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Fiery Furnance (d)
Stage 3 

Fiery Furnance

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Wise Men (2)
· King
· Herald
· Officer
· Captain
· Shadrach
· Meshach
· Abednego


	· 


NARRATOR
For a while, after Daniel and his three friends were given high places in the Babylonian kingdom, Nebuchadnezzar believed in the God of Heaven, but as the years slipped by, the heart of the prosperous king became full of pride. Finally he ceased to honour God and again went back to idol worship.


At the king’s command, an image of gold was built and set up in the plain of Dura in the Province of Babylon.  Then did king Nebuchadnezzar send for the princes, the governors, the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the councillors, the sheriffs, the great men, the renowned men and the rulers of all the provinces of Babylon - and they came together in the Plain of Dura.

SCENE 1 - The Plain of Dura

Music and crowd noise as curtain opens.

WISE MAN 1
Ah... what a crowd.  All the wise and great men of the world are gathered here today.

WISE MAN 2
All except Daniel.

WISE MAN 1
Daniel isn’t here?

WISE MAN 2
No!

WISE MAN 1
Well he’s going to be here surely?

WISE MAN 2
Apparently not.

WISE MAN 1
But his majesty decreed that all his officers were to be here.

WISE MAN 2
Either his majesty gave Daniel special permission to be elsewhere or he’s ill.  But Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are here.

Fanfare.  Enter king, herald, officer up steps on right, crowd making way.  Walk across stage and king sits on throne.

HERALD
(Reads from scroll)  Wise men, great men, councillors, officers of his majesty’s court, governors, princes, ladies and gentlemen.  You are here to pay homage to the greatest monarch the world has ever known or will know - Nebuchadnezzar, son of the gods, sustainer of mankind, wise, all knowing king of Babylon.

Cheers from whole crowd.


When ye shall hear the sound of the instruments of music, you shall fall down upon your knees and worship the golden image you see before you.  And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth the golden image shall at that same hour, be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.  Long live the king!

Cheers and shouts of long live the king from the crowd.  Fanfare and music, everyone except 3 friends at far right of stage bow.

KING
(Stands and waves hand over scene)  Ah, what a scene.  There will never be anything to equal this.  It will be remembered generation after generation, century after century.  I am master of all mankind.  I am above the gods.  Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

Curtain closes, exit all 10 extra children and quietly take seats in audience.

SCENE 2 - Wise Men Before The King At Plain Of Dura

King seated on throne with herald and captain beside him.  Curtain opens, enter wise men deferentially on right.

WISE MAN 1
Your majesty.

KING
Yes, wise men.

WISE MAN 2
We would speak with you.

KING
Permission granted.  Speak up!

WISE MAN 1
This has been a great day for you, your majesty.  An impressive ceremony.  Your loyal subjects have recognised that his majesty king of Babylon, is the greatest monarch in the world.

KING
Yes, that’s true!

WISE MAN 2
It is with great reluctance your majesty, that we point out one flaw in the otherwise perfect demonstration of thy might and power here today.

KING
One flaw!  You jest!

WISE MAN 2
No, your majesty - we are very serious.  As the music sounded everyone bowed in humble homage, all except three men.

KING
They didn’t bow down before the image?

WISE MAN 2
They did not, your majesty.  And may we point out that such flagrant disobedience of thy commands, if left unpunished, could well undo all the good done here today.

KING
Who are they?  Who dare disobey me in such an outrageous manner?

WISE MAN 1
They must be punished your majesty.

KING
Oh, they will be!  Have no fear of that!  They shall be thrown into the fiery furnace. Who are they?

WISE MAN 2
Oh king live for ever.  The disobedient ones are none other than the three Israelite captives thou hast appointed rulers over the affairs of Babylon.

KING
How dare they!  How dare they!  Captain, bring the three Hebrews to me at once. They’ll die for this!

Exit right Captain, music as curtain closes. 

SCENE 3 - The Three Friends Before The King

King seated on throne with herald, captain with three Jews before him and two wise men witnessing proceedings.

KING
Is it true that you did not bow down to the golden image?

MESHACH
It is true your majesty.

KING
You heard the order?

MESHACH
Yes, your majesty.

KING
Then why did you not obey?

ABEDNEGO
We cannot serve the Babylonian gods nor bow down and worship any god but the God of Heaven.

Two wise men smile at each other.

KING
But you serve me.  Are not my orders to be obeyed?  You’re my officers, princes, governors.  By disobeying me you disgrace me.  This I will not tolerate!

ABEDNEGO
Our first allegiance, O king, is to the God of Heaven.

KING
See that fiery furnace?  (points right)  Unless you bow down and worship that image I shall have you burned alive.  You understand?

MESHACH
Yes, your majesty.

KING
Then you will bow down to the image?

SHADRACH
We cannot your majesty.

KING
You....you.... all three have been faithful to me.  You are wise.  You have proved to be ten times more wiser than the other members of my court.  Oh... you have something that the others don’t have.  If you will only bow down and worship the image all still will be well.  I’d forgive you.  But if you refuse, you shall surely be cast alive into the burning fiery furnace - and where is the god that shall deliver you out of that!

SHADRACH
O Nebuchadnezzar, if this be your decision, if you cast us into the fiery furnace, the God whom we serve is able to deliver us.  But, if it is not His will to deliver us, then know this, O king, we will not serve your gods, nor worship the golden image which you have set up.

KING
(Stands, furious)  Officer have the furnace made seven times hotter.  (Herald runs off stage right)  I’ll show these stubborn Hebrews who will deliver who around here.  Captain, get your strongest and most able soldiers.  Have them bind these three disobedient traitors.  I will not tolerate such rebellion and disobedience.  (Captain exit right)  When I get through with them, the whole world will know.

Curtain closes, music.

SCENE 4 - The Fiery Furnace

King seated with herald, captain and two wise men close.  Three Jews, bound, midstage with three soldiers.  Sound of fire and lights and smoke.

HERALD
All is in readiness your majesty.

KING
Has the furnace been heated seven times hotter?

HERALD
It has your majesty.

KING
And the three traitors, have they been properly bound?

CAPTAIN
Oh, they have your majesty, with all their clothes on.  The flames will lick at them all the more!

KING
Excellent, excellent.  Now Captain, have your men cast the three traitors into the fire.

Captain moves forward and beckons to soldiers then remains centre stage looking.

WISE MAN 1
Oh your majesty, the furnace is hot.  I can feel the heat all the way back here.

KING
Yes, yes, they’ll never get out of that fire alive.

Soldiers roughly push three Jews off stage right into furnace.

WISE MAN 2
Your majesty look (points) the heat has set the clothes of one of the guards aflame.  Why he’s dropped to the ground.

KING
Oh, what’s one soldier more or less.  The main thing is those three will never get out of that heat.

WISE MAN 1
Oh, the guards your majesty.  After throwing the men into the furnace, have all fallen to the ground, their clothes aflame.

KING
(Peers under hands in direction of furnace)  Yes.

WISE MAN 2
(Excitedly)  Your majesty, look, look at the three will you.  They’re standing up in the furnace.  Now, now they’re walking around.

KING
(Stands, whispers)  I see three men.

WISE MAN 1
Yes, your majesty, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

KING
Oh, oh I see four men.  Four men are walking around inside the furnace.  Four men and the fourth one is like unto the son of God.  Out of my way.  (pushes past two wise men)  I am going closer to the furnace.

HERALD
Make way for his majesty.

OFFICER
(Stopping the king)  Oh this is close enough your majesty.  It’s too hot - dangerous to get any closer.

KING
(Shouting)  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego can you hear me?

OFFICER
They hear you your majesty, they have turned this way.

KING
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, come forth out of the furnace.  Come here to me.

OFFICER
They’re coming.

KING
The fourth one has disappeared.

OFFICER
I can’t believe it.  They don’t seem to be burned at all.

SHADRACH
Long live the king.  (All three walk onto stage)
KING
You aren’t burned.  Your hair isn’t even singed or your clothes touched by the fire.  Not even the smell of scorch on your clothes.

MESHACH
The fire has no power over us your majesty.  Only the fetters which bound us are burned.

KING
I saw four men in there.  The fourth who was he?

ABEDNEGO
O king, be it known unto you and the multitude that the God of Heaven sent His angel to deliver us from the fiery furnace.

KING
But, but how can any god be so... ahh.  But apparently your God can!  He seems to be able to do anything.  Guard, clear a path back to my throne.  I am going to make an announcement.

Curtain closes as Herald shouts:  Make way for king Nebuchadnezzar.

KING
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego come with me.

SCENE 5 - The Kings Proclamation

King now seated on throne centre stage facing audience.  Fanfare as curtain opens.  Herald shouts off stage.

HERALD
Ladies, gentlemen, members of the majesty’s court, visitors from all parts of the world.  His majesty, king Nebuchadnezzar wishes your attention.

KING
(Stands and reads from scroll)  I came here to the Plain of Dura, with the belief that there is no other being anywhere equal to me in glory or wealth or power.  But I was mistaken.  Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  I gave orders that they be burned, but their God overruled my command and delivered them.  Be it know unto you that their God delivered them that they might not serve or worship any God except their own.  Blessed be their God.  I hereby issue this order.  Any people, nation or language which shall speak anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego shall be cut in pieces and their houses laid in ruin.  As for me and my people we shall worship the only God who can deliver after this sort.  I have spoken.  So be it.

Narration as curtain closes.

NARRATOR
Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.
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