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Elijah & the fiery chariot
Stage 3

Elijah and the fiery chariot

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Elijah

· Elisha

· Man 1

· Man 2


	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds then in background.

NARRATOR
In our last lesson, we saw how God chose Elisha to help Elijah the prophet, so that when Elijah had gone, Elisha could carry on his work of teaching the people about God.


Well, one day Elisha was walking with Elijah out of the town of Gilgal, when Elijah turned to him.

SFX music to introduce scene - 6 seconds - 2 x footsteps on gravel - 3 seconds.

ELIJAH
Elisha, stay here at Gilgal, for God has sent me to Bethel.

ELISHA
No Elijah!  As surely as God lives and as you live, I will not leave you.

ELIJAH
Very well, let us go then.

SFX footsteps x 2 walking away - 3 seconds.

NARRATOR
Elisha loved Elijah.  He knew that God would soon take Elijah away, so he wanted to stay with him for as long as he could.


So they walked on to Bethel together.  When they arrived, some men called the “Sons of the Prophets” came to meet Elisha.

SFX crowd murmuring - 3 seconds.

MAN 1
Elisha, do you know that God is going to take your master from you today?

ELISHA
(dejectedly)  Yes, I know it, but do not speak of it.

ELIJAH
(authoritatively)  Stay here, Elisha, for God has sent me to Jericho.

ELISHA
(pleading)  No!  Elijah, as surely as God lives and as you live, I will NOT leave you.

SFX crowd murmuring ceases - music to break sequence - 6 seconds.

SFX footsteps 2 x, comes in 3 seconds - then stop.  SFX town noises, horses, crowd noises etc.

ELIJAH
Well Elisha, here we are at Jericho.

ELISHA
Yes Elijah, wait a minute, who are they that are coming toward us?

ELIJAH
Ah!  they are the sons of the prophets of this city.

MAN 2
SFX footsteps coming close - 2 seconds.  Elisha!  Do you not know that God is going to take your master, Elijah, from you today?

ELISHA
(more desperate)  Yes!  I know it... be quiet!

NARRATOR
Yes once again Elijah told Elisha to stay at Jericho, for God had sent him to Jordan.  Elisha still would not part from Elijah and answered as before that he would NOT leave him.


So the two of them went down to the river Jordan, while fifty of the sons of the prophets came and watched afar off to see what would happen.

SFX river running.

MAN 1
Look what is Elijah doing?

MAN 2
He is taking off his cloak, and now see he is rolling it up.

NARRATOR
At that instant, Elijah struck the water with his cloak, suddenly the water began to divide.

SFX water rushing - 5 seconds.

MAN 2
(amazed)  Look!  The river Jordan is diving in the middle.

MAN 1
Yes, there’s a dry path forming.

NARRATOR
Elijah and Elisha then crossed over the Jordan river on dry ground,  (SFX gradually cease)  before long they reached the other side.

ELIJAH
Tell me, Elisha what can I do for you before I am taken from you?

ELISHA
Oh Elijah!  Let a double portion of your spirit be upon me.

ELIJAH
What you have asked is a difficult thing, however, if you see me when I am taken from you, it will be yours.  Come now, let us be going.

ELISHA
Yes Elijah.

SFX music to break sequence - 6 seconds.

NARRATOR
So the two men walked on together.

SFX footsteps x 2, alone 2 seconds, then in background.

ELIJAH
You know Elisha, the power of God is a most wonderful thing.

ELISHA
Oh, yes it is Elijah.

ELIJAH
Yes, and remember even though I am to be taken from you today, do not despair for it is all in God’s great plan and purpose for it to be this way.  His ways are far above ours, Elisha, you must always remember that and trust in Him.

ELISHA
I will always remember.

SFX whirlwind or fire, alone 4 seconds, then in background.

ELISHA
(calling out)  Wh!!! What is that!!! (pause 3 seconds)  A chariot of fire!


Oh Elijah!  Oh Elijah!

NARRATOR
Suddenly, Elijah was taken up by a whirlwind into the sky out of sight.

ELISHA
(calling out)  My father!  My father!  The chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!

NARRATOR
But Elisha saw him no more.

SFX music to end scene.


God had blessed him in letting him see his beloved master taken up in the whirlwind and in seeing the fiery chariot as God’s angels came between them.  


Elisha was now left alone on the other side of Jordan.  He took hold of his clothes and tore them in two pieces.  Then he took up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen from him as he was snatched away in the whirlwind.  Remember how Elijah had first laid it on him when he was in the field, as a sign that he should follow him?  Well, now he took it up and went back to the river Jordan, and the sons of the prophets were still waiting on the other side.

SFX footsteps on gravel, running river gradually comes in - 3 seconds.


Elisha then stood by the bank and wrapped up Elijah’s cloak and struck the waters as he had seen Elijah do.

ELISHA
Where now is Yahweh, God of Elijah?

NARRATOR
The waters of the Jordan parted as they had done for Elijah, and Elisha passed over to the other side on dry ground.

SFX water rushing - 4 seconds.

MAN 1
Look, here comes Elisha, it is HE who has parted the waters, and Elijah is nowhere to be seen.

MAN 2
Yes, the spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha now.

SFX rushing waters cease.

NARRATOR
So the sons of the prophets came and bowed down before him.  They knew that now Elisha was their new teacher.


Just as God never left His people without a prophet to teach them, so today He provides US with a teacher, His Word, the Bible.
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