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Hezekiah (a)
Stage 3 

Hezekiah

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator 1
· Narrator 2
· Hezekiah
· Rabshekah
· Eliakim
· Commander
· Isaiah
	· 


Incidental music 5 seconds, then in background.

NARRATOR 1
Hezekiah was born prince over the Kingdom of Judah.  His father King Ahaz, had been a most wicked king.  He had worshipped idols and taught God’s people to do things which God hated.  He had shut the doors of the Temple, so that no one worshipped there, and had cut in pieces the holy vessels.  God was so angry with this evil man, that He sent Isaiah, His prophet, to him with a warning.  But the king would not take any notice of Isaiah.  So God punished King Ahaz and the people by sending enemies into the land.  All this made the people very unhappy.


As Hezekiah grew to a young man, he could see what wicked things were being done.  Unlike his father, he listened carefully to Isaiah’s words.  He made up his mind to obey God.  He loved God and wanted to please Him.


When his father died, Hezekiah became king over Judah in Jerusalem.  He was 25 years old.  Now he could begin his plans to lead the people back to God.

NARRATOR 2
On the very first day of his reign he opened the doors of God’s Temple again.  He called the priests and the Levites and told them to make themselves and the Temple ready.  Hezekiah wanted everyone to be able to worship God again and to learn of Him.  So the Levites cleaned out the Temple.  There was dust and dirt everywhere.  It took eight days of hard work to get the Temple and everything in it ready.  At last the work was finished.  Hezekiah called all the people together.  They gladly promised to serve God properly.  This made the king very happy.

NARRATOR 1
Then Hezekiah decided to keep God’s Passover Feast.  It was such a long time since it had been held properly.  Messengers were sent to all Israel asking them to come to Jerusalem for the Passover.  Most of the people from the northern kingdom of Israel just laughed at the messengers.  They would rather stay home and serve their idols.  But some of them did humble their hearts and come to worship Yahweh the true God.  So it was that in the second month of Hezekiah’s reign a great crowd gathered in Jerusalem to keep the feast of Passover.

NARRATOR 2
First of all, the idols that were found in the city were destroyed.  Then the Passover lambs were killed and they kept the feast for seven days.  The people were happy before God, as the Levites taught them God’s word.  But at the end of seven days, the people did not want to go home!  It was a long time since they had heard God’s law.  They had only heard of idols and other evil things before Hezekiah became king.  So now they wanted to keep the feast for another seven days and learn more of what the Levites had to teach them.  They all promised to serve God faithfully from now on.  There had not been such a happy time in Jerusalem since the days of David and Solomon.

SFX joyous festive music 10 seconds.

NARRATOR 1
For fourteen years Hezekiah reigned in Jerusalem both wisely and well.  He worked with all his heart to do what was right and true.  But God was about to test Hezekiah and his people.


Sennacherib King of Assyria came and invaded Judah.  Well, everyone was afraid.  Many nations had fallen before them.  How could the little kingdom of Judah escape?  Many people fled behind the high walls of Jerusalem for safety, as one city after another fell to the Assyrians.


Inside Jerusalem, Hezekiah trusted in God.  But at the same time, he made the city ready.

SFX music 6 seconds to introduce scene, crowd noises.

HEZEKIAH
Assemble together a large force of men, and block all the springs and the stream that flows through the land.  The Assyrians must not find water when they come.


Also, we must repair all the broken sections of the wall and building towers on it.  Another wall needs to be built outside it and we must strengthen Millo in the City of David.


Weapons and shields need to be made, we must be prepared!

NARRATOR 1
Hezekiah then appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him in the square at the city gate and encouraged them.

HEZEKIAH
(shouting)  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us than with him.


With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is Yahweh our God to help us and to fight our battles.

NARRATOR 1
When the people heard these words, they gained much strength and confidence.


Well, before long, the Assyrians did come.  While Sennacherib’s army lay siege against Lachish, he sent three of his chief officers up to Jerusalem with a great army.  They came to weaken the already frightened people.  But Hezekiah had instructed the people, that no matter what the Assyrians said to them, they must not answer.


So the Assyrians came up to Jerusalem and stopped at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, the very place where Hezekiah had blocked off the spring of water.  They called for the king; and Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the recorder went out to meet them.

SFX music 6 seconds to introduce scene, outside noises, locusts, soft wind in background.

RABSHEKAH
Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria.  What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?


Thou sayest (but they are but vain words), I have counsel and strength for the war.  Now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me?


Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give over yourselves to die by famine and by thirst, saying The Lord our God shall deliver us out of the hand of the king of Assyria?


Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all the people of other lands?  Were the gods of the nations of those lands any ways able to deliver their lands out of mind hand?


Who was there among all the gods of those nations that my fathers utterly destroyed, that could deliver his people out of mine hand, that your God should be able to deliver you out of mind hand?


Now then I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them!


Hah!!!!

NARRATOR
While the Assyrians were boasting in this way, the people inside Jerusalem crowded around the walls to watch what was happening.  Eliakim then spoke to the commander.

ELIAKIM
Please, speak to your servants in the Syrian tongue, since we understand it.  Don’t speak to us in Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the wall.

COMMANDER
You fool  Was it only to your master and you that my master sent me to say these things, and not to the men sitting on the wall?


Here, I will call out to them in Hebrew.


(shouting)  Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria!  Do not let Hezekiah deceive you.  He cannot deliver you from my hand.  Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in your God when he says “Yahweh will surely deliver us:  this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria”.


Do not listen to Hezekiah.  This is what the king of Assyria says:  Make peace with me and come out to me.  (smoothly)  Then every one of you will eat from his own vine and fig-tree and drink water from his own cistern, until I come and take you to a land like your own, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey.  Choose life and not death.


Do not listen to Hezekiah.  Has the god of any nation ever delivered his land from the hand of the king of Assyria?  How then can your God deliver Jerusalem from my hand.

SFX silence with locust only in background, soft wind 4 seconds.


So... you do not answer.  It is your choice then.

NARRATOR 1
When the report came to the king Hezekiah, he rent his clothes and went into the Temple to pray.

HEZEKIAH
Oh Yahweh, God of Israel.  Give ear, O God and hear; open Thine eyes, Oh God, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to insult the living God.


Now, O Yahweh our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth may know that Thou alone, O Yahweh art God.

NARRATOR 1
Then he sent a message to Isaiah the prophet, asking him to pray also for his people.  Isaiah sent him back words of great encouragement.

ISAIAH
Thus saith the Lord:  Do not be afraid of what you have heard.  Listen!  I am going to put such a spirit in the king of Assyrian that when he hears a certain report, he will return to his own country, and there I will have him cut down with the sword.

NARRATOR 1
God heard their prayers.  That night, He sent an angel into the camp of Assyria.  This angel killed 185,000 men during one night!  So God DID fight on the side of those who trusted in Him.  The proud and wicked king of Assyria who had mocked at Yahweh, went back to his own land in shame.  Soon after, when he was going to worship his idols, his own sons came in and killed him.  So God punished him for his blasphemy - that is, for saying things about God that are not true and laughing at Him.


God had tested Hezekiah and the people of Judah and had found that they really did trust in Him.

NARRATOR 2
Hezekiah made up his mind to obey God while he was only young.  So if we learn about God now we will grow to love Him and want to please Him.


If we are in trouble, we know that we can always trust in God.  He will answer our prayers in the way He thinks best and will guide us safely through life.  He will care for us now when the world about us is so evil.  And when Christ returns he will rid the earth of all those who mock the true and living God.
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