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By the River of Babylon
Stage 3 

By the River of Babylon

	CAST:
	Costumes & Props

	· Narrator
· Cyrus

· Sheshbazzar

· Zerubbabel

· Joshua

· Kadmiel

· Hadid

· Shimei

· Samaritans

· Haggai

· Zechariah

· Nehemiah

· Hanani

· King

· Sanballat

· Tobiah

· Geshem

· Ezra


	


SCENE 1

CHORUS
Ps. 137  “By rivers of Babylon”.  Some sitting sadly unstringing harps and hanging on willows.

POEM


Remember, O Lord what has happened to us,




Consider and behold our reproach.




Our inheritance is turned over to strangers,




Our houses to aliens.




We are orphans and fatherless,




Our mothers are widows.




The joy of our heart has ceased,




Our dance is turned into mourning.




The crown is fallen from our head,




Woe unto us, that we have sinned.




You, O Lord, remain forever,




Your throne from generation to generation.




Why do you forget us forever,




And forsake us for such a long time?




Turn us towards you, O Lord, and we shall be turned,




Renew our days as of old.




But you have utterly rejected us,




You are very angry with us.

NARRATOR 1
Isaiah and Jeremiah spoke of the future when the Jews would return from their captivity.
NARRATOR 2
For thus saith the Lord, that after 70 years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you in causing you to return to this place.
NARRATOR 1
70 years passed by.....
NARRATOR 2
No more was the voice of mirth and gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride heard in the land, neither the sound of the millstones and the light of the candle, all the land was desolate and Israel mourned.  But Yahweh had not forgotten His people, but stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, King of Persia.
CYRUS SOLO
Thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia,  The Lord God of heaven has given me all the kingdoms of the earth.  Who is there among you of His people?  His God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem.
NARRATOR
Now there was joyous activity among the people.  They could hardly believe their ears, their sorrow gave way to anticipations of great pleasure.
SOPRANO SOLO
When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream; then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing.  Then said they among the heathen.
CHORUS
“The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad, whereof we are glad; the Lord hath done great things for us whereof we are glad.... They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  He that goeth forth weeping bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him”
CYRUS
Here are the basons of gold and silver which Nebuchadnezzar my father took from the house of the Lord your God.  Take them and when you build the house of the Lord God of Israel, which is in Jerusalem, put them in their places.  I have chosen Sheshbazzar to organise your return with the aid of Joshua your high priest.  (exit)
SHESHBAZZAR
(to Joshua, he stands with scroll writing names as people walk off  platform with rest)  All Jews wanting to go back to the land must register their names and genealogies.  Priests and Levites will be given their duties in the worship to be re-established.  Common Jews will be appointed their places of residence according to their family inheritance as set down in the law.

All children assemble at front door of hall ready for march down the aisle.  Slight pause.
NARRATOR
And so it was under the leadership of Joshua and Zerubbabel the cavalcade of Jews bearing their belongings and carrying the precious vessels of the Temple set off on the 800 miles toward Jerusalem.
CHORUS

With joy we leave our captive state,




Jerusalem, Jerusalem!




Our feet shall stand within thy gate,




O Jerusalem.




With joy shall Zion’s altar burn,




Jerusalem, Jerusalem!




When to thy hills our feet return





O Jerusalem!




Our voices in the song unite,




Jerusalem, Jerusalem!




We bear to thee our banners bright,




O Jerusalem.

NARRATOR
When they arrived several months later, they dispersed into their various cities of family inheritance and commenced to build again the ruined cities, homes, farms, vineyards and orchards.  There was no love for Israel among their neighbouring nations, they hated the Jews and did not want to see the nation restored.  Despite all obstacles Joshua and Zerubbabel set about their task with an enthusiasm and determination that was contagious.
ZERUBBABEL
(to foreman)  Call together reliable men that we can build the altar so that our sacrifices may be offered to our God.  
Foreman calls to all and men start clearing and building altar.  Zerubbabel walks round inspecting the work, when work is completed he approaches Joshua and speaks.
ZERUBBABEL
The workman have finished their task.  Have your priests call the people together that the evening and morning sacrifices may be offered once again to our God as we were commanded in the law written by Moses the man of God.
NARRATOR
Thus amid the blackened ruins and rubble of the ancient city of Jerusalem in the 7th month, the smoke of sacrifices again ascended unto Yahweh, and the foundations of worship were again laid.  The returned exiles could not keep the Day of Atonement, for there was no Temple built, but they could and did keep the Feast of Tabernacles.  Previously the people had rejoiced in remembrance of the deliverance from Egypt; now they did so because of release from the Babylonish captivity.
As smoke ascends Israel brings in branches and booths etc.  Israel encamped under booths rejoicing.  Solo song:  Behold the land.
CHORUS

From tents of pine, from tents of palm,




We come our offerings bringing.




And one in heart we praise the Lord,




And one in voice of singing.  Refrain.

NARRATOR
The next work was the building of the Temple.  Cyrus had given a grant of money for this purpose and taking the pattern from Solomon, they hired craftsmen of Tyre and Sidon to assist in the work AND to bring cedar from Lebanon.  Joshua and his brethren supervised the work of unloading and storing materials.  Levites were appointed 20 years old and upward to clear the site for the foundations of the Temple.  Joshua speaks to Kadmiel of the tribe of Judah.

JOSHUA
Call the sons of Henadad with their sons, and their brethren the Levites that they may lay the foundations.
The foundations are laid, and Kadmiel approaches Joshua.

KADMIEL
Joshua, the workmen have finished.
JOSHUA
Tell the priests to call the people together that we may give thanks to God for His great mercy toward us, that He might bless us as we continue to labour in the building of His house.
The trumpets sound and all scholars come together, priests and Levites in their apparel, Joshua as high priest wearing his resplendent robes, musicians and singers.  Elder men start to wail when they see how small the foundations are.
HADID
O, remember Shimei how glorious was the Temple of Solomon.  This is so small.  (he breaks into tears)
SHIMEI
Yes, Hadid, what a sorry sight this is to what we had before.  (he wails and other old men join in)
Rest of scholars etc with Joshua leading them commence to sing drowning out the old men weeping.
CHORUS

PSA. 136




We all must give thanks to the Lord,




For He is always kind.




His mercy doth endure for aye,




For all in truth He finds.




In wisdom He hath made the heavens,




And all its wonders great.




And the God whose mercy then endured,




Will always on us wait.




O give thanks to the Lord,




For the Lord, He is good.




O give thanks, to the Lord,




For His mercy endureth forever.




He smote all Egypt’s firstborn sons,




Led Israel from the land.




The Red Sea parted at His word,




And all passed on dry land.




But Pharoah’s host which followed them,




All perished in the sea.




And the God whose mercy then endured,




Will rescue you and me.




Chorus




He smote great lands for Israel’s sake,




And slew their mighty kings.




He gave to Israel all their lands,




And all their wealthy things.




He raised them from their low estate,




And taught them of His way.




And the God whose mercy then endured,




Is just the same today.




Chorus.




Conclude with a great shout of joy., SHALOM.

SCENE 2

NARRATOR
North of Judah, there dwelt a mixed community of people drawn from many nations which had a semblance of Jewish religion.  They were known as Samaritans, because Samaria became their capital.  The faithful remnant found themselves embarrassed with the presence of this perverted form of worship, for now the Samaritans wanted to help in building the Temple.

SAMARITANS
Let us build with you, for we seek your God as you do.
ZERUBBABEL
You have nothing to do with us.
JOSHUA
We ourselves, together, will build an house unto Yahweh as King Cyrus of Persia has commanded us.
NARRATOR
This attitude angered the Samaritans.  They did everything possible to discourage the Jews in their labours.  So the work of the Temple gradually slowed, until it ceased altogether.

The Jewish people became apathetic as far as the work was concerned.  Their early enthusiasm waned. Finally the people dispersed to their various cities, claiming that the time had not come for the building of the Temple, and a spirit of gross materialism replaced their early enthusiasm for the work of Yahweh.  Houses were built and glamorised.  A spirit of revival was needed.

Two prophets moved by the Spirit of God, stood up to rouse the people again to the work of Yahweh, to tell them that the time had come to rebuild the Temple, and if they dedicated themselves to the work of God, He would bless them.  These prophets were Haggai and Zechariah.  The voice of Haggai was heard first.
HAGGAI
Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your panelled houses and this House lie waste, you look for much, but you receive little because you neglect the work of Yahweh.  Thus saith Yahweh of Hosts,  consider your ways!
NARRATOR
Haggai’s message stirred up Zerubbabel and Joshua.  They issued a call for work and many gathered at the site of the Temple with the desire to rebuilt it.  This message has been delivered just prior to the Feast of Tabernacles but now we find all the people gathered together on the final day of the Feast, dwelling in booths, tents with branches over.
CHORUS

The flower crowned tents around us rise,




And speak our glad thanksgiving.




To Thee, the everlasting,




From tents of pine, from tents of palm... etc.

NARRATOR
Again, Haggai stirred up by the Spirit of Yahweh, calls to the people before him and delivers the Divine message.
HAGGAI
Be strong, O Zerubbabel;  be strong O Joshua!  Be strong, all ye people of the land, and WORK.  For I am with you saith Yahweh of Hosts.  According to the word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, so my Spirit remaineth with you;  fear ye not.  The latter day glory of this House shall be greater than the former.
NARRATOR
The people stirred by this message return home determined to dedicate themselves anew to the work.  A month later Zechariah lifted up his voice to support and confirm the message of Haggai.
ZECHARIAH
Yahweh hath been sore displeased with your fathers.  Thus saith Yahweh of Hosts;  turn ye unto me, and I will turn unto you.  The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house;  his hands shall also finish it;  and thou shalt know that Yahweh of Hosts has sent me unto you.
NARRATOR
Thus it was, encouraged by the voices of the two prophets, stimulated by the examples of Zerubbabel and Joshua, the people worked with vigour.  Refusing to be deterred by the opposition of their enemies.  On the 3rd day of the month Adar, the work was completed.  A new beginning stretched before the nation.  The dedication of the Temple was immediately celebrated in order that it might be ready for the Passover to be celebrated in the following month.


Viewing the scene before us, we see Zerubbabel rejoicing in the completed task;  Joshua the High Priest, resplendent in his robes, the priest and the Levites in the order designed by David.  We can hear the singers and the musicians accompanying them with their instruments, and as a background, the Temple, awaiting the worship of the nation.

Instruments:  Trumpets, Cymbals, Harps, Tambourines.  

Duet:  “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”, “I was glad when they said unto me”  Chorus with solo:  “Rejoice, Rejoice”

SCENE 3

NARRATOR
Eight years have now passed since Esther’s intervention on behalf of her people.  She is now established as Queen of Persia, and Jews everywhere are highly favoured.  Among their number is a man called Nehemiah, who has risen to an honoured position of one of the king’s cupbearers. A kinsman of Nehemiah, Hanani by name, has just returned to Persia from a visit to Jerusalem, and is anxious to tell Nehemiah of his experiences.  We find them speaking together.
NEHEMIAH
What is happening to our beloved city, and how are our brethren faring?
HANANI
O Nehemiah, the remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach;  the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire.
NARRATOR
Nehemiah, greatly distressed by this report is overcome with emotion and weeps, mourning the miseries of his brethren.  For almost four months he thought deep and earnestly upon the problem, preparing his mind to seek God, that He might overshadow the affairs of Judah for good.  He poured out his mind in earnest prayer for help in the work to which he was determined to set his hand.  His prayer concluded with a plea for Divine help as he approached the king and asks his assistance on behalf of his people, the Jews.  It is now Nehemiah’s duty to act as cupbearer to the king once again.  We find him downcast and preoccupied as he goes about his duties, before the king and queen who are sitting beside the king.
KING
Why is your countenance sad, seeing you are not sick.  It must be caused by sorrow of heart.
NEHEMIAH
Let the king live for ever - why should not my countenance be sad, when the city the place of my fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire.
KING
For what does thou make request?
NEHEMIAH
If it please the king, and if your servant has found favour in your sight that you would send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ sepulchres, that I may build it.
NARRATOR
Pressed by his beloved servant and the beautiful queen, from whom no doubt Nehemiah had received encouragement, the king grants the petition, requesting that a limit be put on the time Nehemiah should be away, and that he would return to Persia.  To this the joyful Nehemiah readily agrees and in turn makes further requests.
NEHEMIAH
If it please, let letters be given me to governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over, till I come into Judah; and a letter unto Asaph, the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into.
NARRATOR
All this the king granted to his beloved servant.  We now find Nehemiah arriving in the land where he presented his credentials which set forth his power to the rulers.  The enemies of the Jews, receive him with sullen resentment and an uneasy quiet settles on the land as the people wait for Nehemiah’s next move. 

He waited three days so that he might assess better the situation.  Then, one night, with a few trusty companions, and riding his beast, he reviews the state of the walls around the beloved city.  He saw how true were Hanani’s words, the ruinous state of Jerusalem was a reproach to all the people of the Jews.

In the dead of the night they descended into the deep valley of Hinnom, threading their way in and out among the rubble and ruin that lay everywhere.  There was the gate of the Fountain, the King’s Pool, cluttered up with huge masses of broken masonry.  But the animal on which he rode could no longer make its way.  Alighting from the beast, Nehemiah picks his way over the rubbish and ruin.  Now he returns, tired and dusty from his labours, to work out how best to repair the wall and make good the defence of the city.  Finally he gathers the elders of the people together.
NEHEMIAH
You see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire; come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem that we be no more a reproach.
NARRATOR
Thus the people were made ashamed of their neglect of the things of God, and Nehemiah told them of his personal experiences, how the hand of God had been upon him for good, and how the King would give his support to the work.  He was a born leader, and generated enthusiasm.  The people were stimulated by his words.
PEOPLE
Let us rise up and build.
NARRATOR
With such an energetic and faithful leader in charge of affairs, the people press into the work in one great act of service to God.  The city of Jerusalem hums with activity, and the people build, and Nehemiah supervises the work.  But adversaries of Judah view the work in Jerusalem with the greatest concern.  Chief of their number was Sanballat, the governor of Samaria.  He was also on terms of close alliance with an Ammonite chief, Tobiah and an Arab sheik, Geshem.
SANBALLAT/TOBIAH/GESHEM  (laughing)

What is this you are doing?  Do you intend to rebel against the king?
NEHEMIAH
The God of heaven will prosper us;  therefore we His servants will arise and build, but ye have no portion, nor right nor memorial in Jerusalem.
NARRATOR
Nehemiah made the problem a matter of prayer.  He turned to God and directed his attention to the mocking reproach of the enemies, beseeching Him that He would bless the labours in which they were engaged.  Steadily the walls arose to the dismay and anger of Sanballat and his companions.  He called a conference of all interested in defeating the work of Nehemiah.  They conspired to gather together and fight against Jerusalem and thus hinder the work.  But Nehemiah prayed to God and set a watch against them day and night.  He armed the people, encouraging them to fight with confidence.
NEHEMIAH
Be not afraid, remember the Lord, who is great and terrible and fight for your brethren, your sons, your daughters, your wives, and your houses.

NARRATOR
Thus with these words of encouragement ringing in their ears, the defenders arose in defence of their work, standing boldly with weapons by their sides ready to repel the enemy, the tool in hand continuing the work of building.  To the people he said....
NEHEMIAH
The work is great and large, and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another.  In what place you hear the sound of the trumpet, come unto us;  Our God shall fight for us.
NARRATOR
Nehemiah became the principal watchman upon the walls, keeping guard over the city.  He kept a trumpeter by his side and instructed the people to lodge within Jerusalem at night time.  The people came to rely upon Nehemiah and saw him so untiring in his labours, they were induced to follow him in whatever he did.  

Meanwhile, despite all the plotting and scheming of enemies both within and without the city, the work went steadily on.  In the incredibly short time of 52 days, despite all hindrances, difficulties, attacks, threats, treachery and opposition.

But though the wall was completed there was no time to relax on the part of Nehemiah.  He had strengthened and fortified the city, now he had to strengthen and fortify the people.  Ezra, the respected scribe and priest returns to take his stand along side Nehemiah to assist him in his valuable work.  Thus we have the aged priest and the much younger governor, co-operating together in this difficult and most important work.  The people have been called together to hear the reading and exposition of the law, by Ezra.
Ezra stands on platform of wood surrounded by 13 priests and Levites, elevated above the people, seated on the ground.  He unrolls the scroll - people stand in reverence, as Ezra leads them in prayer, blessing Yahweh for His great mercy to His people.
CHORUS
“Oh bless Oh bless the Lord”  All answer AMEN.
All heads bowed.
NARRATOR
Finally, we come to the dedication of the walls.  Here we have two processions of singers and musicians, headed by two grand leaders of the nation - the aged scribe, Ezra, and the energetic governor, Nehemiah.

The procession with Ezra at its head, now commences to march south, then turns eastward along the southern wall until it comes to the eastern side, and stands in front of the Temple.  Whilst at the same time in the opposite direction with Nehemiah at its head, the other procession half encircles the city.  Singing, playing their instruments and marching, the two companies encircle the holy city by music and song.
CHORUS
Anthem 47 “Cry out and Shout” 
The two choirs came to a stand at the house of God.

CHORUS
“Blessed be Thy Glorious Name”.
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