to Ahab)  Get back to the palace straight away because it’s going to pour with rain.

Ahab and guards depart.  Elijah climbs mountain and prays on knees.  Young lad goes with him.


Go up and look towards the sea and tell me if you see anything.  (lad goes up and returns)

YOUNG LAD
No, there is nothing.  

Elijah continues to pray.

ELIJAH
Go up once more and see if there’s anything now.  (lad goes up and returns again)

YOUNG LAD
(breathless and excited)  There’s a cloud over there.  It’s only as big as a man’s hand, but Elijah, it’s a cloud.  It’s going to rain at last.

ELIJAH
Quickly.  Go and tell Ahab to hurry or he won’t get to the palace in time.

Lad runs off and Elijah kneels in prayer again.

SCENE FOUR

Music.  Ahab walks into palace drenched, Jezebel waiting.

JEZEBEL
Where have you been.

AHAB
It’s raining.

JEZEBEL
I don’t need you to tell me that.  Where have you been.

AHAB
We just went up to Mount Carmel for the day.  Elijah told us to go there and......

JEZEBEL
So!  It’s Elijah again is it?  What’s he up to this time?

AHAB
He made it rain again. (to servants)  Come and take this gear will you. (hands overcoat etc. to them)

JEZEBEL
Where’s all the prophets.

AHAB
(hesitantly)  Well, the people killed them. (looks uneasy)
JEZEBEL
WHAT!  How come?

AHAB
Elijah told them to....

JEZEBEL
(through gritted teeth, flushing in anger) I’ll have his head.  When I find him I’ll kill him.  He’ll pay for this with his life.

Ahab sneaks away in shame.

JEZEBEL
Servants  Go and tell the soldiers to find Elijah and DESTROY him.  If no one else is going to fight for Baal, I will.  (to two servants)  Well, don’t just stand there, do as I’ve told you. (servants scurry off)
SCENE FIVE

Music, lights.  Elijah sitting on a rock meditating.  Servant find him.

SERVANT
(breathless)  Whew!  I’ve found you!

ELIJAH
What’s wrong.  Who are you?

SERVANT
Elijah, I had to warn you... (breathless)  Jezebel has told the soldiers to find you and kill you.  You’ve got to hide somehow before they find you.

ELIJAH
(sighs)  I had hoped some of the people would’ve believed by now that Yahweh is God, and not Baal.  (sighs)  I’ll have to leave the area.

SERVANT
I’m just so glad I found you in time.

ELIJAH
Thanks for warning me.  Make sure nobody knows you’ve done this or you’ll lose your life too.  I’d better go straight away. (stands up and starts to move off)
Lights fade, music.

NARRATOR
Elijah made his way south towards the desert.  As he trudged over the sand hills of the wilderness of Sin, he became more and more depressed, and eventually asked God to take away his life.  He then fell asleep out of sheer exhaustion, only to be woken by an Angel, sent by God to strengthen His faithful prophet.  Arise and eat, for the journey is too great for thee, were the words that encouraged Elijah to partake of the food provided, and being strengthened by it, he continued on to Mount Horeb.

SCENE SIX

Elijah in mouth of cave at Mount Horeb.  Music for wind, earthquake and fire.  Each time Elijah retreats into the cave.  Silence - lights dim.

VOICE
Elijah!  Elijah!  Where are you?

Elijah stands in entrance, wraps face in robe.


What are you doing Elijah?

ELIJAH
I’ve been very jealous for Yahweh my God, because the people of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown done Thine altars and killed Thy prophets with the swords, and I, even I only am left and they seek my life to take it away too.

VOICE
Go Elijah, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you arrive, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria, and Jehu, the son of Nimshi, anoint to be king over Israel.  Anoint also Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-Meholah to be a prophet in your place.  Whoever escapes the sword of Hazel will Jehu slay, and whoever escapes from his sword, Elisha will slay.


But I will spare the seven thousand in Israel whose knees have not bowed down to Baal, (Elijah’s face lights up in wonder)  Whose mouths have not kissed him.


Go Elijah, return on your way in the strength of Yahweh your God.  Blessed indeed are those that wait patiently for Him.

Elijah slowly moves off with renewed vigour, pondering what he has heard and seen.  Music, lights fade.
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